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GOJfE! 


The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  for  1906  is  being  printed 
as  we  write  this  note,  the  first  sheet  having  gone  to  press  on 
Thursday.  The  publisher  will  send  the  last  sheet  to  press  on 
Wednesday,  November  8,  and  by  the  following  week  bound 
copies  of  the  Diary  will  be  on  the  way  to  our  Australian  sub- 
.  scribers,  so  that  they  may  receive  them  in  Christmas  week. 
It  is  a  good  Diary,  and,  although  the  thirty-eighth  annual 
issue,  our  subscribers  will  find  in  it  much  that  has  not  Leen 
published  before.   It  is  up-to-date  all  round. 

TO  S'U&SCTII'BE'RS'. 

We  would  bo  glad  if  those  whose  subscriptions  to  the  C.  &  D. 
expire  this  month  would  renew  as  early  as  possible,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  hitch  in  despatching  the  Diary  to  them.  Their 
subscriptions  for  1904-5  included  a  copy  of  the  1905  Diary,  so 
to  get  the  1906  one  they  should  send  10s.  soon  to  the  publisher. 
A  good  many  readers  of  the  C.  &  D.  are  indebted  to  friends 
for  the  pleasant  and  profitable  hours  they  spend  over  our 
pages.    This  is  a  good  time  for  them  to  begin  subscribing  on 
their  own  behalf.    Those  who  do  not  care  to  write  a  cheque 
for  ten  shillings  may  make  it  one  pound,  and  we  shall  send  — 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  for  a  year. 
"The  C.  &  D.  Diary"  for  1906. 
The  New  Edition  of  "Pharmaceutical  Formula?. " 
or 

"The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  for  a  year. 
"The  C.  &  D.  Diary"  for  1906 

Enlarged  Edition  of  "The  Art  of  Dispensing." 

Enlarged  Edition  of  "Veterinary  Counter-practice." 

All  post  free.  The  investment  will  pay  itself  over  and  over 
again  during  the  year.  Cheques  or  postal  orders  should  bo 
made  payable  to  E.  Halse,  and  sent  to  the  Publisher  of  the 
C.  <£'  D.,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C,  with  the  name  and 
address  of  the  sender. 


The  subjoined  paragraphs  give  the  gist  of  the  more  important 
mattersin  this  issue,  with  the  object  of  showing:  at  a  glan;e  wait 
has  happened  during  the  week.  See  also  "  Contents  "  in  the  first 
column. 


Can  you  reply  to  any  of  the  questions  on  p.  726? 

The  Conundrum  Column  will  be  found  this  week  in  the 
Coloured  Supplement. 

The  Brown  v.  Leggett  appeal  has  been  postponed,  until 
January  probably  (p.  727). 

Mr.  Robert  Taubman,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  T.  Morson  & 
Son,  died  this  week  (p.  727). 

A  Goodly  number  of  chemists  have  been  elected  town 
councillors  this  week  (pp.  709-10). 

The  British  Medical  Association  is  moving  to  suppress  the 
use  of  abortefacients  by  womtn  (p.  726). 

Diphtheria  Serum  now  costs  the  Metropolitan  Asylums 
Board  b^d.  per  dose  of  1,000  units  (p.  708). 

In  the  matter  of  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Ltd.,  Dublin,  the  liabili- 
ties are  29,025/.,  and  the  assets  6,035/.  (p.  730). 

The  financial  position  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain  has  again  become  embarrassing  (p.  724). 

The  manner  in  which  Mincing  Lane  arbitrations  should  be 
conducted  came  into  a  law-suit,  which  is  reported  on  p.  727. 

An  interesting  exposition  of  South  African  pharmacy  law 
is  communicated  by  Mr.  D.  S.  B.  Anderson,  Durban  (p.  739). 

The  "Times"  is  critical  (from  a  Stock  Exchange  point  of 
view)  about  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.'s  finance  (p.  730). 

The  names  of  the  persons  who  passed  the  Apothecaries' 
Society's  assistants'  examination  last  month  are  printed  on. 
p.  708. 

Those  who  have  not  yet  ordered  their  stock  of  Christmas- 
goods  will  get  some  ideas  from  Our  Town  Traveller's  notes 
(p.  718). 

The  Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board  now  has  the  power  to 
transfer  poisons  from  one  part  of  the  schedule  to  the  other 
(p.  724). 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  as  Secretary  to  the  P.A.T.A.,  replies 
to  those  who  say  that  the  large  Stores  pay  too  little  attention 
to  P.A.T.A.  prices  (p.  740). 

Mr.  J.  Reid  returns  to  the  charge  on  the  company  question, 
and  states  the  irreducible  minimum  which  should  figuro  in 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  739). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  is  asking  Mr.  Lough  if  he  wilL 
reintroduce  the  Pharmacy  Bill  next  Sess'on.  Certain  verbal 
amendments  arc  to  be  made  in  it  (p.  717). 

At  Amsterdam  on  Thursday  the  record  quantity  of  over 
62  tons  of  "quinine  in  the  bark"  was  offered,  of  which  the 
larger  proportion  sold  at  a  slight  decline  (p.  735). 

Messrs.  C.  A.  Hill  and  H.  S.  Collins  show,  in  a  letter  on 
p.  739,  why  their  method  of  testing  for  arsenic  is  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  that  commended  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Robinson. 

The  Dunstan  research  on  aconitines  is  carried  a  stage 
further,  the  original  and  controversial  formula  for  japaconi- 
tine  being  dropped  in  favour  of  Freund's.  The  matter  is- 
epitomised  in  an  article  on  p.  722. 

Bacteriology  and  clinical  chemistry  are  proposed  to  be- 
added  to  the  Major  examination  if  they  are  not  included  in 
"  the  theory  and  practice  of  medicine,  surgery,  or  midwifery  " 
(prohibited  by  the  1852  Act)  (p.  718). 

The  new  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers for  England  and  Wales  are  Messrs.  Farr,  Finnemore, 
Goldby,  Tansley  (University  College),  and  White.  .Messrs. 
Fraser  and  Merson  will  join  the  Scotch  Board  (p.  716). 

The  Minor  Examination  entries  have  decreased  to  1,298  this 
year,  and  from  an  examination  of  the  available  figures  for 
apprentice-registration,  the  entries  are  likely  to  decrease 
further  during  some  3-ears  to  come.  We  discuss  the  whole 
matter  on  p.  724. 

County  Coukt  Cases  reported  in  this  issue  include  Wilkin- 
son v.  Bonavalee,  Fultons  r.  Lockwood,  Lloyd  Monkhouse, 
and  Robinson  v.  Orton.  The  third  of  these  raised  an  interest- 
ing point  as  to  the  possible  lead-contamination  of  health  salts 
packed  in  painted  tins  (p.  728). 

Business  in  drugs  and  chemicals  is  fairly  active,  and 
price-alterations  are  numerous  and  important.  "Bismuth  salts 
have  declined  3d.  Cubebs,  English  refined  camphor,  saffron, 
vanilla,  valerian-root,  star-aniseed  oil,  cubeb.  almond, 
apricot-kernel,  and  clove  oils  are  all  dearer.  Castor  oil  is 
firmer,  and  chloroform  may  advance  (p.  735). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Last  week  Charles  James  Huddy  (56),  a  druggist's 
traveller,  was  found  drowned  in  the  Whitestone  Pond,  on 
Hampstead  Heath. 

The  British  Association  General  Committee  has  accepted 
an  invitation  to  hold  the  1907  meeting  of  the  Association  at 
Leicester.    Next  year's  meeting  will  be  in  York. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Board  of  Guardians  are  holding  an 
inquiry  respecting  the  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  drugs, 
■which  last  year  amounted'  to  98/.,  as  against  18?.  in  1897. 

A  young  man,  named  Quin,  employed  by  Messrs.  Carter 
■&  Sons,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  30  Pond  Hill,  Sheffield, 
was  killed  in  a  bicycle  accident  near  Barnsley  on  October  27. 

The  Bow  Street  Magistrate  on  October  27  made  an  order 
for  Arthur  Devereux's  tin  trunk  to  be  given  up  to  Mr. 
Pierron,  solicitor,  who  is  acting  on  behalf  of  Devereux's  son, 
-Stanley. 

"  The  Queen's  Jester"  is  on  at  the  Grand  Theatre,  Leeds, 
and  in  the  last  act  one  of  the  leading  characters,  suffering 
from  headache,  exclaims  "  Oh  !  for  a  Daisy  powder  !  "  This 
little  advertisement  is  not  of  Daisy's  seeking. 

The  Bath  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association  pro- 
i  poses  to  establish  a  scholarship  at  the  technical  schools  (even- 
ing classes),  for  instruction  in  materia  medica,  chemistry, 
and  botany.  Any  apprentice  or  junior  assistant  may  com- 
pete. 

Speaking  at  a  tradesmen's  meeting  at  St.  Annes  on  Octo- 
ber 25,  held  to  consider  the  Shop-hours  Act,  Mr.  J.  H. 
Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  said  that  although  he  repre- 
sented an  exempted  trade,  the  chemists  of  the  town  would 
voluntarily  fall  in  with  a  closing  order. 

Kettering  Board  of  Guardians  on  Monday  decided  to 
obtain  all  drugs  and  medicines  needed  for  the  workhouse 
from  wholesale  firms,  and  to  engage  a  dispenser  to  attend 
one  or  two  hours  daily  at  an  annual  salary  of  30Z.  Last  year 
drugs  and  medicines  cost  the  Board  85/. 

At  Bow  County  Court  on  October  30,  Henry  Tugwell,  of 
39  Vernon  Road,  Sutton,  was  successful  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  61.  5s.  4d.  from  Percy  Parker,  of  181  Earlham 
Grove,  Forest  Gate,  in  connection  with  a  partnership  agree- 
ment in  the  Medical  Packing  Co.,  of  Plaistow. 

At  Manchester  on  October  25,  Harry  Hultz,  of  Deyne 
Road,  Rusholme,  and  John  Harris,  of  West  Gorton,  who 
■carried  on  business  under  the  style  of  "The  Manchester 
Drug  Co.,"  were  committed  for  trial  on  charges  of  conspiracy 
and  fraud.  It  was  alleged  that  by  means  of  worthless 
■cheques  the  accused  obtained  various  sums  of  money  from 
tradesmen. 

At  the  Menai  Bridge  Fair  last  week,  a  fight  took  place 
between  students  of  Bangor  University  College  and  the 
yokels  from  the  country.  The  former  were  the  aggressors 
and  had  the  worst  of  it,  the  best  going  to  Mr.  Luther  Jones, 
chemist,  who  was  busily  occupied  with  minor  surgical  opera- 
tions for  a  long  time,  and  who  afterwards  disposed  of  the 
mutilated  men  by  back  roads. 

A  Society  divorce-case  has  been  attracting  much  news- 
paper attention  during  the  past  week.  The  respondent, 
Count  de  Manin,  admitted  in  cross-examination  that  he  was 
once  the  proprietor  of  nostrums  to  cure  319  diseases.  His 
remedies,  according  to  the  prospectus  put  in,  "  were  entirely 
from  the  vegetable  kingdom,  perfectly  harmless,  which 
eradicate  from  the  system  diseases  whatever  they  may  be." 

Apothecaries'  Assistants'  Examination. 
The  following  candidates  have  been  granted  the  certifi- 
cate of  qualification  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines  :  W.  M.  Allatt, 
E.  H.  Austen,  F.  W.  Barnett,  E.  B.  E.  Bolle,  E.  W. 
Brown,  G.  G.  Brown,  M.  R.  Clovis,  I.  G.  Cornish,  A.  A. 
Daly,  L.  Daniel,  E.  L.  G.  Davies,  H.  Dewsbury,  L.  Dodd, 
W.  A.  S.  Duck,  S.  I.  Dunbar,  E.  E.  Edgley,  W.  M. 
Edwards,  E.  Fryer,  A.  C.  Gibbon.  M.  J.  Godfrey.  A.  D. 
Goodwin,  E.  A.  Groves,  M.  C.  Hall,  L.  Hart,  M.  E. 
Johnson,  D.  J.  M.  Jones,  E.  G.  Jones,  E.  B.  Macalpine, 


F.  A.  Ost,  F.  H.  Plews,  D.  Rolason,  E.  M.  Tempest.  A.  G. 
Tranter,  E.  G.  Turner,  L.  M.  Whitmore,  S.  S.  Williams, 
E.  A.  Woodard,  N.  Worley,  N.  L.  Wright,  N.  Wyncoll. 
Society  of  Chemist-Opticians. 
The  Society  have  arranged  an  evening  conference  to  be 
held  on  November  8  at  the  Abercorn  Rooms,  Great  Eastern 
Hotel,  Liverpool  Street.  Short  demonstrations  are  to  be 
given  on  the  ophthalmometer,  the  retinoscope,  and  spectacle- 
jobbing.  The  subjects,  being  treated  practically,  will  be  of 
interest  to  all  chemists  who  practise  spectacle-fitting ;  and 
we  are  asked  to  state  that  the  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  H.  Cuff, 
25  Friern  Barnet  Road,  New  Southgate,  N.)  will  be  pleased 
to  send  tickets  of  admission  to  any  chemist  who  applies. 
To  correct  a  misconception  which  may  arise  from  the 
remarks  of  the  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
(p.  717),  we  may  state  that  the  first  condition  of  mem- 
bership of  the  Society  of  Chemist- Opticians  is  that  the  can- 
didate must  be  a  registered  chemist  and  druggist  or  pharma- 
ceutical chemist. 

A  "Kindrug"  Smoker. 
The  annual  dinner  and  smoking-concert  of  the  "  Kindrug  " 
Cricket  Club  (Messrs.  Dakin  Brothers,  82  Middlesex  Street, 
E.C.)    was    held    at    Mason's    Hall,    Coleman  Street, 

E.  C.,  on  October  28,  Mr.  J.  Harrison  Dakin  presiding. 
After  dinner  the  toast  of  "The  Firm"  was  proposed  by 
Mr.  A.  W.  Topping  and  responded  to  by  the  Chairman  ; 
Mr.  J.  Atto  (Vice-Chairman)  proposed  "  The  Cricket  Club  " 
and  Mr.  Henry  W.  Grasty  (Hon.  Secretary)  replied.  There 
were  over  fifty  present  at  the  dinner,  and  at  the  smoker 
which  followed,  the  musical  contributions  were  by  Messrs. 

F.  W.  Millett,  J.  Newport,  Willie  Webb,  Jack  Roberts,  F. 
Bailey,  H.  Leech,  H.  C.  Burton,  Bert  Slater,  G.  A.  Roberts, 
and  A.  Hobbs.  A  recitation  was  given  by  Mr.  F.  G. 
Murray,  and  Mr.  H.  Leech  was  musical  director.  During 
the  interval  the  Chairman  presented  prizes  for  the  best 
cricket  during  the  season  to  Messrs.  Bailey,  Burling,  and 
Murray.  The  club  won  more  than  half  of  the  matches  they 
played  during  the  past  season,  and  there  is  a  balance  of 
cash  in  hand. 

The  Cost  of  Diphtheria-serum. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  managers  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylum 
District  on  October  28,  the  Hospitals  Committee  reported 
that  the  work  of  producing  antitoxic  serum  for  the  treat- 
ment of  diphtheria,  which  the  Board  had  continued  since 
January  last,  had  been  in  all  respects  satisfactory.  A  con- 
siderable saving  of  cost  had  been  effected  under  the  new 
system,  the  cost  working  out  at  6^d.  per  dose  of 
1,000  units,  as  compared  with  an  average  charge  for  four 
years  to  December  31,  1904,  of  lOd.  per  dose.  The  com- 
mittee recommended,  and  it  was  resolved — 

That,  subject  to  the  assent  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 
the  principle  of  the  continuation  by  the  managers  of  the 
work  of  serum-production  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tions on  a  permanent  basis  bo  affirmed  ; 

That  arrangements  be  entered  into  with  the  Royal  Colleges 
of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Board's  tenancy  of  the  accommodation  at  the  examination- 
hall  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months  from  January  1, 
1906 ; 

That  the  Hospitals  Committee  bo  authorised  to  continue 
in  office  for  a  further  period  of  twelve  months  from 
January  1,  1906,  any  of  the  staff  hitherto  employed  in  con- 
nection with  the  preparation  of  antitoxic  serum ;  and 

That  the  Works  Committee  be  authorised  to  employ  the 
services  of  an  architect  to  submit  a  scheme  for  the  provi- 
sion on  the  Board's  property  at  Peckham  and  Sutton  of  the 
necessary  accommodation  in  connection  with  the  prepara- 
tion of  antitoxin  and  bacteriological  work. 

Pathological  Monopoly. 

The  British  Medical  Association,  as  ratepayers  of  the 
County  of  London,  have  objected  to  Mr.  Troutbeck,  the 
Westminster  Coroner  employing  for  post-mortems,  almost 
exclusively,  one  of  eighteen  approved  pathologists.  This 
one  is  Dr.  Ludwig  Freyberger,  and  at  the  inquiry  instituted 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  (held  on  October  31)  it 
was  stated  on  behalf  of  the  Association  that  during  the  year 
1904-5  534  post-mortems  were  required  in  a  district  specified, 
and  of  these  Dr.  Freyberger  got  514,  and  his  fees  were 
1.098Z.,  but  for  twenty-two  months  1,767/.  The  London 
County  Council  stand  in  the  position  of  defendants  in  the 
inquiry,  which  has  been  adjourned  for  three  weeks.  Dr. 
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Freyberger  is  the  pathologist  the  Council  had  selected  for 
coroners.  He  is  a  M.D.  of  Vienna,  M.R.C.S.Eng.,  and 
M.R.C.P.Lond.,  as  well  as  a  barrister-at-law  of  the  Middle 
Temple. 

Institute  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians. 
,The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  who  have  been  elected 
in  connection  with  this  Institute  :  President,  the  Hon.  Alban 
Gibbs,  M.P. ;  Vice-President,  Colonel  T.  Davies  Sewell, 
F.R.A.S.,  F.R.S.L. ;  Chairman,  Mr.  G.  E.  Ellis,  C.C. ;  Vice- 
Chairman,  Mr.  George  Bennett;  Treasurer,  Mr.  Frederick 
Bateman;  Auditors,  Messrs.  G.  C.  Bateman  and  J.  H.  Cuff; 
Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance. 

In  Public  Life. 

The  following  have  been  returned  to  municipal  councils  : 

Mr.  C.  Clayton,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oxford. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Parkin,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ripon. 

Mr.  J.  Carter  White,  chemist  and  druggist,  Grimsby. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Barnes,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist,  Dover. 

Mr.  John  Thomas  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  Canter- 
bury. 

Mr.  Edward  Gilbert  Rigby  Watson,  agricultural  chemist, 
Beccles. 

Mr.  John  Robert  Birkett,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  5  More- 
cambe  Terrace,  Morecambe. 

Mr.  Sambourne  Cook,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Forest 
Grove,  Mount  Hooton  Road,  Nottingham. 

Analysts'  Reports. 

In  Lambeth  last  quarter  one  sample  of  milk  of  sulphur  was 
examined  under  the  provisions  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  and  found  to  be  genuine. 

In  Rutland  last  quarter  one  sample  each  of  camphorated 
oil,  cream  of  tartar,  Friar's  balsam,  and  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
and  two  of  tincture  of  rhubarb  were  taken,  and  all  certified 
to  be  genuine. 

During  the  past  quarter  two  samples  of  lime-water,  two  of 
camphorated  oil,  and  one  each  of  compound  liquorice-powder 
and  citrate  of  magnesia  were  taken  for  analysis  in  Hertford- 
shire.   All  were  genuine. 

The  samples  of  drugs  taken  in  Northamptonshire  last 
quarter  comprised  four  of  camphorated  oil,  three  of  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,  and  one  each  of  glycerin  and  ipecacuanha 
wine,  and  all  were  certified  to  be  genuine. 

In  the  county  of  Middlesex  last  quarter  there  were  ex- 
amined, among  other  things,  one  sample  each  of  cream  of 
tartar,  Epsom  salt,  glycerin,  eucalyptus  oil,  tincture  of 
valerian,  and  orange  quinine  wine.    All  were  genuine. 

A  review  of  the  operation  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  in 
the  administrative  County  of  Lancashire  has  just  been  issued 
by  Dr.  Campbell  Brown,  the  public  analyst.  During  the 
past  twelve  months  the  number  of  prosecutions,  convictions, 
and  the  amount  of  penalty  have  all  been  higher  than  in  recent 
years.  After  dealing  with  butter  adulteration  Dr.  Campbell 
Brown  says  that  the  general  practice  of  artificially  colouring 
articles  of  food  requires  repression.  Cocoa,  even  in  the  form 
of  nibs,  is  coloured  by  oxide  of  iron ;  anchovy  paste  simi- 
larly ;  barley  is  whitened  by  French  chalk ;  rice  is  coloured 
with  ultramarine ;  milk  by  annatto  and  by  coal-tar  dyes. 
The  profitableness  of  mixing  olive  stones  and  other  worthless 
materials  with  ground  pepper  was  commented  upon  and 
condemned.  In  conclusion  the  county  analyst  says  that 
although  adulterations  are  now  more  subtle  and  difficult  to 
detect,  the  skill  and  experience  of  the  analyst  had  increased, 
and  frauds  which  could  not  be  detected  at  all  in  the 
'seventies,  and  percentages  of  adulteration  which  could  not 
be  certified  with  certainty  and  confidence  in  the  'eighties,  are 
now  detected  in  a  perfectly  reliable  way. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

The  funds  of  the  city's  hospitals  and  dispensaries  have 
been  enriched  by  10,000/.,  a  contribution  from  the  Hospital 
Saturday  Fund. 

Many  chemists  figure  as  proposers  and  seconders  of  Town 
Council  candidates,  but  none  in  this  district  seek  municipal 
honours  themselves. 

Having  been  unsuccessful  in  his  endeavour  to  acquire  a 
site  in  Droitwich  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  salt-works,  a 
Northwich  gentleman  has  just  completed  the  purchase  of 
two  fields  in  the  parish  of  Stoke  Prior,  near  Bromsgrove, 
with  the  object  of  boring  for  brine. 


Mr.  W.  Sadler,  chemist,  Evesham,  had  brought  to  him 
a  few  days  ago  a  fine  specimen  of  the  fruit  of  Datura 
Stramonium,  which  was  growing  in  a  field  among  some 
stubble. 

At  a  concert  held  in  the  school-room  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Park  Road,  Aston  Manor,  on  October  28, 
a  much-appreciated  part  of  the  entertainment  was  supplied 
by  Mr.  T.  Batty,  chemist.  Upper  Thomas  Street,  Aston 
Manor,  with  an  Edison  "Standard"  phonograph. 

The  local  brotherhood  are  actively  engaged  in  supporting 
the  application  of  Mr.  Joseph  Lucas  as  an  annuitant  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund.  He  once  upon  a  time 
had  a  high-class  business  in  Colmore  Row,  but  illness  and 
other  adverse  causes  have  left  him  in  straitened  circum- 
stances. 

The  superintendent  of  police  in  this  city  intimated  to  a 
local  chemist  ten  days  ago  that  he  would  take  proceedings 
against  him  under  the  Lotteries  Act  in  respect  to  the 
Wright's  coal-tar  soap  guessing  competition.  He  reckoned 
without  the  C.  <b  1)..  and  when  he  received  a  cutting  from 
the  issue  of  September  16,  p.  486,  pointing  out  it  was  held 
in  Caminada  v.  Hulton  that  where  the  element  of  skill  is 
taken  into  consideration  there  can  be  no  lottery,  he  decided 
not  to  interfere  with  the  competition. 

The  art  of  enamelling  is  sadly  neglected  in  England. 
The  basis  of  all  enamels  is  an  easily  fusible  colourless 
silicate,  coloured  by  metallic  oxides  and  nitrates.  Among 
these,  cobalt  nitrate  gives  blue,  manganese  oxide  or  potas- 
sium permanganate  a  beautiful  purple,  copper  oxide  or 
nitrate  for  turquoise,  nickel  for  Vandyke  brown,  and  plati- 
num for  black,  while  a  blood-red  enamel,  in  which  is  visible 
thousands  of  glittering  gold  particles,  is  obtained  from 
1  gram  of  gold  chloride  dissolved  in  300  c.c.  of  water,  and 
added  to  250  grams  of  red  lead  and  300  grams  of  uranium 
oxide,  fused  together  in  a  crucible  in  a  peculiarly  con- 
structed furnace  heated  to  400"".  So  said  Mr.  Cunynghame, 
an  Assistant  Under  Secretary  of  the  Home  Office,  in  a 
lecture  at  the  Art  School  of  this  city  last  week.  The  copper 
is  previously  smeared  with  a  solution  of  gum  arabic,  oxgall, 
and  sugar,  so  as  to  ensure  adhesion  of  the  pastes,  before  the 
fusion  process. 

East  Anglian  Notes. 
The  results  of  local  municipal  elections  include  the  follow- 
ing : 

Mr.  Jas.  H.  Brown,  chemist,  came  in  second  at  Sudbury. 

Mr.  Richard  Sturton,  chemist,  was  returned  unopposed 
for  the  Abbey  Ward,  Cambridge. 

Though  none  of  the  King's  Lynn  chemists  have  aspired  to 
civic  dignities  this  year,  Messrs.  W.  H.  Cockle,  S.  Count, 
J.  R.  Hayes,  and  R.  A.  Metcalfe  by  signing  nomination 
papers  have  assisted  some  of  the  candidatures. 

Mr.  Frank  Oldham,  chemist,  unsuccessfully  contested 
the  North  Ward,  Wisbech,  losing  by  thirty  votes.  The 
electric  lighting  of  the  town  entered  largely  into  the  election, 
and  Mr.  Oldham  is  a  director  of  the  company. 

There  was  very  little  shirking  of  public  duties  on  the 
part  of  the  pharmaceutical  portion  of  the  Wisbech  Town 
Council  during  the  municipal  year  just  ended.  Alderman 
Girling  only  missed  two  meetings,  while  Councillors  Herrod 
and  Oldham  were  absent  but  once  each. 

Messrs.  A.  J.  Caley  &  Son,  Ltd.,  have  subscribed  a 
further  21.  2s.  to  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital.  Lord 
Leicester  last  week  sent  a  cheque  for  1,000/.  in  aid  of  the 
funds  of  the  Kelling  Sanatorium  as  a  thankoffering  for 
recovery  from  illness. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Gardiner,  chemist,  who  has  carried  on  busi- 
ness at  the  Guildhall  Pharmacy.  Norwich,  for  the  past 
thirty-five  years,  has  just  been  joined  in  partnership  by 
Mr.  Wm.  Jas.  Lacey,  late  of  Cambridge.  Mr.  Lacey  is 
a.  Watson-Will  man  and  took  his  qualification  seven  years 
ago. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Smith,  chemist.  Downham  Market,  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  success  attending  the  Nelson  Centen- 
ary Celebration  dinner  held  last  week,  the  secretarial  duties 
of  which  he  undertook.  About  120  persons  were  present, 
fifty  of  whom  were  local  Army  and  Navy  Service  pensioners 
or  men  who  have  seen  active  service,  and  to  these  Mr. 
Smith,  at  personal  cost,  dispensed  pipes  and  tobacco.  Sir 
Alfred  Bagge  was  chairman. 
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Manchester  Notes. 

A  local  surgeon,  during  examination  at  the  Salford  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  said  there  are  so  many  newcomers  that  the 
neighbourhood  is  now  thick  with  doctors. 

The  Building  Committee  report  that  satisfactory  progress 
is  being  made  with  the  building  of  the  new  infirmary  at 
Stanley  Grove.  At  present  400  men  are  engaged  on  the 
work. 

Mr.  Harry  Kemp,  Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  has  been  re- 
elected a  member  of  the  Manchester  City  Council  by  a 
majority  of  sixty-three  votes.  The  "Evening  News"  says 
Mr.  Kemp  has  won  a  high  reputation  during  his  short  career 
as  a>  city  councillor. 

An  interesting  experiment  in  school  libraries  is  about  to 
be  made  at  Stretford.  Mr.  F.  W.  Bates,  Brook's  Bar,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Stretford  Education  Committee,  has  been 
requested  to  assist  in  preparing  a  list  of  books  suitable  for 
school-children  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  50/. 

A  memorial  to  Dr.  Joule,  the  famous  Manchester  physi- 
cist, who  discovered  the  mechanical  equivalent  of  heat,  has 
been  unveiled  at  Sale,  near  Manchester,  where  Dr.  Joule 
spent  the  last  years  of  his  life.  Sir  W.  H.  Bailey  in  his 
address  said  Joule  educated  himself  to  see  the  one  three- 
thousandth  part  of  one  degree  Fahrenheit,  and  this  refine- 
ment of  the  art  of  speaking  the  truth  he  defined  as  science. 
Sheffield  Notes. 

Among  the  accounts  passed  by  the  Improvement  Com- 
mittee of  the  City  Council  and  presented  to  the  Council- 
meeting  last  week  was  an  item  of  350/.  to  Boots,  Cash 
Chemists  (Eastern),  Ltd.,  under  the  1897  Street  Widenings 
Act,  being  the  purchase-money,  compensation,  and  charges 
in  respect  of  leasehold  land  and  buildings  in  Attercliffe 
Road. 

An  outbreak  of  fire,  attributed  to  the  ignition  of  chemi- 
cals, occurred  on  October  28  in  the  laboratory  at  Firth 
College,  in  Leopold  Street.  An  explosion  of  chemicals  also 
took  place,  this  doing  a  good  deal  of  damage  in  addition  to 
the  flames.  The  firemen  had  arduous  work  to  perform 
before  they  completed  the  extinction,  and  had  to  pull  up 
about  30  square  feet  of  flooring.  The  damage  will  probably 
run  to  about  100/. 

The  recently  issued  annual  report  of  the  Sheffield  Royal 
Infirmary  shows  that  the  work  of  this  institution  still  grows, 
the  total  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  being 
over  31,000.  The  drug-bill  for  the  year  amounted  to 
1,095/.  ll.s.  4i/.,  and  dressings,  surgical  instruments,  etc., 
brought  the  total  cost  of  this  section  up  to  3,048/.  5.s.  Id. 
Twenty-three  poisoning-cases  were  admitted,  3  of  these 
being  undetermined.  Of  the  remaining  20,  3  were  acute 
alcoholic,  1  paraffin,  2  ammonia,  1  gas,  9  opium  (2  fatal), 
1  carbolic,  1  acetic  acid,  1  caustic  soda,  and  1  camphorated 
oil.  - 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Microscopical  Society 
was  held  in  the  rooms  of  the  Literary  and  Philosophical 
Society,  Leopold  Street,  on  October  25,  Dr.  Godfrey  Cartel- 
presiding.  The  annual  report  showed  a  net  increase  of  four 
in  membership  during  the  year,  and  a  balance  of  8/.  3s.  lCd. 
in  hand.1  Dr.  Godfrey  Carter  was  re-elected  President,  and 
although  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  pleaded  that  his  other 
engagements  prevented  his  attending  the  meetings  as  often 
as  he  would  wish,  he  was  re-elected  Vice-President.  Mr. 
John  Austen  was  re-elected  Hon.  Secretary. 

Councillor  A.  Russell  Fox,  F.L.S.,  the  President  of  the 
Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  was  re- 
elected on  Wednesday  as  the  representative  of  the  Crookes- 
moor  Ward  on  the  City  Council  by  a  majority  of  361,  he 
polling  a  total  of  1,808  votes. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  figures  on  the  Conservative  side 
in  the  municipal-election  campaign  has  been  Mr.  J.  M. 
Furness,  J. P.,  chemist  and  druggist.  Mr.  Furness  is  a 
fighter,  and  as  a  consequence  has  met  with  the  fighter's  share 
of  opposition  on  more  than  one  occasion,  but  his  services  have 
been  in  requisition  in  most  of  the  wards.  The  election  has 
resulted  in  the  return  of  the  Liberals  to  power. 

The  election  fight  has  waxed  fast  and  furious  during  the 
past  week.  Councillor  A.  Russell  Fox  has  had  a  stiff  fight 
in  the  Crookesmoor  Ward,  and  has  been  making  his  work  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts  one  of  the  planks  of  his  platform.    He  has  apparently 


touched  his  opponent  (who  is  a  builder)  on  a  raw  spot,  for 
the  latter  in  a  recent  speech  quaintly  remarked  that  his 
houses  would  stand  looking  at  as  much  as  the  drugs  Mr.  Fox 
sold  at  his  shop.  He  could  build  a  house  as  well  as  his 
opponent  could  sell  a  bottle  of  medicine,  and  was  as  much 
entitled  to  call  the  latter  a  "  quack  doctor  "  as  he  (Mr.  Fox) 
was  to  call  him  a  jerry  builder. 

Slight  Fire  at  Chesterfield. 
A  fire  broke  out  just  before  noon  yesterday  at  Messrs. 
Robinson's  Wheatbridge  Mills,  Brampton.  The  outbreak 
was  in  the  cotton-wool  drying-room,  and  thanks  to  the 
automatic  sprinklers,  the  works  brigade,  and  the  Corpora- 
tion fire-brigade,  it  was  confined  to  this  part  of  the  extensive 
works.  But  little  structural  repair  will  be  necessary,  and 
100/.  will  well  cover  all  the  damage. 

The  Question  of  Prices. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  Chertsey  Board  of  Guardians  on 
October  25,  attention  was  directed  to  the  account  for  drugs, 
etc.,  presented  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Jago,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Mr.  Belcher  said  that  Elliman's  embrocation  was  charged 
at  3s.  6d.,  whereas  it  could  be  sold,  with  the  makers'  sanc- 
tion, at  a  minimum  price  of  3.s.  There  was  also  starch- 
powder,  which  could  be  retailed  at  a  fair  profit  at  7>^d. 
per  lb.,  and  sulphur  for  cattle  which  could  be  obtained  for 
2^d.  per  lb.  Mr.  Vaux  said  they  must  be  careful  in  future 
as  to  the  prices  they  paid  for  drugs,  and  he  suggested  that 
another  chemist  should  be  given  a  chance ;  while  Mr. 
Young  said  that  if  Mr.  Jago  had  overcharged  he  should  be 
told  about  it.  The  Board  decided  to  settle  the  account, 
the  payment  of  which  had  been  deferred  at  a  previous 
meeting. 

A  Chemical-works  Explosion. 
An  inquest  was  held  before  the  Manchester  City  Coroner 
(Mr.  E.  A.  Gibson)  on  October  27  relative  to  the  death  of 
Michael  Hynes,  a  foreman  at  the  chemical-works  of  Messrs. 
C.  J.  Schofield,  Limited,  Clayton.      Mr.  T.  E.  Burton, 
chemist,  who  said  he  had  been  five  years  manager,  deposed 
that  deceased  was  the  acid  manager.    It  was  part  of  his  duty 
to  work  on  the  top  of  the  hydrochloric-acid  cisterns.  On 
October  21  these  cisterns  appeared  to  be  in  perfect  order,  but 
on  the  following  morning  he  heard  there  had  been  a  fatality, 
and  on  proceeding  to  the  No.  2  cistern,  where  the  deceased 
had  been  at  work,  found  that  the  cistern  had  exploded  and 
that  deceased  had  been  killed.    Two  years  ago  the  cistern 
was  repaired.    The  cistern  was  made  of  four  great  stone 
slabs,  weighing  a  ton  each,  and  about  five  inches  thick  and 
six  feet  high.    They  were  fastened  together  with  iron  bolts 
and  surrounded  with  hoops.    Indiarubber  was  used  to  make 
them  watertight.    On  the  top  were  two  holes  of  different 
sizes,  so  as  not  to  allow  any  pressure  to  accumulate  in  the 
cistern.    The  cistern  contained  150  carboys  of  spirit  of  salt, 
20  lbs.  of  sulphide  of  iron,  and  a  quantity  of  sulphide  of 
arsenic  not  exceeding  1  cwt.    Deceased  was  engaged  in  pre- 
cipitating the  arsenic  from  the  acid  as  yellow  sulphide, 
and  to  do  so  had  to  add  the  sulphide  of  iron.  This 
would  cause  the  mass  to  give  off  sulphuretted-hydrogen 
gas,  the  excess  of  which  would  escape  by  the  holes  at 
the  top  of  the  cistern.    This  gas,  mixed  with  air,  would 
cause  an  explosion  if  a  light  was  applied.    The  deceased  was 
a  non-smoker.    There  was  no  coal-gas  or  light  of  any  kind 
near  the  collapsed  cistern.    The  arsenic  was  not  running  off 
when  the  explosion  occurred.    James  Blairs  said  the  cistern 
was  fifteen  years  old.    It  was  repaired  two  years  ago,  and 
a  month  ago  new  iron  hoops  were  put  round  it.    The  furnace 
was  wrecked,  and  the  deceased  was  found  dead  under  one  of 
the  ton  stone  slabs  in  the  place  where  the  cistern  had  origin- 
ally stood.    The  jury  returned  an  open  verdict.    There  was 
no  evidence  as  to  the  precise  cause  of  the  accident. 

Improper  Postal  Packets. 
At  Marlborough  Street  Police  Court  on  October  27,  Alfred 
Wray  (43),  medical  electrician,  Berners  Street,  W. ;  Henry 
Townsend  (50),  shopman;  Henry  Mostyn  (40),  clerk;  and 
Frank  Orchard  (38),  porter,  were  charged  on  remand,  before 
Mr.  Kennedy,  with  sending  a  postal  packet  containing  im- 
proper books  and  articles  from  Volta  House,  Wardour 
Street,  W.  Mr.  R.  D.  Muir  prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the 
Postmaster-General ;  and  Mr.  Bodkin  appeared  for  the  de- 
fence. The  defendants  pleaded  guilty.  It  was  ex- 
plained that  police-officers  found,  on  October  13,  a  quantity 
of    literature    relating  to  "Dr.  Bell's  Self -restorer "  at 
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Volta  House.  Mr.  Muir  said  persons  are  not  entitled  to 
use  the  Post  Office  to  advertise  by  such  literature  in  this 
way.  Circulars  appeared  to  have  been  sent  to  an  enormous 
.number  of  persons,  fifty  directories  having  been  found  in 
the  office  with  a  number  of  names  ticked  off.  Mr.  Bodkin, 
cn  defence,  said  the  business  was  established  about  forty 
years  ago  by  the  father  of  Wray,  on  whose  death  Wray 
^succeeded  to  it,  and  this  was  the  first  time  there  had  been 
any  interference  with  it.  Mr.  Kennedy  fined  Wray  101., 
with  5/.  costs;  Townsend  51.,  with  li.  costs;  and  ordered 
the  other  two  to  be  bound  over. 

Posting  Misdemeanants. 
The  Lambeth  Borough  Council  discussed  at  their  meeting 
■on  October  26  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  their  Public 
Health  Committee  on  the  following  suggestion  : 

To  consider  and  report  as  to  the  advisability  of  the 
Council  periodically  issuing  and  posting  notices  publicly 
throughout  the  borough,  giving  the  names,  addresses,  and 
other  particulars  of  persons  convicted  for  offences  in  con- 
nection with  the  adulteration  of  drugs,  etc. 
The  committee  had  also  received  a  report  from  the  Town 
Clerk  on  this  matter,  in  which  it  was  reported  to  them  that  a 
-tradesman,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  could  be 
convicted  for  offences  committed  by  his  shopmen  and  ser- 
vants, as  well  as  for  his  own  personal  acts,  whereas  a  railway 
■company  could  only  obtain  convictions  against  persons  who 
Jiad  personally  committed  an  offence.    After  giving  careful 
■consideration  to  Councillor  Briant's  proposal,  the  committee 
were  unable  to  advise  the  Council  to  undertake  the  responsi- 
bility of  issuing  the  notices  suggested. 


3risb  1Rew$. 

Local  newspapers  containing-  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  James  Taylor,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  opened 
a  medical  hall  in  Aughnacloy,  co.  Tyrone.  Mr.  Taylor 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Brittain 
M.C.P.S.I.,  Drogheda. 

Messenger  Injured. 
On  October  27  John  O'Leary,  aged  fifteen,  a  messenger 
employed  by  Mr.  Froedman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  North 
Frederick  Street,  Dublin,  while  crossing  Sackville  Street, 
was  knocked  down  by  a  tram-car.  He  was  taken  in  the 
■ambulance  to  Jervis  Street  Hospital,  where  he  is  detained  as 
■a  .patient. 

The  Beggar's  Eeward. 
At  Belfast  Police  Court  on  October  30,  Alexander  Black, 
.a -cripple,  was  charged  with  attempting  to  assault  Mr.  Wm. 
Haslett,  druggist,  Ormean  Road.  Black  entered  Mr.  Has- 
/lett's  shop  begging  for  alms.  He  was  refused,  and  thereupon 
became  abusive  and  threatened  to  strike  Mr.  Haslett.  The 
Stipendiary  sentenced  the  accused  to  a  month's  imprison- 
ment with  hard  labour. 

The  British  Association  Visit. 
The  following  are  among  those  who  have  contributed  to 
the  fund  started  for  the  reception  in  Dublin  during  1907  of 
the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science  : 
Mr.  Samuel  P.  Boyd,  M.A.  (Messrs.  Boileau  &  Bovd,  Ltd.). 
21.  2  s.  ;  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  City  Analyst,  151.  15s.  ; 
Messrs.  Cantrell  &  Cochrane.  251. ;  Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter 
M.P.S.I.  (Leonard  &  Co.),  15Z.  15s.;  Sir  John  W.  Moore 
{Government  visitor  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society),  51  5s  ; 
■and  Mr.  A.  L.  Doran,  L.P.S.I.,  Bray,  11.  [The  Association 
lis  not  to  visit  Dublin  in  1907. — Ed.] 

"Who  were  the  Analysts  ? 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Trim  Board  of  Guardians  a 
letter  was  read  from  Professor  E.  Lapper,  Chemical  Labora- 
tory, Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Dublin,  asking  that  he 
should  be  paid  4/.  4s.  for  analysing  four  samples  of  water 
■  (in  June  and  July  of  this  year)  for  the  Trim  Union.  The 
Chairman  asked  the  relieving  officers  if  any  samples  were 
-sent  to  Professor  Lapper,  and  these  officials  replied  that 
samples  for  analysis  are  only  sent  to  Sir  Charles  Cameron. 
The  Chairman  said  there  must  be  some  mistake,  and  it  was 
-decided  to  ask  Professor  Lapper  for  particulars  of  the 
analyses  he  had  made. 


Expensive  Packing. 
Some  time  ago  Dr.  Quigley,  medical  officer  of  the  Clough- 
jordan  Dispensary,  sent  a  claim  for  10s.,  expenses  about  to 
be  incurred  by  him  in  connection  with  the  packing  and  re- 
turning of  empties  to  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Dublin,  the 
medicine-contractors.  The  empties  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Guardians  for  some  time,  and  when  the  contractors 
pressed  for  their  return  the  Medical  Officer  said  it  would  be 
done  on  payment  of  ten  shillings.  Messrs.  Clarke  &  Co. 
have  now  written  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  stating  that, 
as  the  value  of  the  empties  is  only  18s.  9d.,  they  are  pre- 
pared to  make  a  present  of  them  to  the  Board.  The  Chair- 
man :  That  settles  the  matter. 

Complimentary  Dinner. 
Mr.  Edgar  B.  Aplin  and  Mr.  R.  G.  Creed  were  enter- 
tained to  dinner  at  Jury's  Hotel,  Dublin,  on  October  28,  on 
the  occasion  of  their  leaving  the  firm  of  Messrs.  McMaster, 
Hodgson  &  Co.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Kilkelly. 
of  the  last-named  firm,  and  there  was  a  good  company  of 
friends  of  the  guests  present.  The  Chairman  proposed  the 
healths  of  Messrs.  Aplin  and  Creed,  speaking  in  high  terms 
of  their  ability  and  wishing  them  every  success  in  their  new 
spheres  of  action.  Mr.  Aplin,  in  reply,  said  he  did  not 
intend  severing  his  connection  with  the  Assistants'  Associa- 
tion. He  referred  to  the  late  Sir  Edward  M.  Hodgson  and 
Mr.  George  McMaster  as  model  employers  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word.  Mr.  Creed  also  replied.  Other  toasts 
were  "  The  Association,"  "  The  Firm,"  "  The  Visitors,"  and 
"  The  Chairman."  A  musical  programme  was  well  rendered, 
Messrs.  Harman  and  Maguire  presiding  at  the  piano. 


Scotcb  flews. 

Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  Trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  William  Giles,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  placed 
on  the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  the  City 
of  Aberdeen. 

Miss  Winifred  Laing.  daughter  of,  and  apprentice  with, 
Mr.  A.  L.  Laing,  chemist,  Lerwick,  has  passed  in  all  the 
necessary  subjects  of  the  College  of  Preceptors'  Pharma- 
ceutical Preliminary  examination. 

Business  Changes. 

Mr.  A.  Mungall,  chemist  and  druggist,  Lesmahagow,  has 
taken  over  the  business  of  Mr.  A.  N.  Bowman,  of  Pitten- 
weem. 

Mr.  A.  N.  Bowman,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired 
the  business  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  Thomas  Thomson 
at  Anstruther. 

Mr.  W.  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Portnockie, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Bremner, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Buckie. 

Dundee  IVotes. 

Mr.  James  Braik  Mason,  F.C.S.,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Dundee,  writing  in  a  local  paper,  says  it  is  a  deplorable  fact 
that  scientific  and  technological  education  has  had  a  serious 
backset  during  the  last  half-dozen  years.  He  strongly  urges 
formation  of  classes  and  appointment  of  capable  teachers  who 
are  not  University  professors.  Mr.  Mason  for  several  years 
lectured  on  chemistry  at  the  local  Y.M.C.A.  classes. 

Robert  Bloomfield.  Dundee's  herb-king,  interviewed  by  the 
"  People's  Journal,"  says  he  is  a  native  of  Stonham,  Suffolk. 
He  learned  the  trade  with  Mr.  James  Gibbon,  herbalist, 
Shadwell,  and  is  known  in  every  town  from  Buckie  to 
Penzance,  but  has  settled  in  Dundee,  where  in  the  Green- 
market  he  sells  tablets  for  coughs,  herbs  for  "  little  Mary," 
and  pills  by  the  thousand.  Having  nothing  to  sell  dearer 
than  2d.  he  is  called  "  the  poor  man's  doctor." 

Fire. 

An  alarming  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  at  Ellon  on  Octo- 
ber 23,  in  a  store  belonging  to  Councillor  George  McGregor, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street.  The  building  is 
situated  in  the  rear  of  the  shop,  from  which  it  is  divided 
by  a  stone  wall,  and  it  is  used  for  storing  wines,  spirits,  etc. 
The  first  to  detect  the  outbreak  was  Mr.  William  John 
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McGregor,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  found  that  prompt 
measures  were  necessary  if  the  buildings  were  to  be  saved ; 
so  he  immediately  raised  the  alarm,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of 
water  was  thrown  on  the  burning  material,  which  was  prin- 
cipally methylated  spirit.  The  burgh  fire-engine  was  called 
out,  but  the  services  of  the  brigade  were  not  required.  A 
good  deal  of  damage  was  done,  but  had  it  not  been  for  the 
energetic  measures  taken  by  Mr.  McGregor,  the  result  might 
have  been  very  serious,  considering  the  inflammable  nature 
of  the  contents  of  the  store. 

Cold  Quarters. 
Mr.  Alex.  Gall,  chemist,  Fraserburgh,  who  is  having  his 
property  in  the  Square  rebuilt,  has  built  out  into  the 


Square,  and  immediately  adjacent,  a  temporary  wooden 
pharmacy  in  which  he  is  carrying  on  business  during  re- 
building. The  structure  is  probably  unique,  and,  erected 
as  it  is  on  the  public  thoroughfare,  considerable  difficulty 
arose  before  it  was  sanctioned.  It  will  prove  cold  winter 
quarters  in  these  almost  polar  regions,  but  otherwise  the 
temporary  pharmacy  is  eminently  suitable. 

Agricultural  Poisons. 
Mr.  Fellowes,  President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  attended  at  the  annual  conference  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Scottish  Chamber  of  Agriculture  and  Asso- 
ciated District  Societies,  held  at  Perth,  on  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 27.  Mr.  James  Biggar,  Chapelton,  Dalbeattie,  moved 
that  the  Chamber  again  urge  on  the  Government  to  proceed 
without  delay  with  legislation  to  permit  merchants  who  are 
not  chemists  to  sell,  under  suitable  regulations,  poisonous 
compounds  for  agricultural  and  horticultural  purposes. 
He  argued  that  by  the  abolition  of  monopoly  much  better 
terms  would  be  secured.  Mr.  George  Prentice,  Strathore, 
seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to  unanimously, 
The  "Dundee  Advertiser"  reports  that  "Mr.  Biggar  was 
keen  as  of  yore,  and  Mr.  Connell  was  on  the  hop  all  over  the 
platform  and  in  front  of  it  finding  movers  for  this,  seconders 
for  that,  and  supporters  for  the  other  thing.  Mr.  Fellowes 
had  an  excellent  reception  from  the  attentuated  benches 
when  he  came  quite  belated  to  his  kingdom.  .  .  .  His  type- 
written speech  was  voluminous  and  vast,  and  .  .  .  '  he 
didna  say  muckle  in  a  way,'  was  the  comment  of  one  of  the 
audience." 


A  Counterblast. — A  Manchester  chemist  has  recently 
scattered  broadcast  in  his  neighbourhood  a  printed  circular 
which  is  calculated  to  supply  some  useful  information.  He 
says  that  "  drug-stores "  and  "  cheap  chemists,"  who 
profess  to  sell  so  much  cheaper  than  the  ordinary 
chemist,  abound  in  every  town  in  the  country.  They 
have  sprung  up  like  mushrooms,  and  hold  themselves 
out  as  "public  benefactors";  that  chemists  and  drug- 
gists have  long  enjoyed  exorbitant  profits,  "  whereas  they 
require  little  or  none."  He  doubts  such  self-sacrifice,  and 
thinks  it  needs  only  a  little  investigation  to  be  proved  to  bo 
untrue  in  both  cases.  After  dealing  with  "baits  to  draw," 
which  arc  sometimes  sold  below  cost  price,  he  says  "  the 
qualities  of  drugs  vary  more  than  any  class  of  merchandise, 
the  cost  of  common  qualities  often  being  70,  80,  or  100  per 
cent,  lower  than  the  first  qualities.  Cheap  drugs,"  he  says, 
"  mean  inferior  drugs,  and  are  a  positive  danger  to  patients 
to  whom  they  have  been  sold  or  dispensed." 


Jfrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Dr.  Calmette  and  the  Prix  Atjdiffred. — The  Paris 
Academy  of  Moral  and  Political  Sciences  has  awarded  one 
of  the  most  important  prizes  at  its  disposal — the  Prix 
Audiffred,  of  the  value  of  15,000f.  (600?.)— to  Dr.  Cal- 
mette, of  Lille,  as  a  recompense  for  his  signal  devotion  to 
the  study  of  bacteriological  problems. 

Herb-growing. — M.  Jules  Rudolph  remarks  that  al- 
though certain  plants  when  cultivated  attain  a  larger  growth 
and  more  abundant  foliage,  the  percentage  of  active  prin- 
ciple, odour,  etc. ,  is  often  less  than  when  in  a  wild  state.  He 
cites  as  illustrations  balm,  mint,  thyme,  sage,  and  lavender 
among  the  labiates  ;  coriander,  fennel,  and  aniseed  among  the 
umbelliferse. 

Liege  Exhibition. — In  Class  90  (perfumery)  Grands  Prix 
have  been  awarded  to  Antoine  Chiris  and  Louis  Roure,  of 
Grasse,  and  to  seven  Parisian  houses  :  Eugene  Charabot,  A. 
Chouet  &  Cie.,  Dorin,  Houbigant,  Pinaud,  L.  T.  Piver  & 
Cie.,  and  Louis  Plassard.  In  Class  87  (chemical  arts  and 
pharmacy)  the  French  "Grands  Prix"  include  the  Soeiete 
Chimique,  of  Paris  ;  de  Ricqles  &  Cie.,  St.  Ouen ;  Deschamps 
freres,  a  Vieux-Jean  d'Heurs  (Meuse) ;  Edouard  Landrin. 
Paris  ;  Manufacture  de  Produits  Chimiques  du  Nord,  Lille  ; 
Soeiete  de  Produits  Chimiques,  Marseilles ;  l'Estaque  & 
Darblay  pere  &  fils,  G.  Feron,  and  Edmond  Hatterer,  of 
Paris.  In  Class  3  (hygiene)  the  Vichy  Co.  and  the  Institut 
Pasteur,  Paris,  take  "  Grands  Prix." 

Cattle-foods. — M.  Eugene  Collin  describes  how  pro- 
vincial French  pharmacists  are  often  induced  by  a  glib- 
tongued  agent  to  sign  orders  for  cattle- foods  which  are 
quite  unsaleable  without  extensive  and  prolonged  advertis- 
ing. Frequent  disputes  arising  from  these  have  enabled 
M.  Collin  to  examine  a  large  number  of  samples,  and  he 
says  their  real  value  is  trifling.  Liquorice,  gentian, 
fenugreek,  etc.,  are  among  the  most  valuable  of  the  vege- 
table elements;  while  cereals,  bran,  and  industrial  residues, 
oil-cakes,  etc.,  usually  make  up  the  rest.  Bicarbonate, 
chloride,  and  phosphate  of  sodium  are  the  usual  mineral 
elements.  Sawdust,  rice-husks,  and  ground-nut  shells  are 
among  the  "  food  "  adulterants. 

"Booming"  a  New  Business. — The  Tours  tramcars 
bore  on  the  front  an  inscription  in  letters  2  ft.  long,  "  Phar- 
macie  Principale."  My  curiosity  was  awakened,  but  soon 
gratified  by  a  notice  in  gigantic  letters  just  behind  the  new 
Town  Hall  which  informed  me  that  the  Pharmacie  Princi- 
pale is  in  the  rue  Nationale,  the  chief  business  thoroughfare 
of  Tours,  between  the  Hotel  de  Ville  and  the  bridge.  It  is 
announced  as  the  "  Siege  Sociale  "  of  the  Company  of  Grand 
Pharmacies  of  France,  and  bears  its  title  in  letters  2  ft.  long 
on  a  very  new-art  shopfront.  The  art-green  curtains  show  up. 
in  one  window,  two  bundles  of  cinchona-bark  and  a  view 
of  Evian-les-Bains ;  "  Picture  postcards  of  Evian  distributed 
free  to-morrow,"  adds  a  notice.  In  the  other  window  were 
two  2-ft.  by  3-ft.  boxes  of  lozenges,  with  a  heap  of  the  usual- 
sized  boxes  between,  and  fifty  original  testimonials  at  the 
back.  Quite  a  small  frontage  has  thus  been  made  con- 
spicuous. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences. — It  was  a  hundred  years  ago 
last  week  that  the  Institute  of  France  definitely  took 
up  its  present  quarters  in  the  Palais  Mazarin.  The 
Academy  of  Sciences  and  its  sister  academies  were  abolished 
at  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  and  when  reformed  occupied 
for  some  years  a  room  in  the  Louvre,  now  known  as 
the  Salle  de  Cariatides,  till  1905.  In  this  connection  it  may 
be  noted  that  just  as  the  Royal  Society  of  London  had  its 
origin  in  a  little  knot  of  men  who  met  unofficially  to  discuss 
scientific  subjects,  the  small  body  of  savants,  which  later  on 
became  the  official  and  world- famed  Academy  of  Sciences, 
first  met  at  the  house  of  Geoffroy,  the  pharmacist,  a  worthy 
apothecary  of  Louis  XIV. 's  time,  whose  contemporary  por- 
trait so  well  graces  the  Salle  des  Actes  of  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy.  Geoffroy's  son,  by  the  way,  became  a  Fellow  of 
the  English  Royal  Society.  As  one  of  his  theses  (all  fashion- 
able Paris  flocked  to  hear  his  lectures  at  the  Faculty  of 
Medicine)  was  entitled  "  Whether  Man  was  once  a  Worm," 
he  may  possibly  lay  claim  to  the  title  of  the  earliest  apostle  of 
the  Darwinian  theory. 
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New  Belgian  Pharmacopoeia.—  The  publication  of  this 
work  is  shortly  expected.  It  will  contain  a  large  number  of 
new  medicaments. 

Saccharin  in  Italy. — An  English  lady  visitor  to  Rome 
has  been  asked  by  the  Customs  authorities  to  pay  a  fine  of 
141.  for  having  brought  with  her  in  her  trunk  two  phials  con- 
taining saccharin  tabloids. 

An  Assistant's  Error. — The  case  has  just  been  decided 
in  the  St.  Petersburg  Circuit  Court  of  a  pharmacist,  named 
Schroeder,  from  whose  pharmacy  an  Anitchkoff  child  was,  in 
October  1901,  served  in  error  with  poison  in  place  of  the 
medicine  asked  for.  The  child  recovered.  The  Court 
absolved  Schroeder  on  the  ground  that  he  was  absent  from 
the  pharmacy  that  day  and  had  left  it  in  charge  of  his 
assistant. 

Curious  Drug-adulterants. — At  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  Atlantic  City, 
Messrs.  McKesson  &  Robbins  exhibited  a  collection  of 
adulterated  drugs,  among  them  being  a  pod  of  castorum, 
the  interior  of  which  had  been  scraped  and  filled  with 
plaster  of  Paris.  Numerous  bullets  and  pieces  of  metal  and 
stone,  and  also  a  piece  of  camel's  excrement,  which  had  been 
found  in  the  interior  of  balls  of  crude  opium,  were  also 
displayed,  the  whole  making  a  remarkable  and  interesting 
collection. 

The  Egyptian  Pharmacy  Regulations. — About  a  year 
ago  a  Greek  named  Pistis,  when  applying  for  permission  to 
open  a  pharmacy,  sent  in  a  diploma  to  the  Egyptian  Sanitary 
Authority  which  is  now  found  to  have  belonged  to  a  man 
who  had  been  dead  since  1896.  Three  other  cases  of  quite 
as  serious  a  nature  are  now  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Cairo  police  and  Hellenic  Consular  authorities.  In  each 
instance  the  applicant  for  the  necessary  authorisation  to 
practise  as  a  chemist  sent  in  a  diploma  purporting  to  have 
been  issued  by  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Athens,  but  which 
has  been  found  to  be  false.  The  three  individuals,  two  of 
whom  are  Greek  subjects,  and  the  third  also  Greek  but  a 
local  subject,  have  been  arrested.  In  Cairo  and  suburbs 
there  are  no  fewer  than  150  pharmacies,  therefore  great  care 
has  to  be  exercised  by  the  Sanitary  Department. 

Brazilian  Monazite  Sand. — The  "Brazilian  Review" 
describes  a  plant  recently  erected  for  the  centralisation  of 
monazitiferous  gravel  found  in  quantity  along  the  banks  of 
the  river  Parahyba,  stating  that  this  treatment  of  river 
ground  is  entirely  a  new  industry  in  Brazil,  and,  if  success- 
ful, will  revolutionise  Brazilian  trade  in  monazite.  The 
owner  of  this  installation,  which  is  situated  at  Lage,  one 
league  from  Sapucai,  estimates  that  he  can  produce,  by  means 
of  his  separating  process,  from  a  raw  material  containing  but 
2  per  cent,  of  monazite  a  finished  product  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  tons  per  month,  which  he  values  at  700  francs  .per  ton. 
If  these  figures  are  correct,  says  the  "  Brazilian  Review," 
it  is  probable  that  other  installations  will  be  erected  for 
the  treatment  of  the  monazitiferous  sands,  which  appear  to 
be  widely  distributed  in  river-placer  deposits,  and  thus  the 
monopolists  of  the  foreshores  may  lose  their  control  of  the 
market. 

Argentine  Pharmacy. — The  present  pharmacy  Law  of 
1891,  which  allows  any  person  to  conduct  a  pharmacy  in  the 
Argentine  Republic,  provided  a  qualified  pharmacist  takes 
over  nominally  the  responsibility,  is  to  be  replaced  by  a  new 
iaw  now  before  the  Legislature.  Should  the  Bill  pass,  it  will 
in  future  be  only  possible  for  fully  qualified  pharmacists  to 
own  and  work  in  pharmacies.  At  present  unqualified  assist- 
ants, having  the  necessary  technical  knowledge,  but  without 
the  required  education,  are  employed.  Upon  passing  an 
examination  these  assistants  are  allowed  to  open  or  conduct 
a  pharmacy  in  places  where  no  qualified  pharmacist  is  esta- 
blished. According  to  the  provisions  of  the  new  law,  these 
"  idoneos,"  as  they  are  called,  will  be  done  away  with;  and 
every  qualified  pharmacist  must  upon  passing  his  examina- 
tion serve  for  one  year  as  an  assistant  before  establishing 
himself  in  business.  The  proposed  abolition  of  the 
"idoneos"  is  meeting  with  considerable  objection,  as  it 
would  entail  the  closing  of  many  pharmacies  at  present  kept 
by  them  in  out-of-the-way  places  of  the  Republic,  where  no 
qualified  pharmacist  would  think  of  opening  a  business. 


3noia  ano  tbe  East. 

(News  from  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Para  Rubber. — Mr.  Herbert  Wright,  F.L.S.,  Controller, 
Government  Experiment  Station,  Peradeniya,  Ceylon,  has 
written  a  new  illustrated  book  on  the  botany,  cultivation, 
chemistry,  and  diseases  of  Hevea  brasiliensis,  or  Para 
rubber.  Judging  from  the  synopsis  of  the  contents  the 
work,  which  is  now  in  the  press,  is  to  be  exhaustive. 

The  Advance  of  Medicine. — The  Straits  Medical  School 
was  formally  opened  on  September  28  by  his  Excellency 
the  Governor.  Drs.  Chan  Kun  Shing,  Tan  Yew  Wei,  Wong 
I  Ek,  N.  V.  Samy,  Chan  Cheng  Kai,  and  Goh  Kit  Moh, 
who,  under  the  "Medical  Registration  Ordinance"  intro- 
duced in  July  last,  were  debarred  from  practising  as  physi- 
cians and  surgeons,  have  passed  successfully  in  an  examina- 
tion held  recently  by  a  Government  Board  (medical),  and  are 
now  registered  as  fully  qualified  medical  practitioners. 

New  Cardamom-clipping  Machine. — Hitherto  the  clip- 
ping of  cardamoms  in  Ceylon  has  been  done  by  hand,  but 
now  a  new  labour-saving  machine  has  been  imported  for  the 
use  of  cardamom-growers.  This  machine,  which  can  be 
driven  by  hand  or  power,  can  clip  cured  cardamoms  at  the 
rate  of  300  to  350  lbs.  per  day,  while  the  usual  daily  task  of  a 
coolie  is  7  lbs.  to  10  lbs.  Mr.  J.  Westland,  of  Gammadua, 
who  has  imported  the  first  machine,  is  acting  as  agent  in 
Ceylon.  The  principle  is  a  perforated  horizontal  steel 
cylinder,  into  which  the  cardamoms  are  put.  This  revolves 
in  one  direction,  whilst,  in  the  opposite  direction,  revolve,  in 
close  contact  with  it,  two  cutters  exactly  like  lawn-mower 
knives.  As  the  cardamoms  turn  over  inside  the  revolving 
cylinder  the  "tops"  and  stalks,  sooner  or  later,  protrude 
through  the  perforations  and  are  instantly  clipped  off  by  the 
knives.    The  machine  cost  25/.  in  England. 

The  Chinese  Community  of  Singapore  has  been  in  a  state 
of  agitation  for  some  time  over  a  proposed  act  of  legislation. 
Among  other  recommendations  made  for  the  health  of  the 
Colony,  one  was  to  the  effect  that  in  all  cases  where  death 
was  unregistered  by  a  certified  medical  practitioner,  a  post- 
mortem examination  should  be  made.  The  Chinese  there- 
upon flooded  the  town  with  notices  in  Chinese  to  the  effect 
that  no  Chinaman  must  allow  himself  to  be  taken  to  the 
General  Hospital,  and  that  on  no  account  must  he  purchase 
European  medicines.  It  was  alleged  that  the  doctors  would 
poison  the  patients  simply  to  find  out  what  effects  the  medi- 
cines had,  and  that  the  Chinese  were  sent  to  the  General 
Hospital  solely  for  the  purpose  of  dissection  and  experiment. 
It  was  feared  that  the  ignorant  coolie  class  might  attempt  to 
do  some  damage  in  consequence,  and  the  police  were  on  guard 
one  night  over  all  the  European  dispensaries.  All  cause  of 
trouble  has,  however,  been  removed,  for  the  Government 
has  issued  notices  in  Chinese  with  an  amended  rule  which 
does  away  with  all  fears  of  the  compulsory  post-mortem 
examinations  which  so  incensed  the  native  population. 

Drugs  in  Malaya. — In  the  "Agricultural  Bulletin"  of 
the  Straits  and  Federated  Malay  States  for  August,  Mr. 
H.  N.  Ridley,  Director  of  the  Botanic  Gardens,  S.  S.,  states 
that  comparatively  few  drugs  have  been  cultivated  in  the 
Malay  Peninsula  to  any  extent.  Ipecacuanha  was  first  in- 
troduced by  Murton  in  1875  from  Ceylon,  and  later,  in  1876, 
from  Australia,  and  on  several  other  occasions  at  still  later 
dates.  The  first  attempt  to  cultivate  it  was  in  Sungei  Ujong 
in  1877.  It  was  later  cultivated  in  Johore  at  Pengerang 
ostate,  and  is  still  in  cultivation  at  Klang.  A  Mr.  Bailey, 
who  grew  it  at  both  these  last  two  estates,  seems  to  be  the 
only  one  who  has  ever  been  successful  with  it.  We  presume 
this  is  the  source  of  the  East  Indian  root  which  now  fre- 
quently comes  to  the  London  market.  Balsam  of  peru  was 
introduced  in  the  Botanical  Gardens,  Singapore,  in  1882,  and 
some  fine  trees  are  to  be  seen  at  Perseverance  Estate,  Singa- 
pore, but  nothing  is  produced  commercially.  Sarsaparilla 
from  Jamaica  was  introduced  in  1888  ;  some  years  later  roots 
were  sent  home  for  report,  but  they  were  too  small.  Coca- 
leaves  were  introduced  in  1875,  and  grow  with  great  ease 
and  rapidity,  but  the  demand  for  the  leaf  is  small,  and 
seldom  remunerative.  Cinchona  has  been  tried  several 
times,  and  has  proved  a  failure. 
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Huetralaeian  IRews. 

Communicated  by  the  Australian  Staff  of  "  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist." 

The  fullest  information  regarding  the  Australasian  drug-trade  and 
pharmacy  is  given  in  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Austral- 
asia," copies  of  which  can  be  obtained  at  6d.  each,  post  free, 
from  the  office  of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 

Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied 
by  order  to  all  the  members  of  the  following,  among  other, 
societies : 

Central  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Canterbury  (N.Z.)  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  N.Z. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  New  South  Wales. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Queensland. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  South  Australia. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Tasmania. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Western  Australia. 


Queensland. 

Business  Change. — Mr.  E.  C.  Park  has  purchased  the 
business  of  Mrs.  Atkinson,  chemist,  at  Townsville,  Queens- 
land. 

New  South  Wales. 

The  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  South  Wales  met  on  Sep- 
tember 14.  The  registrations  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  in- 
cluded one  who  had  passed  the  New  South  Wales  examina- 
tion, three  others  who  applied  under  the  reciprocal 
arrangement  with  Victoria,  and  one  from  South  Australia. 
This  is  the  largest  number  of  applications  under  reciprocity 
that  has  occurred  so  far.  A  question  from  the  Police  De- 
partment brought  out  an  anomaly  in  the  present  Poisons 
Act.  A  country  chemist  refused  to  supply  arsenious  pills 
and  Fowler's  solution — the  latter  unless  the  customer  signed 
the  poisons-book.  The  customer  said  he  had  never  been 
asked  to  do  this  in  Sydney,  and  the  chemist  thought  if  this 
is  correct  it  is  a  most  undesirable  state  of  affairs.  The 
Crown  Law  Department  are  being  consulted  on  the  subject, 
but  the  Board's  reading  of  the  Act  is  that  as  these  are  pre- 
parations of  arsenic  the  customer  is  not  compelled  to  sign 
the  poisons-book.  An  endeavour  is  being  made  to  put  the 
matter  beyond  doubt  in  the  amending  Poisons  Bill.  The 
Colonial  Secretary,  in  reply  to  a  deputation  on  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  opium  trade,  gave  his  word  that  the  Poisons  Bill 
would  be  passed  this  session.  He  believed  that  it  would 
provide  sufficient  machinery  to  control  the  sale  of  opium  for 
smoking-purposes. 

Doctor  and  Chemist's  Agreement. — The  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  New  South  Wales,  at  the  September  meeting,  had 
before  it  a  remarkable  agreement  between  a  chemist  and  a 
doctor,  which  the  doctor  wished  to  vary,  with  the  result 
that  the  chemist  declined  to  go  on.  The  wording  of  the 
proposed  indenture  was  as  follows  : — 

This  indenture  witnesseth  that  Mr.  Z.,  of  C,  chemist,  on 
the  one  part,  and  H.  C,  physician  and  surgeon,  of  C.  St.,  C, 
on  the  other  part,  hereby  agree  as  follows  :  (1)  Z.  to  find 
H.  C.  in  emergency  dressings  and  antiseptics  for  use  at  his 
own  surgery  or  his  patients'  houses  free  of  cost  to  H.  C, 
and  to  supply  him  also  free  of  cost  to  H.  C.  ac.  nitric,  ac. 
acetic,  Fehling's  solution,  Esbach's  solution,  and  potass, 
permanganate,  for  the  testing  of  urine,  etc.  (2)  Z.  agrees 
to  supply  patients  of  H.  C.  with  medicines  and. drugs  pre- 
scribed by  the  said  H.  C,  and  to  pay  to  the  said  H.  C. 
50  per  cent,  of  the  cash  received  within  seven  days  of  each 
month  by  the  said  Z.  from  the  sale  of  medicines  to  the 
patients  of  the  said  H.  C.  in  payment  for  this.  The  medi- 
cines and  drugs  supplied  to  the  patients  of  the  said  H.  C. 
the  profits  from  the  sale  of  what  is  generally  known  as  drug- 
gists' sundries  and  dressings  other  than  the  before  men- 
tioned emergency  dressings  to  be  the  sole  property  of  Z., 
and  not  to  be  brought  into  the  account  of  medicines  and 
drugs  prescribed  by  H.  C.  In  case  of  club  patients,  Z. 
agrees  to  supply  medicines  and  drugs  prescribed  for  them 
at  a  cost  per  member  of  id.  in  each  week  of  the  year,  such 
sum  to  be  collected  by  the  said  H.  C.  or  his  representative 
and  paid  over  within  one  week  of  the  first  day  of  each 
month.  [There  appears  to  be  a  verbal  inaccuracy  in  the 
fourth  sentence. — Editob.] 
After  a  brief  discussion  it  was  decided  that  this  disgraceful 
proposal  should  be  submitted  to  the  New  South  Wales 
branch  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  with  a  statement 


that  the  Council  consider  such  agreements  militate  against 
honest  dispensing  of  pharmacists  and  are  detrimental  to  the 
medical  profession.  It  was  pointed  out  that  the  unfortunate 
part  was  that  the  chemist  was  content  with  the  agreement 
until  the  doctor  wished  to  secure  a  much  higher  rate  of 
commission.  A  resolution  was  also  carried  that  the 
Society  views  with  very  great  disfavour  the  entering  into  of 
any  contracts  for  secret  commissions  between  medical  men. 
and  pharmacists. 

New  Zealand. 

P.A.T.A. — The  Otago  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  its 
August  meeting,  devoted  most  of  the  time  to  a  discussion  of. 
the  possibility  of  establishing  a  branch  of  the  P.A.T.A.  in. 
New  Zealand.  A  resolution  was  carried  "  that  until  foreign, 
proprietors  fall  in  with  the  P.A.T.A.  the  time  is  not  ripe  for 
the  retailers  to  form  a  branch  in  New  Zealand." 

The  Central  Pharmaceutical  Association  of  New 
Zealand  held  its  monthly  meeting  on  September  14.  The- 
question  of  P.A.T.A.  for  Australasian  proprietary  medi- 
cines was  discussed,  but  it  was  decided  that  the  time  was  not 
ripe  for  any  action.  A  paper  was  read  on  the  evils  likely  ta 
arise  from  the  cutting  of  prices  by  wholesale  houses.  The 
subject  was  suggested  by  the  cutting  of  prices  by  a  new  firm 
in  the  district,  followed  in  a  few  weeks  by  one  of  the  older 
firms,  while  the  two  oldest  are  still  standing  out.  Retailers., 
on  buying  cheaply,  have  promptly  lowered  their  selling 
prices,  so  that  they  have  given  to  the  public  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  change.  The  discussion  showed  that  the  retailers 
thoroughly  appreciated  the  present  low  prices,  and  were 
more  concerned  with  measures  tending  to  maintain  retail 
prices  than  in  adjusting  wholesale  prices. 


Soutb  Hfrican  IRewe. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 
Note.— "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  Lo 
British  South  Africa,  viz. : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony; 


Cape  Colony. 

Disinfectant-contract. — At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  East 
London  Town  Council  several  tenders  were  considered  for 
the  supply  of  fluid  disinfectants  required  by  the  munici- 
pality for  a  period  of  nine  months,  from  December  1,  1905, 
to  August  31,  1906.  In  a  report  on  the  subject  the  Acting 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  recommended  the  purchase  of 
Jeyes'  "  Cyllin  "  fluid  at  5s.  per  gal.,  in  10-gal.  drums,  and. 
a  resolution  to  this  effect  was  carried,  the  tender  being  that 
of  a  local  firm,  Messrs.  Baker,  King  &  Co. 

The  Cape  Colonial  Pharmacy  Board,  having  reason  for 
believing  (observes  the  "South  African  News"  of  Octo- 
ber 7)  that  there  are  still  several  instances  where  the  law 
regarding  bond-fide  management  of  chemists'  shops  by  regis- 
tered chemists  (as  provided  in  Clause  8,  Act  7,  1899)  is 
being  infringed,  have  made  arrangements  to  obtain  a  full 
list  of  bond-fide  managers  of  all  chemists'  shops  throughout 
the  Colony,  and  will  institute  proceedings  in  all  cases  where 
the  law  has  been  broken.  Several  cases  have  already  been 
before  the  courts  and  convictions  obtained. 

Up-country  Side-lines. — A  Mafeking  correspondent 
sends  us  two  bill-headings  as  used  by  an  enterprising  country 
chemist  in  the  Colony,  which  illustrate  the  diversity  of  his 
side-lines.  He  describes  himself  in  one  case  as  "chemist, 
general  merchant,  ice  and  cold  storage,  and  produce  buyer." 
On  another  heading  he  is  a  "  dealer  in  drugs,  stationery, 
books,  tobacco,  pipes,  jewellery,  toys,  fancy  goods,  spec- 
tacles, groceries,  fancy  sweets,  biscuits,  garden-seeds, 
forage,  grain,  butter,  eggs,  poultry,  etc."  What  the  "etc." 
may  include  is  left  to  the  imagination. 

The  Native  Dispenser. — A  correspondent  in  a  recent 
issue  of  the  "  South  African  Review"  states  that  a  friend 
of  his  entered  a  chemist's  shop  in  a  landward  suburb,  ancS 
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requested  to  be  served  with  a  certain  specific  for  a  severe 
<nold.  The  specific  was  something  with  ammoniated  quinine 
5n  it,  and  the  chemist  on  duty  at  once  summoned  a  gentleman 
■of  pronounced  colour,  and  said  unto  him  :  "  John,  bring  me 
■a  two-ounce  phial  containing  so-and-so."  John  said,  "  Yes, 
sah,"  did  as  he  was  told,  and  the  customer  departed  with 
the  two-ounce  phial.  "  But  I  have  my  doubts,"  comments  the 
writer,  "if  my  friend  ventured  to  imbibe  the  contents. 
Granted  that  the  education  of  the  native  is  proceeding  apace, 
I  have  an  idea  that  this  kind  of  free  and  easy  method  of 
distributing  medicaments  by  sable-visaged  '  sons  of  the  soil ' 
should  claim  the  attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society." 

Transvaal. 

Bill  of  Entry  Forms. — The  "Transvaal  Government 
Gazette "  recently  contained  a  notice,  issued  for  general 
information,  and  stating  that  from  August  1,  1905,  bill  of 
entry  forms  are  required  to  be  rendered  in  triplicate 
instead  of  in  duplicate  as  formerly — the  third  copy  being 
required  for  the  use  of  the  Customs  Statistical  Bureau,  Cape 
Town. 

Orange  River  Colony. 

Business  in  Bloemfontein  and  the  Colony  generally  is 
in  rather  a  depressed  state  at  present,  and  pharmacists  as 
well  as  other  traders  are  suffering. 

A  Resident  Medical  Officer  is  to  be  appointed  to  the 
National  Hospital,  Bloemfontein.  Dr.  B.  0.  Kellner,  who 
is  seventy  years  old,  has  hitherto  acted  as  M.O.  to  the 
hospital,  and  the  Government  have  granted  him  a  gratuity 
of  a  year's  salary,  and  have  asked  him  to  continue  his  long 
connection  with  the  hospital  in  the  capacity  of  honorary 
consulting  surgeon. 

Rhodesia. 

Drug,  Chemical,  and  other  Imports. — During  July 
1905  the  Colony  imported  drugs,  chemicals,  and  dye-stuffs 
valued  at  2,493Z.,  and  in  August  2,002/.  worth  was  imported. 
The  total  value  of  all  kinds  of  imports  of  British  and  foreign 
goods  in  July  1905  amounted  to  72,582/.,  against  124,463/. 
imported  in  August  1905.  The  imports  from  the  United 
Kingdom  during  July  amounted  to  48,604/.  (August 
78,277/.),  and  from  "other  parts  of  the  British  Empire" 
4,927/.  (August  21,024/.)  ;  foreign  goods  imported  during 
July  amounted  to  19,051/.,  compared  with  25,162/.  during 
August  1905.  Exports  of  gold  from  Bhodesia  during  July 
1905  were  valued  at  35,420/.,  against  169,151/.  during  August 
1905.  The  above  figures  regarding  imports  show  that  in 
July  1905  74  per  cent,  was  obtained  from  the  British  Empire 
compared  with  79.8  per  cent,  in  August  1905. 


Mellin's  Food  is  now  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list,  as  also  are 
other  articles  produced  by  the  manufacturers  of  that 
popular  baby-nourisher.  A  full  list  of  the  articles  and  the 
minimum  and  wholesale  prices  is  given  in  an  advertisement 
in  this  issue. 

"Tabloid"  Rhubarb-extract  consists  of  the  water- 
soluble  constituents  of  rhubarb  reduced  to  dryness  and 
powder,  then  compressed  into  bi-convex  discs  which  crumble 
by  pressing  with  the  finger-nail.  Two  grains  of  extract  are 
in  each  disc,  which  in  bottles  of  25  and  100  are  placed  on 
the  market  by  Messrs.  Burroughs  Wellcome  &  Co.,  London 
and  Sydney. 

Frog-in-your-Throat  P.P.C.'s. — Messrs.  John  Morgan 
Eichards  &  Sons.  Ltd.,  46  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  offer,  as 
a  bonus  with  this  season's  orders  for  Frog-in-your-Throat, 
a  series  of  cleverly-drawn  and  wittily-inscribed  picture 
postcards,  in  which  Dr.  "  Frog,"  who  was  one  of  the  first  to 
join  the  P.A.T.A.,  figures  as  caddie,  camerist,  wooer 
(mostly),  skater,  and  dancer.  They  are  pretty,  and  our 
subscribers  should  write  to  the  firm  for  particulars  about 
them. 

' '  Blue  Finch  "  Eucalyptus  Oil  is  a  popular  one  in  Aus- 
tralia, for,  being  distilled  in  Tasmania,  where  only 
Eucalyptus  globulus  grows,  it  has  been  uniform  since  the 
days  that  eucalyptus  oil  acquired  its  reputation  from  the 


globulus  product  first  placed  on  the  market.  Messrs. 
N.  T.  Gould  &  Co.,  Hobart,  are  the  distillers  of  this  oil,  and 
Messrs.  Davy  Hill  &  Co.,  64  Park  Street,  Southwark, 
London,  S.E.,  have  taken  up  the  sole  agency.  The  oil  can 
be  got  in  bulk  or  in  nicely  cartoned  bottles  at  6s.  6d,  per 
dozen. 

Optical  Prescription-book.— Some  time  ago  we  noted 
the  prescription-book  arranged  for  opticians'  use  by  Mr. 
David  Reid,  of  Exeter.  Recently  Mr.  Reid  has  brought 
out  a  second  edition  of  his  book,  which  is  improved  in 
directions  suggested  through  practical  use.  As  now 
arranged  the  book  seems  to  us  to  meet  all  possible  require- 
ments in  the  recording  of  optical  measurements.  The 
price  of  the  book  is  kept  within  moderate  bounds,  the  one 
for  1,000  records  being  priced  at  14s.  bch,  the  double  size 
at  20s. 

Fallowfield's  Annual.— The  annual  catalogue  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Fallowfield,  Central  Photographic  Stores,  146 
Charing  Cross  Road,  W.,  has  been  issued  this  week.  The 
catalogue  runs  to  1,220  pages,  and  seems  to  include  every 
article  which  comes  within  the  scope  of  a  photographic 
chemist.  There  are  no  fewer  than  2,122  illustrations  of  the 
various  articles  catalogued.  The  size  of  the  annual  may  be 
judged  from  the  fact  that  it  weighs  nearly  3J,  lbs.  It  is  a 
wonderfully  inclusive  list,  and  photographic  chemists 
should  see  that  they  obtain  a  copy. 

A  Burmese  Price-list.— It  requires  a  price-list  of 
150  pages  of  11  by  8^  inches  each  for  Messrs.  E.  M.  de 
Souza  &  Co.,  of  Rangoon,  to  place  their  pharmaceutical 
preparations  adequately  before  their  Burmese  clientele. 
The  list  is  well  printed  on  good  surfaced  paper,  and  the 
front  cover  is  reproduced  in  red,  green,  and  gold.  The 
list  is  remarkable  to  us  in  that  it  is  largely  composed  of 
prices  for  British  proprietaries.  It  corroborates  the 
claim  of  Messrs.  de  Souza  that  they  are  dealers  m  all  goods 
connected  with  medicine  and  pharmacy. 

Natural  History  in  the  Lantern.— Messrs.  W.  Butcher 
&  Sons,  Farringdon  Avenue,  London,  E.C.,  have  placed  on 
the  market  an  excellent  series  of  natural-history  slides, 
embracing  British  butterflies  and  moths,  birds,  reptiles 
and  sea  and  wild  animals.  The  slides  are  coloured,  and 
considering  their  low  price  (2s.  per  set  of  eight)  they  are 
excellent  value.  There  is  no  subject  which  so  fascinates 
youngsters  nowadays  as  nature-study,  and  these  slides  are 
sure  to  attract  them,  so  that  chemists  have  an  opportunity 
for  a  little  Christmas  extra  by  stocking  them. 

Messrs.  John  Sanger  &  Son,  Winsley  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  London,  W.,  have  very  rapidly  developed  their 
shop-fitting  department,  so  that  they  are  now  able  to  cope 
with  any  demand  which  may  be  made  upon  them.  They 
have  recently  fitted  up  pharmacies  in  several  provincial 
centres,  as  well  as  in  London  (e.g.  the  first  pharmacy  in 
Kingsway,  just  opened  by  Mr.  Lloyd),  and  they  have 
despatched  the  complete  fittings  for  a  new  venture  in  South 
Africa.  The  firm  are  prepared  to  submit  designs  and  esti- 
mates for  refitting  and  for  building  up  a  modern  chemist's 
shop  from  the  bare  walls  to  the  outside  facia,  supplying 
bottles,  jars,  and  other  furnishings,  as  well  as  the  cabinet- 
maker's work. 

The  Vibratory-treatment  of  human  ailments  appears  to 
be  a  modification  of  Swedish  massage,  and  the  benefits  which 
follow  from  it  are  probably  due  to  the  stimulus  imparted 
by  mechanical  vibrations  to  the  vascular  and  nerve-tissues  of 
the  body.  The  Lambert-Snyder  vibrator,  which  is  intro- 
duced this  week  by  the  American  Manufacturers  (Central) 
Agency,  80a  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  is  a  simple  instrument 
for  producing  suitable  vibrations.  It  consists  of  a  nickel- 
plated  steel  rod  with  crook  at  one  end,  and  on  this  rod  is 
fitted  a  movable  bar  which,  as  it  falls  down  the  rod,  creates 
vibrations,  just  as  every  chemist  has  noticed  when  a  retort- 
stand  ring  falls  down  the  upright.  The  vibrations  pro- 
duced by  the  Lambert-Snyder  instrument  are  graduated  by 
slight  impression  of  the  movement  with  the  fingers  of  one 
hand.  The  directions  show  that  various  ailments  are 
relieved  by  applying  either  end  of  the  vibrator  to  suitable 
nerve-centres;  but  besides  this,  the  instrument  is  used  for 
exercising  the  thoracic  muscles,  etc.  It  retails  at  10s.  6d. 
An  illustration  of  it  is  given  in  the  Company's  advertise- 
ment in  this  issue. 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 


IT  is  a  long  time  since  there  has  been  such  a  short  and 
comparatively  sparsely  attended  meeting  as  that  which 
was  held  on  Wednesday.    Fifteen  Councillors  were  pre- 
sent, the  incidence  of  the  municipal  elections  probably 
accounting   for  most  of   the  absentees.      Professor  E. 
Schmidt,  the  Hanbury  medallist,  thanked  the  Society  for 
the  award,  and  states  that  he  is  going  to  devote  the  money 
which  goes  with  the  medal  to  pharmaceutical  research.  A 
sum  of  116?.  was  voted  to  applicants  for  relief  from  the 
Benevolent  Fund,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  Mr.  , 
Atkins,  made  an  appeal  for  subscriptions  to  the  Orphan 
Fund,  as  the  Fund  is  temporarily  in  low  water.    A  long 
list  of  divisional  secretaries  was  approved  by  the  Council,  I 
the  selection  having  been  made  mainly  through  local  asso- 
ciations ;  there  are  a  few  vacancies  still  to  fill.  Some 
minor  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Pharmacy  Bill, 
and  Mr.  Lough  is  to  be  asked  to  re-introduce  the  Bill  in  J 
the  coming  Session  of  Parliament.    The  examiners  for  the 
coming  year  were  appointed,  the  new  members  for  the 
English  Board  being  Messrs.  E.  H.  Farr,  H.  Finnemore, 
F.  Goldby,  and  E.  White,  and  Professor  A.  G.  Tansley  i 
(of   University   College).     Mr.    Carteighe    foreshadowed  ! 
alterations  in  the  Major  syllabus,  as  he  has  given  notice  of 
motion  in  regard  to  the  inclusion  of  bacteriology  and 
clinical  chemistry  in  the  subjects  for  examination. 


The  balances  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  are  as  follows  : 


At  the  Council-meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  November  1, 
there  were  present  the  President  (Mr.  E.  A.  Eobinson), 
Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  R.  Young),  Treasurer  (Mr.  Walter 
Hills),  and  Messrs.  S.  R.  Atkins,  M.  Carteighe,  A.  Cooper, 
W.  G.  Cross,  W.  L.  Currie,  W.  H.  Gibson,  A.  Hagon, 
J.  F.  Harrington,  A.  E.  Hobbs,  G.  T.  W.  Newsholme, 
C.  Symes,  and  A.  C.  Wootton. 

The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  taken  as  read, 
and  the  President  said  he  had  received  letters  of  apology 
for  absence  from  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Campkin,  and  Mr. 
Gifford.  As  a  proof  that  he  was  well  occupied,  and  thus  pre- 
vented from  being  at  the  meeting,  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Campkin  mentioned  that  he  was  to  assist  at  the  installation 
of  the  Bishop  of  Ely  on  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  to 
engage  in  a  municipal  contest,  open  an  exhibition,  and  dine 
with  the  Master  of  Trinity. 

The  Hanbury  Medallist. 
The  President  said  a  letter  had  been  received  from  Pro- 
fessor E.  Schmidt  thanking  the  Council  for  awarding  him 
the  Hanbury  medal.  Illness  in  his  family  had  prevented 
Professor  Schmidt  from  acknowledging  the  honour  before. 
The  award  will,  the  letter  said,  act  as  "an  incentive  to 
strive  to  further  develop  scientific  pharmacy."  The  money 
the  Professor  proposed  to  devote  to  the  advancement  of 
pharmacy. 

Elections  and  Restorations. 
Seven  members  were  elected,  seven  restored  to  member- 
ship, and  four  student-associates  elected.    One  chemist  was 
restored  to  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists  after 
making  the  required  declaration. 

Finance. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  showed  that  there 
is  an  adverse  balance  on  the  general  fund  account  of 
635?.  15s.  10d.,  and  from  this  fund  the  following  amounts 
were  recommended  for  payment  : 

£    s.  d. 

On  behalf  of  the  "Journal"    512  14  8 

Sundries    18   0  8 

House   208  16  1 

Stationery,  etc   14  IS  10 

Current  Expenses   250   0  0 

Salaries,  etc    355  13  4 

School  and  Examinations    308    1  1 

Law  Charges    62  6  1 

Library    3   4  8 


,£1,733  10  5 


£  s.  d. 

1,067  2  1 

111  13  6 

25  4  3 


Current  Account   

Donation  Account 
Orphan  Fund   

The  report  also  referred  to  a  proposed  readjustment  of  a 
lease  held  by  the  tenant  of  the  Shortlands  property. 

Mr.  Harrington  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report 
said  there  was  nothing  to  which  he  need  call  attention.  The 
Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  have  sent  II.  Is.  6d.  as  a 
donation  to  the  Benevolent  Fund,  and  the  Sheffield  Pharma- 
ceutical and  Chemical  Society  have  subscribed  five  guineas 
to  the  Orphan  Fund.  Mr.  Harrington  then  explained  the 
proposed  readjustment  of  the  terms  of  the  lease  of  the 
Shortlands  property.  The  alteration,  suggested  by  the 
lessee,  would  really  better  secure  the  property. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Benevolence. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  taken 
in  committee,  after  which  the  Chairman, 

Mr.  Atkins,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
five  cases  and  four  remits  were  dealt  with  by  the  committee 
and  grants  were  made  amounting  to  116?.  Mr.  Atkins  men- 
tioned that  one  of  the  cases  relieved  is  that  of  a  chemist  who 
has  applied  and  been  refused  on  three  previous  occasions. 
In  applying  again  the  applicant  mentioned  certain  circum- 
stances which,  if  they  had  been  placed  before  the  com- 
mittee before,  would  have  ensured  his  case  being  relieved 
on  previous  occasions.  The  origin  and  conditions  of  the 
Orphan  Fund  were  next  gone  into,  as  the  Council  have 
received  another  application  for  the  benefits  of  the  Fund, 
and  have  not  the  money  to  meet  the  case.  The  fund 
originated  in  1891  with  a  bequest  of  1,000?.  by  the  late 
Thomas  Hyde  Hills,  and  has  since  been  increased  by  about 
400?.  by  contributions.  Hitherto  few  cases  have  come 
before  the  Council  that  have  complied  with  the  conditions 
laid  down  by  the  donor,  the  present  case  being  the  third. 
The  fund  needs  subscriptions  (legacies  and  donations  have  to 
be  invested),  but  the  Sheffield  subscription  has  helped  the 
fund  out  of  immediate  difficulty  by  making  up  the  30?. 
required  for  the  election  of  an  orphan  to  the  London  Orphan 
Asylum,  Watford.  The  boy  is  a  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
Lowther,  of  Southsea,  who  died  in  the  prune  of  life,  leaving 
eight  children,  six  quite  unprovided  for.  Mr.  Atkins 
pressed  forward  the  claims  of  the  fund  on  chemists,  as  he 
thought  it  was  hardly  realised  that  a  small  contribution  to 
the  Benevolent  Fund  would  place  the  children  of  the  donor 
within  the  range  of  help. 

Mr.  Cooper  mentioned  that  the  father  of  the  child  must 
also  have  been  a  member  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  (Symes  thought  the  statement  as  to  the  fund  might 
be  made  more  prominent  in  the  "  Calendar,"  but  it  was 
pointed  out  that  Dr.  Symes  had  overlooked  the  main  part 
of  the  statement  which  follows  that  dealing  with  the  Benevo- 
lent Fund. 

Mr.  Newsholme,  referring  to  the  contribution  of  five 
guineas  from  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical 
Society,  said  he  hoped  it  would  not  prejudice  the  fund  by 
preventing  the  sending  of  smaller  sums.  It  was  only  that 
he  (the  speaker)  knew  of  the  special  needs  of  the  fund  that 
he  drew  the  attention  of  the  Sheffield  Society  to  it.  It  is 
better  for  the  fund  that  the  subscriptions  should  be  spread 
over  a  large  number  of  members  than  to  come  from  the  few. 

The  President  said  the  subscription  from  Sheffield  came 
at  a  very  opportune  moment,  as  it  enabled  the  30?.  sub- 
scription to  the  London  Orphan  Asylum  to  be  paid  for  the 
orphan  Lowther. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Library,  Museum,  School,  and  House  Committee. 
The  report  of  this  Committee  dealt  with  various  admini- 
strative matters,  amongst  them  being  Messrs.  Parkinson's 
account  for  166?.  10s.  8d.,  which  was  approved  of.  Mr. 
J.  W.  A.  Wright  was  approved  as  demonstrator  in  the 
chemical  laboratories;  also  the  appointment  of  Mr.  G.  M.  J. 
Cole  as  demonstrator  of  pharmacy.    The  second  part  of 
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the  account  of  the  work  of  Miss  Renouf  in  the  research 
laboratory  will  be  communicated  to  the  Chemical  Society 
about  February  1906.  The  Committee  do  not  recommend 
that  a  Burroughs  scholar  be  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy 
due  to  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Treneer. 

The  Treasurer,  as  Chairman  of  the  committee,  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  report.  Half  the  account  from  Messrs. 
Parkinson  is  for  work  done  in  the  chemical  laboratories 
and  on  the  roof. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  to  pay  to  the  Victoria 
University,  Manchester,  the  sum  of  211.  10s.,  being  the 
fees  of  the  Manchester  scholar  who  is  pursuing  his  studies 
at  that  University. 

Organisation. 
Two  reports  of  the  Organisation  Committee  were  before 
the  Council.  The  first  referred  to  the  meeting  at  Cam- 
bridge, where  the  hospitality  offered  by  the  Cambridge 
Pharmaceutical  Association  conduced  to  a  good  attendance. 
The  second  report  was  of  a  meeting  of  the  committee  held 
on  October  29,  when  the  list  of  divisional  secretaries  nomi- 
nated by  the  local  Associations  was  considered  and 
approved. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  the  Manchester  and  Preston  meetings  were  very  suc- 
cessful, and  had  attracted  the  attention  even  of  the 
bishops.  A  bishop  has  since  referred  to  the  sale  of  poisons 
as  being  a  case  where  work  is  better  done  by  individuals 
than  by  limited  companies.  Reference  was  also  made  to 
the  list  of  divisional  secretaries,  and  to  the  fact  that  some 
of  the  vacancies  have  not  been  filled  up. 

The  Vice-President  said  many  of  the  resignations  from 
divisional  secretaryships  were  due  to  ill-health  or  other 
good  causes.  The  office  involves  considerable  self-sacrifice, 
time,  and  energy,  and  divisional  secretaries  should  be 
thanked  for  the  willing  service  and  energy  they  have  put 
into  the  work. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  the  Society  felt  a  considerable  debt 
of  gratitude  to  the  divisional  secretaries,  and  he  referred 
to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Branson,  of  Leeds,  as  an  instance 
where  the  position  had  to  be  given  up  through  pressure  of 
business. 

The  President  said  he  had  been  carefully  through  the  list 
and  regretted  that  there  were  so  many  resignations.  He 
pointed  out  that  the  list  only  includes  the  names  of  those 
who  have  signified  their  willingness  to  serve  if  elected. 

Mr.  Hagon  congratulated  the  Organisation  Committee  on 
having  invited  local  Associations  to  suggest  the  names  of 
divisional  secretaries. 

The  organisation  report  was  adopted  and  the  divisional 
secretaries  elected. 

Diplomas  of  the  Society  were  granted  to  the  four  pharma- 
ceutical chemists  who  passed  the  October  Major  examina- 
tion. 

Examinations  Report. 
The  report  on  the  October  examinations  stated  that  in 
England  and  Wales  eight  Major  candidates  were  examined 
and  three  passed.  For  the  Minor  there  were  145  candidates 
and  forty-six  passed.  In  Scotland  the  one  Major  candidate 
passed  and  of  seventy-two  Minor  candidates  twenty-seven 
passed.  Certificates  by  approved  examining  bodies  were 
received  from  sixty-six  persons  desirous  of  registration  as 
apprentices  or  students. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  report  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  stated  that  a 
letter  from  the  Cheltenham  Association  suggesting  a  scheme 
of  petitioning  members  of  Parliament  was  discussed,  but 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  defer  the  consideration  for  the 
present.  Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  Pharmacy 
Bill,  and  it  is  proposed  to  ask  Mr.  Lough  to  again  take 
charge  of  the  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Wootton,  the  Chairman  of  the  committee,  said  the 
report  was  the  outcome  of  two  meetings ;  the  results  look, 
small,  but  considerable  discussion  had  been  involved.  It 
was  decided  to  recommend  to  the  Council  that  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  be  introduced  in  practically  the  same  form  as  last  year. 
The  modifications  may  be  described  as  only  verbal.  A  good 
deal  of  the  time  of  the  committee  had  been  very  gratefully 
taken  up  in  considering  the  suggestions  that  have  been  sent 
from  associations  and  individuals,  and  he  assured  all  those 


who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  communicate  with  the  Council 
that  every  suggestion  had  been  considered  with  the  utmost 
care.  A  legal  society  in  Scotland  had  sent  useful  sugges- 
tions and  the  Cheltenham  scheme  may  become  active  in  the 
future.  The  alterations  that  have  been  made  in  the  Bill  are 
as  follows  :  In  the  definition  clause  the  words  "  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act"  are  to  be  added  after 
"pharmaceutical  chemist  or  chemist  and  druggist."  The 
expression  "  owner  of  the  shop,"  which  occurs  several  times 
in  the  Bill,  is  to  be  altered  to  "  owner  of  the  business  carried 
on  in  the  shop."  Part  of  the  seventh  clause  dealing  with 
penalties  is  to  be  carried  to  the  eleventh  clause,  which  deals 
with  general  penalties.  Clause  8,  which  authorises  the 
Registrar  to  '"make  such  inquiries  as  he  shall  think  fit,"  is 
to  be  qualified  to  "such  inquiries  as  are  relative  to  the 
Pharmacy  Act  or  this  Act."  The  alterations  are  to  be 
put  into  shape  by  the  Society's  solicitor,  and  Mr.  Lough  is  to 
be  asked  to  re-introduce  the  Bill  in  the  coming  session  of 
Parliament.  The  committee  considered  all  the  suggestions 
that  have  been  made,  but  were  almost  unanimous  in  recom- 
mending the  promotion  of  the  same  Bill  that  has  already 
been  agreed  upon  after  a  long  series  of  discussions. 
Dr.  Symes  seconded  the  report,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Appointment  of  Examiners. 

The  sub-committee  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee 
recommended  the  appointment  of  the  following  examiners 
for  the  ensuing  year  : 

England  and  Wales— Mr.  E.  H.  Farr,  Mr.  H.  Finne- 
more,  Mr.  F.  Goldby.  Mr.  W.  F.  Gulliver,  Professor 
Harvey-Gibson,  Mr.  Herbert  Jackson,  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck, 
Mr.  J.  U.  Stamp,  Professor  A.  G.  Tansley,  Mr.  R.  Wright, 
Mr.  E.  White,  and  Professor  Palmer  Wynne. 

Scotland. — Professor  Gibson,  Professor  Traill,  Mr.  Peter 
Boa,  Dr.  G.  Coull,  Mr.  A.  Davidson,  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  Mr. 
J.  I.  Fraser,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson. 

The  list  of  examiners  for  Scotland  is  that  recommended 
by  the  North  British  Executive. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Letters. 

The  Livei'pool  Institute  of  Tropical  Research  asked  what 
would  be  the  price  of  500  to  2,000  excerpts  from  the 
"Journal"  in  case  the  Institute  communicated  researches. 

This  was  referred  to  the  Library  Committee. 

The  Preston  Chemists'  Association  asked  that  the  pro- 
tection of  titles  should  be  made  the  chief  point  in  the 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

This  is  to  come  before  the  Parliamentary  Committee. 

The  Use  of  the  Lecture-theatre. 
The  Association  of  Women  Pharmacists  thanked  the 
Council  for  the  use  of  the  lecture-theatre  for  their  meeting 
of  October  17,  and  the  Treasurer,  who  was  present  at  the 
meeting,  said  he  had  also  been  instructed  to  thank  the 
Council. 

The  Treasurer  said  that,  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
rooms  in  the  Society's  house  by  other  bodies  than  members 
of  the  Society,  he  desired  to  correct  a  false  impression 
which  might  be  given  by  the  remarks  of  the  President  of 
the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association.  The  Council  are 
very  anxious  to  grant  the  use  of  the  rooms  as  far  as  the 
arrangements  of  the  house  will  permit,  but  when  the 
Council  is  told  the  chemists'  assistants  asked  for  bread 
and  were  given  stones,  he  thought  it  not  quite  a  correct 
statement  of  the  case.  The  Association's  meetings  cover 
scientific  and  social  gatherings,  and  the  reply  was  that, 
although  the  Council  could  not  permit  of  the  regular  meet- 
ings being  held,  it  would  be  happy  to  grant  the  rooms  on 
one  or  two  special  occasions.  Those  are  the  general  lines 
upon  which  the  Council  act,  and  he  should  be  sorry  if  the 
remarks  of  the  President  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  gave  the  impression  that  the  Council  wishes  to 
discourage  any  organised  body  desirous  of  advancing  phar- 
macy from  meeting  in  the  Society's  house. 

The  President  said  he  had  also  received  an  application 
from  the  Society  of  Chemist-Opticians  for  the  use  of  the 
lecture-theatre,  but  as  he  did  not  see  his  way  to  grant  the 
application  without  reference  to  the  Council,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Association  withdrew  the  application,  as  there  was 
not  time  to  wait  till  after  the  Council-meeting  before 
making  the  necessary  arrangements.    "I  felt  it  necessary 
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to  know  more  about  the  Society,"  said  the  President.  "I 
knew  there  were  several  chemists  amongst  them,  but  we 
must  not  go  on  encouraging  development  on  medical  lines 
such  as  sight-testing.  We  have  to  exercise  some  care  in 
acceding  to  such  requests." 

To  Rome. 

The  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  invited  the  Council  to 
nominate  a  representative  to  serve  on  the  Joint  Organising 
Committee  of  the  International  Congress  of  Applied 
Chemistry  at  Rome,  and,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Car- 
teighe,  the  request  is  to  be  considered  by  the  Library  Com- 
mittee. 

Possible  Developments. 

Mr.  Carteighe  gave  notice  that  at  the  next  Council- 
meeting  he  would  move  a  resolution  referring  it  to  the 
Education  and  Examination  Committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  giving  instruction  in  and  examining  Major 
candidates  in  bacteriology  and  clinical  chemistry.  The 
time  is  now  opportune  to  consider  the  question,  he  said. 

This  ended  the  public  business. 


Zhc  Week's  poisonings. 


DURING  the  past  week  reports  of  twenty  fatalities 
from  poisoning  have  been  received,  five  of  which  were 
misadventures.  At  Hackney,  Mrs.  Stevens  gave  her  infant 
liquid  ammonia  in  place  of  a  teething-medicine.  The  child 
died,  and  at  the  inquest  the  mother  explained  that  both 
mixtures  were  the  same  colour,  and  each  bottle  bore  a 
white  label.  She  had  no  sense  of  smell,  so  could  not  detect 
the  odour  of  the  hartshorn. — Two  children  died  suddenly  at 
Keadby,  on  the  boat  Emily,  laden  with  ferro-silicon  (iron 
dross)  and  pig  and  bar  iron.  Their  father,  the  captain  of 
the  boat,  had  gathered  some  watercress,  which  the  children 
had  eaten,  but  Dr.  Robertson,  who  made  a  'post-mortem, 
said  the  children  had  died  from  narcotic  poisoning,  and 
the  inquest  was  adjourned  for  analysis. — At  Ilkeston, 
William  James,  who  suffered  from  insomnia,  inadvertently 
took  an  overdose  of  laudanum  and  paregoric,  and  died  from 
opium-poisoning,  while  a  butcher  named  Hutton,  at  Mere- 
ham-le-Fen,  also  took  an  overdose  of  laudanum. — 
One  of  the  suicides  was  with  laudanum,  the  victim 
being  William  George  Robertson,  a  canvasser  at 
Leyton. — Four  suicides  with  carbolic  acid  are  reported. 
It  was  taken  by  Agnes  Welberry,  a  Manchester  house- 
keeper ;  by  Miss  Belle  Shorrock,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Eccles  Shorrock,  J.P.,  of  Darwen ;  by  Annie  Kirby, 
wife  of  a  butler  at  Somercotes ;  and  by  Frank  Whitehead,  a 
collier  at  Sutton-in-Ashfield. — Cyanide  of  potassium  was 
used  by  three  suicides — William  Henry  Gleeson,  a  Clerken- 
well  jeweller ;  Louisa  Hutchins,  an  Islington  widow  (whose 
daughter  was  a  metal-polisher)  ;  and  a  young  man  named 
Arthur  George  Jewell,  who  first  murdered  his  sweetheart 
near  Bramdean,  Hampshire,  and  then  took  the  poison. — 
Two  suicides  by  strychnine  have  occurred — one  at  Bromley, 
where  it  was  taken  in  the  form  of  rat-poison  by  a  lovesick 
youth  of  nineteen,  named  William  Henry  Hudgell,  and  the 
other  near  Saffron  Walden,  where  it  was  taken  by  an 
elderly  labourer.  In  the  latter  case  the  poison  was  obtained 
from  a  farmer,  who  gave  it  to  the  suicide  to  poison  rats. — A 
St.  Helens  glassmaker  poisoned  himself  with  arsenic. 
George  Marshall  (23),  a  seaman  on  H.M.S.  Pembroke,  was 
found  dead  on  Clapham  Common,  with  a  bottle  and  two 
packets  labelled  "  Oxalic  Acid  "  by  his  side. — At  an  inquest 
held  at  Smethwick  on  October  27,  relative  to  the  death  of 
a  girl,  aged  eighteen,  named  Knight,  who  poisoned  herself 
with  salt  of  lemon,  a  police-constable  stated  that  the  Bir- 
mingham chemist  who  sold  the  poison  told  him  that  he  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  sale,  and  that  salt  of  lemon  was  not  a 
poison.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  A.  A.  Betham)  told  the  jury 
that  salt  of  lemon  was  not  a  scheduled  poison,  but  it  was 
peculiar  that  the  chemist  should  label  the  article  "  Poison" 
and  then  inform  the  officer  that  it  was  not  a  poison.  Ann 
Quigley,  of  Dublin,  died  in  Jervis  Street  Hospital  from,  it 
is  supposed,  poisoning  by  aconite-and-belladonna  liniment. — 
Gertrude  Abigail  Burne  (49),  wife  of  Colonel  Newdigate 
Knightley  Burne,  died  from  sulphonal-poisoning  and  exces- 
sive alcoholism. 


©ur  Zovon  traveller. 


The  approach  of  Christmas  generally  produces  a  series  of 
polite  invitations  from  wideawake  wholesale  sundries  houses 
"to  view  the  season's  novelties."  I  have  many  more  of 
these  courtesies  extended  to  me  than  I  am  able  to  accept,  but 
during  the  past  few  weeks  I  have  paid  flying  visits  to  several' 
showrooms  where  many  pretty  things  are  to  be  seen.  There 
do  not,  however,  appear  to  be  quite  so  many  absolute  crea- 
tions in  artistically  packed  perfumery  and  toilet  articles  this 
year  as  usual.  But  those  that  are  shown — and  every  per- 
fumery house  feels  it  its  bounden  duty  to  produce  some — 
are  exceptionally  choice.  The  pictorial  in  art  is  having  3 
show  this  year,  and  it  serves  to  illustrate  the  difference 
between  the  old  art  and  the  new.  During  recent  years  the 
cult  of  the  classic  figure  with  Aubrey  Beardsley  borders  has 
been  the  outstanding  feature  in  perfumery-cabinet  art. 
The  features  of  Greek  gods  and  mythical  goddesses  in  bas- 
reliefs  of  papier-mache  or  metal,  beautifully  executed,  are 
still  extant,  but,  it  seems  to  me,  to  a  less  degree.  We  are 
coming  back  to  the  simpler  life — the  woodland  scene,  the 
flower,  the  maiden's  face,  and  the  children's  play.  And 
everywhere  there  are  confident  reports  of  a  boom.  "  Quite 
well,  but  rather  worried,"  is  a  typical  reply  to  my  orthodox 
salute.  "Worried!  What  with?"  "  Can't  get  orders  out 
fast  enough."  I  am  no  expert  in  neurotics,  but  I  have  an 
idea  that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  worry  that  kills. 

Fancy  Basket-ware 
is  the  predominant  feature  in  Christmas  novelties  produced 
this  year  to  boom  the  "  Oowana  "  specialities.  In  the  wains- 
coted showroom  of  Oowana,  Ltd.,  at  26  Red  Lion  Square, 
W.C.,  I  saw  recently  tablets  of  Oowana  soap  daintily 
packed  in  silk-lined  work-baskets  with  inside  pouches,  hand- 
painted  baskets  of  the  "market"  pattern,  glove-boxes  in 
basket-work,  and  tiny  baskets  of  all  shapes  and  sizes.  The 
smaller  sizes  retail  at  from  6^d.  up  to  2s.,  and  the  larger  and 
more  elaborate  specimens  at  2s.  6d.  to  10s.  6c?.  Then  there 
is  a  neat  shaving-soap  bowl  in  wood,  with  a  Hall-marked 
silver  rim,  which  looks  very  smart  at  2s.  6d.  There  is  also  a 
pretty  glove-box  in  dark-blue  leatherette,  with  gold-block 
medallion  decoration  filled  with  six  cakes  of  Oowana  soap, 
separated  by  removable  partitions.  The  inside  trays  of  the 
fancy  wicker-boxes,  I  might  mention  here,  are  also  remov- 
able in  each  case,  and  are  ready  for  use  in  the  boudoir  or 
workroom  after  the  soap  has  been  removed.  A  comb  and 
hand-glass  are  found  in  another  leather  case  with  a  silver 
snap.  These,  of  course,  all  contain  tablets  of  soap  in  their 
original  state.  More  elaborate  presentation  cases  are  to  be 
seen,  ranging  from  3s.  6d.  to  11.  Is.  The  framed  order  from 
Marlborough  House  for  the  supply  of  soap  for  the  Indian 
voyage  of  the  Prince  and  Princess  of  Wales  has  a  prominent 
place  in  the  showroom,  and  the  latest  contract  for  Oowana 
soap  supply  is  for  the  Elder-Dempster  Line  of  steamships. 

The  two  outstanding  impressions  in  my  mind's  eye  after 
visiting  the  showroom  of  Messrs.  F.  Schutze  &  Co.,  at 
89  Southwark  Street,  S.E.,  are 

Purple  Plush  and  Tapestry. 
These  are  the  basic  schemes  of  two  very  handsome  perfume- 
caskets  designed  for  this  year's  Christmas  trade.  The 
purple  creation  has  a  heliotrope  insertion  near  the  edges, 
and  a  gilt  handle,  which  heightens  the  exterior  effect,  while 
the  handsome  cut-glass  bottles  that  grace  the  interior  make 
the  14s.  6d.  (subject)  asked  for  the  case  appear  paltry.  The 
tapestry-covered  casket  has  gilt-chased  corners  to  it,  the 
gilt  being  studded  with  imitation  brilliants,  while  the  inside 
lid  holds  a  mirror,  and  the  interior  decoration  is  crimson 
silk.  The  wholesale  price  is  18s.  6d.  Other  boxes  display 
on  their  covers  embossed  female  heads  with  silver  hair- 
bands,  and  floral  decorations  on  the  edges  and  on  the  bottles 
inside.  Another  series  that  looks  well  is  in  embossed 
ivorine  delicately  tinted.  The  bottles  that  go  with  this 
series  are  very  finely  cut  in  new  shapes.  The  ivorine  series 
are  in  1,  2,  and  3  bottle  varieties,  costing  up  to  60s.  per 
dozen  caskets.  A  very  attractive  style  in  cheaper  kinds  is  a 
nicely  cut  bottle  in  a  pretty  box  to  retail  at  Is.,  which  costs 
8s.  per  dozen  net. 

By  Way  of  Variation 
I  strolled  over  the  Tower  Bridge  the  other  day  and 
sought  out  Shen  Works.    There  are  the  offices  and  ware- 
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house  of  Mr.  Eobert  Blackie,  who  is  an  expert  in 
powders,  emulsions,  and  ointments.  The  unpretentious 
exterior  of  Shen  Works  in  Tower  Bridge  Road  scarcely 
prepared  me  for  the  activity  I  found  in  the  interior.  I  was 
rather  surprised  to  find  on  one  floor  alone  between  3,000 
gross  and  4,000  gross  of  empty  tins  waiting  to  be  filled  with 
tooth-powder.  On  the  same  floor — the  third,  I  think — I 
found  a  machine  for  mixing  tooth-powder  and  another  for 
face-powder  working  side  by  side.  These  had  been  fitted  up 
by  Mr.  Blackie  himself.  He  is  the  kind  of  "  handy  "  man 
who  counts  the  Minor  examination  and  four  retail  shops  as 
only  appanages  of  many  qualifications.  The  packed  tooth- 
powder  business  is  an  important  one  with  him.  He  has  re- 
cently concluded  a  contract  for  English-made  tins,  which 
are  superior  in  finish  and  embossing  to  anything  Con- 
tinental. The  printing  on  the  lid  is  in  five  colours,  and 
customers'  own  names,  trade-marks,  town  arms,  or  other 
distinguishing  features  are  put  on  free  for  fifteen-gross  lots. 
Cod-liver-oil  emulsion  is  finished  off  at  Tower  Bridge 
Road,  and  a  large  variety  in  face-powders,  violet-powders, 
and  fullers'  earth  are  likewise  put  up.  The  ingenious 
powder-mixer  for  tooth-powders  works  at  high  speed,  driven 
by  an  electric  motor,  and  is  capable  of  putting  through  three 
tons  a  day  ;  while  the  smaller  machine  for  face-powders  will 
turn  out  four  cwt.  per  diem.  There  are  some  very  cheap 
lines  in  toilet-powders  in  the  stockroom,  all  bearing  good 
profits  to  the  retailer,  and  the  labelling  is  by  no  means  cheap 
looking.  A  nice  looking  Poudre  de  Riz,  which  the  store 
chemist  may  sell  at  Q^d.,  realises  without  trouble  2s.  6d.  in 
a  West-end  pharmacy.  So  rapid  has  been  the  extension  of 
Mr.  Blackie's  business  that  within  five  years  of  starting  in 
Tower  Bridge  Road  he  has  been  compelled  to  acquire  larger 
manufacturing  premises  at  85  Tooley  Street,  S.E.  This  is  a 
commodious,  well-lighted  building  of  six  floors,  with  a  large 
basement  for  storage.  Part  of  the  ground  floor  has  been 
fitted  up  as  a  showroom,  and  behind  are  stocks  of  ointments 
in  1-lb.,  2-lb.,  4- lb.,  7-lb.,  14-lb.,  and  28-lb.  tins  ready  for 
despatch.  The  first  floor  is  used  for  bottling  cod-liver-oil 
emulsion,  extract  of  malt,  and  so  forth.  On  the  second  floor 
an  ingenious  vacuum  pump  for  capping  filled  malt-extract 
bottles  is  at  work.  The  machine,  which  is  simple  and  easily 
worked  by  one  man,  will  cap  800  bottles  an  hour.  New 
machinery  has  been  put  in  for  the  various  manufacturing 
processes,  including  a  block-tin  condenser  for  distilled 
water.  On  this  floor  (or  the  next)  the  making  of  oint- 
ments on  a  large  scale  was  going  on.  Seven  pans, 
holding  about  4  cwt.  of  ointment  each,  had  boric, 
zinc,  _  and  other  ointments  simmering  in  them.  One 
pan  is  kept  for  zinc  ointment  exclusively,  and  all  the 
ointments  are  intimately  mixed,  and  the  finished  pro- 
duct is  as  smooth  as  well-made  cold  cream.  All  the 
paraffin  ointments  are  milled  in  a  fine  new  milling  machine, 
and  a  feature  is  made  of  the  fact  that  the  ointments  are 
scarcely  touched  by  hand  in  any  case.  A  smaller  "experi- 
mental "  pan  is  employed  for  making  up  small  batches 
(14  lbs.  or  so)  of  special  ointments,  and  private  formula?  of 
all  kinds  are  prepared  if  required.  There  also  an  18-gallon 
emulsifier  was  rotating  gaily,  turning  out  the  cod-liver  oil  and  j 
hypophosphites  emulsion,  for  which  Mr.  Blackie  has  already 
secured  something  of  a  vogue.  The  place  is  eminently 
clean,  and  nearly  forty  employes  are  kept  busy  at  what  : 
appears  to  be  the  inception  of  a  new  specialisation  in  phar-  1 
macy — ointment  and  emulsion  making. 

Surgical  Instruments 
are  the  metier  of  Messrs.  James  L.  Hatrick  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  of 
70  St.  John  Street,  E.C.  A  recent  visit  to  their  showroom 
brought  into  notice  a  new  all-metal  hypodermic  syringe 
with  several  ingenious  mechanical  fittings  making  for  com- 
pactness. By  pressing  a  spring  three  tubes  are  revealed,  one  t 
for  compressed  tablets  for  hypodermic  use,  and  the  others 
for  needles.  The  midwife's  bag,  containing  sponge-bag,  soap, 
nail-brush,  enema,  with  adaptable  glass  nozzle  for  rectal 
or  vaginal  use,  clinical  thermometer,  pulse  glass,  catheter, 
scissors,  dredger,  ointment-jar,  and  two  poison  and  two 
plain  bottles  for  medicines,  lotions,  etc.,  is  as  complete  as 
can  be,  and  answers  all  official  requirements.  The  lining  of 
the  bag  is  buttoned  in,  so  that  it  may  be  removed  and  washed 
when  necessary,  and  the  empty  bag  itself  may  be  purchased 
for  4s.  6d.  As  there  are  some  22,000  midwives  on  the  new 
register,  this  outfit  ought  to  sell.   Baby-scales,  of  the  ordi- 


nary "  catch-and-hang  "  kind,  are  also  to  be  seen.  These 
weigh  up  to  16  lbs.  Surgical  catgut — silkworm  gut,  and 
other  varieties — is  packed  in  glass  tubes  and  preserved  in 
alcohol.  Then  there  is  an  "Ideal"  porcelain  douche,  and 
an  expanding  wire  douche  for  obstetric  use,  a  large  variety 
of  surgical  bandages  (which  the  company  now  make  in  con- 
siderable quantity),  and  surgical  cases  fitted  to  Board  of 
Trade  requirements  for  passenger  and  merchant  ships. 
Messrs.  Hatrick  &  Co.  do  not  supply  doctors  direct.  They 
only  do  a  wholesale  trade,  with  the  chemist  as  agent,  and 
many  retail  chemists  are  working  up  a  trade  with  local 
medical  men,  nurses,  and  midwives  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  the  company. 

Soda-fountain  at  Gamage's. 
Messrs.  A.  W.  Gamage,  Ltd.,  Holborn,  are  an  example 
of  how  rapidly  soft-goods  businesses  grow  in  this  old 
country.  Some  people,  including  Americans,  tell  us  that 
we  have  to  go  elsewhere  to  find  the  true  phenomena  of  civic 
and  industrial  growth,  but  I  take  that  cum  grano  salis. 
Gamage's  was  a  single  shop  twenty  years  ago,  now  it  is  a 
block,  and  the  latest  development  in  it  is  a  drug-depart- 
ment. Included  in  the  fittings  is  a  handsome  soda-foun- 
tain ("  Belgravia"  purity),  which  has  been  built  in  London 


for  the  company  by  Messrs.  Stiles,  Ltd.,  72-74  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  Holborn,  E.C.  It  is  the  biggest  of  the  kind  in  this 
country  so  far — viz.,  11  feet  long  and  9  feet  high.  My 
confreres  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  may  smile  at  the 
word  "  biggest,"  but  it  is  not  very  long  ago  that  there  was 
not  a  single  soda-fountain  in  London,  and  when  Mr.  Stiles 
came  over  to  introduce  them  there  were  few  who  thought  he 
would  succeed  where  so  many  had  failed.  The  double 
"Belgravia"  is  built  of  Arizona  onyx,  the  top  being  in 
solid  mahogany.  It  can  furnish  30Z.  worth  of  drinks  a  day. 
Mr.  John  Simpson  is  the  manager  of  Messrs.  Gamage's 
drug-department,  and  he  has  got  it  well  on  the  way  to  com- 
pletion. 

Art  of  Toiletry. 

In  the  showroom  at  Ash  Grove,  where  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  evolve  their  perfumery  cabinets 
(by  way  of  Mr.  W.  S.  Gill  and  Paris),  one  forgets  the 
inartistic  surroundings  of  commercial  Hackney.  The  latest 
Parisian  creation  is  the  series  "  Eveil  de  Fleurs,"  illustrated 
overleaf.  The  "awakening  of  flowers"  is  demonstrated 
in  three  odours — "  Violettes  Printannieres,"  "Caprice 
Printannier,"  and  "  Brise  Printanniere."  These  are  sold 
wholesale  at  42s.  per  doz.  boxes.  They  are  charmingly  pro- 
duced with  the  unmistakable  French  art  apparent  over  box 
and  bottle.  Another  series — rather  more  garish  in  appear- 
ance— is  "  Fleurs  d'Orient."  The  printing  of  the  labels  (for 
box  and  bottle — everything  being  in  keeping  in  each  series) 
is  in  seventeen  colours,  and  the  odours  are  three  :  "  Indian 
Cassie,"  "  Japanese  May,"  and  "  Rosalidis."  The  perfumes 
are  excellent  and  not  too  "loud"  in  smell,  although  for 
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those  who  like  "strength"  I  can  recommend  a  new  floral 
concentration  a  few  drops  of  which  Mr.  Gill  dropped  on  my 
handkerchief  nearly  a  fortnight  ago,  and  which  so  per- 


meated my  habiliments  that  I  have  been  enveloped  in  an 
odour  of  scentity  ever  since.  The  Oriental  series  are  packed  in 
single-bottle  boxes  (56s.  per  doz.  boxes)  and  boxes  of  three 
bottles  (20s.  per  doz.  bottles)  with  coloured  cotton-wool. 
For  both  the  "  Eveil "  and  the  "  Orient"  there  are  sachets 
and  toilet-powder  with  labels  and  envelopes  of  the  same 
design.  The  Company  are  making  a  special  autumn  offer  in 
connection  with  Potter  &  Moore's  lavender-water,  and  this 
perfume  they  are  now  supplying  with  sprays  for  doctors' 
surgeries.  The  doctor  likes  it,  his  patients  like  it,  and  the 
chemist-agent  likes  the  business  and  the  profit  which  results 
from  recommendation  by  doctor  and  patient.  Natural- 
flower  odours  (some  of  them  coming  as  high  as  7,000  fr.  per 
kilo)  are  used  in  the  preparation  of  these  perfumes,  the 
odours  being  exported  from  Grasse.  The  company 
are  now  the  sole  agents  for  A.  Girard,  of  Paris,  whose 
Creme  Floreine  in  Is.,  2s.,  and  4s.  jars  they  are  pushing. 
Another  new  line  for  which  Messrs.  Bush  have  secured  the 
agency  is  Kobayashi  Japanese  tooth-powder.  It  is  quaintly 
boxed  in  square  wooden  boxes  with  a  slide  lid.  The  powder 
is  very  fine,  very  agreeable  to  use,  and  effective  in  opera- 
tion. A  smart  style  of  packing  is  being  adopted,  and  the 
cost — 24s.  per  gross  (with  one  gross  of  free  samples  thrown 
in) — should  be  sufficient  to  make  the  sale  in  this  country 
as  universal  as  it  is  in  the  East.  The  idea  of  the  all-con- 
quering Jap  making  even  our  tooth-powder  for  us  is  quaint 
enough  to  give  it  a  big  start. 
One  of  the  most  effective 

Window-attractions 

of  the  day  is  the  "Laboratory"  display  sent  out  by  Mr. 
R.  V.  Wagner  to  advertise  the  Johann  Anton  Farina  zur 
Stadt  Mailand  eau  de  Cologne.  This  piece  of  stage-setting 
may  have  been  seen  recently  in  some  provincial  cities  and 
health-resorts,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  exhibited  in  London 
pharmacies.  Mr.  Wagner  had  the  laboratory  specially  fitted 
up  for  my  inspection  at  his  office,  34  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C., 
the  other  day,  and  I  was  impressed.  It  represents  Paul 
Feminis  (whom  this  firm  claim  to  be  the  inventor  of  eau  de 
Cologne)  at  work  in  his  laboratory  in  the  year  1695.  The 
centre  of  the  display  is  a  consistently  carried-out  representa- 
tion of  an  ancient  chemical  laboratory,  with  fossilised  fishes 
hanging  from  the  ceiling,  a  furnace  with  still  and  alembic  in 
one  corner  and  a  wax  representation  of  Feminis  (uncle  of 
Johann  Anton  Farina),  dressed  in  fifteenth-century  costume, 
examining  a  glass  beaker.  The  "wings"  of  the  scena  are 
fashioned  after  the  manner  of  cathedral  windows,  through 
which  the  lights  behind  shine  through  with  a  fine  night 
effect.  The  width  of  the  entire  show  is  9  feet  10  inches ; 
height  5  feet  7^  inches,  and  depth  1  foot  9  inches,  but  a 
smaller  model  is  in  course  of  construction  to  fit  smaller-sized 
windows.  In  connection  with  the  sale  of  the  eau  de  Cologne 
Mr.  Wagner  has  a  bonus  scheme  for  the  coming  Christmas 
which  will  commend  itself  to  many  chemists.  It  consists  in 
giving  free  sample  flasks  of  the  No.  1  eau  de  Cologne  (value 
Is.  each)  for  orders  of  three  dozen  and  upwards.  Full  par- 
ticulars may  be  obtained  by  communicating  to  Mr.  Wagner, 
who  has  the  net  profit  to  the  retailer  worked  out  in  a  series  of 
alluring  tables.    The  perfumes  of  Jean  Giraud  fils  of  Grasse, 


for  which  Mr.  Wagner  is  agent,  appear  to  be  growing  in 
favour.  Considering  their  get-up  and  quality  this  is  not  sur- 
prising, and  the  showcards,  perfumed  calendars,  and  other 
advertising  aids  help  to  swell  their  popularity.  I  have  men- 
tioned several  of  the  better-known  Giraud  perfumes  (includ- 
ing the  creations  esteemed  by  Queen  Victoria),  but  there  are 
at  least  two  new  ones  I  have  not  seen  before.  These  are 
"Genet  de  l'Esterel " — a  delicate  and  prettily-bottled  scent 
— and  "  Rosat-Genium."  These  will  certainly  enhance  the 
Giraud  reputation  in  the  nostrils  of  the  people. 

A  City  Showroom 
which,  though  unassuming,  always  contains  something 
worth  looking  at  is  that  of  Messrs.  Van  Oppen,  Ross  &  Co., 
38  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.  This  year  there  is  a  series  of 
Christmas  perfumery  on  view  which  is  by  no  means  caviare  to 
the  general.  Particularly  did  I  like  the  cheaper  styles  on  my 
visit,  for  I  presume  I  was  getting  jaded  and  eyesore  at  the 
plethora  of  gorgeousness  I  had  seen.  There  is  a  single- 
bottle  box  of  perfume  (to  retail  at  Is.)  decorated  in  colours 
with  old-world  pictures  on  a  glazed  celluloid  background, 
which  arrests  attention  at  once.  Continuing  up  the  financial 
scale  we  encounter  an  imitation  leatherette  with  gold 
medallion  (I  am  speaking  only  of  exteriors)  for  Is.  6d.  A 
terracotta  2s.  article  is  succeeded  by  some  sweet  things  at 
2s.  6d.  until  we  arrive  at  an  alarming  variety  at  3s.  6<7.  The 
last-named  price  gives  a  fine  selection — caskets  with  bunches 
of  violets  embossed  as  a  frontispiece,  or  with  coloured 
pictures  painted  on  satin,  classical  studies  and  so  on.  In  this 
category  may  be  included  a  gold  embroidered  and  embossed 
box  with  a  classic  lady  picking  pink  flowers  from  golden 
stems,  leaning  meanwhile  on  a  Corinthian  pillar.  This  costs 
24s.  per  dozen,  and  some  retailers  might  be  content  with  less 
than  Is.  6r/.  profit,  but  it  is  worth  it.  The  same  scheme  is 
worked  out  in  violet  colouring  (with  gold)  on  another  casket. 


General  :fiSoaro  of  Opticians. 


A FURTHER  batch  of  official  reports  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  General  Board  of  Opticians  reaches  us  from  the 
remaining  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  Lionel  Laurance,  from  which 
we  take  the  following  notes  : — A  meeting  of  the  executive 
was  held  on  September  21,  at  which  a  communication  was 
read  from  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company,  stating  that  the 
company  is  willing  to  undertake  the  responsibilities  of  the 
Opticians  Bill,  of  which  a  draft  had  been  sent  by  the  Board. 
Some  members  of  the  Board  spoke  in  favour  of  delay,  as  it 
was  hoped  that  by  deferring  action  complete  unity  in  the 
promotion  of  the  Bill  would  be  attained,  since  the  President 
of  the  British  Optical  Association  was  stated  to  be  in  direct 
communication  with  the  Hon.  Alban  Gibbs,  M.P.,  Master 
of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company.  On  September  26  the 
Parliamentary  sub-committee  met  and  made  certain  altera- 
tions in  the  draft  Bill,  which  having  been  submitted  to  the 
Hon.  Alban  Gibbs  and  approved,  was  ordered  to  be  pub- 
lished. The  executive  committee  met  on  October  12,  when 
letters  of  resignation  were  read  from  Messrs.  A.  W.  Oxbrow, 
J.  Allan,  R.  S.  Moles,  S.  P.  Leighton,  R.  G.  Orr,  F.  M.  Win- 
gate,  F.  G.  Huntley,  G.  W.  Charnley,  A.  Cowan,  R.  H. 
Wynne,  and  J.  H.  Sutcliffe.  These  letters  were  referred  to 
the  General  Board.  It  was  resolved  to  recommend  the 
General  Board  to  appoint  a  committee  of  eight  to  act  in  con- 
junction with  the  Spectacle  Makers'  Company  in  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Opticians'  Bill  in  Parliament.  This  suggestion 
was  agreed  to  at  the  meeting  of  the  General  Board  on  the 
same  day.  The  Advisory  Committee  met  on  October  25. 
At  this  meeting  a  notification  was  received  from  the  Spec- 
tacle-makers' Company  inviting  the  Advisory  Committee  to 
meet  the  Court  of  the  Company  in  conference  at  the 
Mansion  House  on  November  1.  Mr.  Frederick  Bateman 
was  elected  chairman  of  the  committee. 


The  Ceylon  export-duty  of  lc.  per  lb.  on  cardamoms  came 
into  operation  on  October  1. 

Abyssinian  Rubber. — A  London  company  have  been  granted 
by  the  Emperor  Menelik  a  concession  of  the  right  to  gather 
and  export  rubber  from  the  present  known  rubber-bearing  dis- 
tricts of  Abyssinia,  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  on  payment  of  a 
royalty. 
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Observations  ano  IReflecttons.  I 

By  Xeaisee. 

The  Coming  Lord  Mayor 

of  London  is  not  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  but  he  is  perhaps  as  near  to  that  ideal  as  any  of 
his  predecessors  at  the  Mansion  House.  There  are  lists  of 
the  Lord  Mayors  of  London  on  record  from  1189  to  this 
year,  and  I  do  not  think  one  of  them  has  been  a  genuine 
pharmacist.  For  many  of  the  earlier  centuries  the  Grocers' 
Company  provided  a  considerable  number  of  these.  Strype 
gives  the  names  of  sixty-four  grocers  and  pepperers  who 
filled  the  office  between  1231  and  1710.  These,  of  course, 
were  the  drug-dealers  of  their  day,  though  probably  most  of 
them  were  importers.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  Worship- 
ful Company  of  Apothecaries  has  ever  furnished  the  City 
with  a  ruler.  In  1870  Alderman  Dakin,  a  wholesale  drug- 
gist of  the  City,  though  officially  described  as  a  spectacle- 
maker,  filled  the  civic  chair,  but  his  firm  was  perhaps  better 
known  in  China  than  in  Great  Britain.  Those  chemists  who 
are  unfortunate  enough  to  have  trade  memories  which  go 
back  to  the  early  'sixties  and  the  late  'fifties  will  recollect  the 
firm  of  Morgan  Brothers,  druggists'  sundriesmen.  There  were 
six  young  men,  brothers,  in  that  firm,  all  endowed  with 
abundant  vigour,  and  naturally  they  made  themselves 
known.  Before  the  'seventies  had  dawned  Morgan  Brothers 
had  withdrawn  from  the  home  trade,  though  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  which  they  had  founded  when  they  were  in 
full  swing,  refused  to  be  suppressed,  and  still  refuses.  This 
was  the  firm  of  which  to-day 
Alderman  Vaughan  Morgan 

is  the  nominal  head.  I  expect 
the  youngest  apprentice  to  the  business  could  tell  the  Lord 
Mayor  more  of  its  intricacies  than  he  knows  now,  but  I  am 
sure  he  has  not  lost  his  sympathy  with  it.  In  another 
field  of  activity,  however,  he  has  deserved  well  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  Having  won  his  own  position,  and  with  no 
capacity  for  idleness,  Mr.  Morgan  gradually  devoted  more 
and  more  of  his  time  and  ability  to  the  patient  and  disinter- 
ested service  of  London's  most  notable  endowment,  Christ's 
Hospital,  the  Blue-coat  School.  Ultimately  he  accepted 
the  position  of  Treasurer,  an  honorary  but  extremely  onerous 
office,  carrying  with  it  the  duties  of  Chief  Administrator. 
Everyone  knows  how  easily  a  great  charity  may  tend  to 
be  diverted  from  its  true  purpose,  and  in  old  times  Christ's 
Hospital  was  not  free  from  such  aspersions.  Mr.  Morgan 
is  known  to  have  worked  heart  and  soul  to  ensure  that  the 
large  funds  which  his  school  controls  shall  be  used  to  the 
greatest  possible  advantage  of  a  class  to  whom  the  assistance 
rendered  is  of  infinite  value,  and  his  labours  have  not  been 
unappreciated  by  those  who  have  become  acquainted  with 
them. 

Direct  Parliamentary  Representation 

of  pharmacy  is  ap- 
parently the  chosen  coming  topic.  It  is  a  considerable  im- 
provement on  territorial  representation  or  breaking  bulk, 
which  associations  were  last  asked  to  excite  themselves  over. 
The  advantages  of  having  a  member  of  Parliament  perfectly 
familiar  with  our  aims  and  in  sympathy  with  them  need  not 
be  dwelt  upon ;  they  are  obvious,  and  if  we  could  go  to  the 
Carlton  or  the  Reform  and  buy  a  seat,  having  first  agreed 
upon  the  right  man  to  place  in  it,  a  fair-sized  fund  could 
probably  be  raised.  But  the  trouble  now  is  that  the  pro- 
moters of  the  fund  cannot  define  what  they  want  to  do  until 
they  have  an  idea  of  how  much  they  are  likely  to  collect, 
while  subscribers  will  naturally  hang  back  until  there  is  a 
definite  plan  before  them.  Bristol  suggests  that  every 
member  of  every  association  shall  subscribe  2^.  6d.  a  year  and 


5s.  specially  when  the  general  election  comes  along.  Ap- 
parently Bristol  expects  to  get  a  member  on  each  side  of  the 
House  for  that  money.  We  all  know  the  calculations  about 
Fifteen  Thousand  Half-crowns 

and  how  much  these  would 
aggregate,  but  the  Federation  officers  need  not  be  told  how 
gaseous  such  estimates  are.  Only  about  a  thousand  of  us  can 
be  relied  upon  for  the  first  year  while  the  gushing  is  about, 
and  a  reduction  of  33  per  cent,  may  be  reckoned  on  in  each 
successive  year.  Not  much  efficient  fighting  can  be  got  out 
of  such  proceeds.  Of  course  there  are  the  wholesale  firms  to 
turn  to,  as  well  as  our  very  few  wealthy  individuals,  but  Mr. 
Jesse  Boot,  who  swelled  the  last  chemists'  fund  by  100Z.,  will 
be  missing  on  this  occasion.  Moreover,  there  are  signs  that 
the  Pax  Pharmaceutica  which  the  Pharmacy  Bill  has 
cemented  during  the  past  three  years  is  giving  way.  Some 
want  to  delete  Clause  7,  some  want  to  add  new  clauses ;  and 
in  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  itself  there  is  a  little  "  cave" 
where  an  impossible  project  has  been  concocted.  Even  the 
bright  side  of  our  affairs  is  discouraging  to  the  advocates  of 
the  Parliamentary  Fund,  for  it  is  believed  that  two  or  three 
chemists  are  likely  to  emerge  successfully  from  the  election 
scrimmage  at  no  cost  to  us.  The  promoters  of  the  subscrip- 
tion can  hardly  regret  this  prospect,  but  it  is  calculated  to 
considerably  reduce  the  ardour  of  their  supporters. 
The  Apothecary's  Journeyman, 

I  gather  from  Dr.  Mc  Walter's 
letter,  is  the  statutory  designation  of  his  legally  qualified 
assistant  (in  Ireland),  but  that  this  title  has  been  superseded 
in  favour  of  that  of  assistant  by  resolution  of  the  Apothe- 
caries' Hall.  I  presume  "  assistant,"  and  not  "  journeyman," 
is  the  term  which  now  appears  on  the  certificates.  This 
transfer  of  title  is  curious.  Dr.  Mc  Walter  seems  to  regard  it 
as  a  trivial  circumstance,  but  Lord  Mansfield  ("  the  greatest 
judge  England  ever  had." — Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour)  ruled  in  a 
case  before  him  in  1774  that  a  "  journeyman  "  meant  exactly 
what  it  purported  to  mean,  and  nothing  more — a  servant 
who  works  by  the  day,  and  it  makes  no  difference,  added  the 
Judge,  whether  the  work  is  done  by  the  day  or  by  the  piece. 
No  doubt  "  assistant "  is  much  more  frequently  used  in  these 
times  than  "  journeyman,"  and  is  more  strictly  correct  under- 
present  conditions ;  but  it  is  not  for  Apothecaries'  Hall  to- 
modify  statutory  terms  at  its  own  sweet  will.  "Drug- 
stores "  is  largely  used  now  over  shops  where  formerly 
"chemist  and  druggist"  appeared,  and  probably  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  would  willingly  pass  a  formal  resolution 
adding  this  to  the  other  protected  titles  enumerated  in 
Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  But  in  this  country  the 
formality  of  asking  Parliament's  permission  to  alter  its 
language  is  recognised  as  necessary. 
Joseph  Black 

was  one  of  the  most  enlightened  of  the  early 
chemists.  He  was  more  clear-sighted  than,  though  not  so 
industrious  as,  Priestley,  and  Lavoisier  claimed  to  be  Black's 
disciple.  But  the  Prime  Minister  pressed  his  glorification 
of  his  countrymen  a  little  too  far  last  week  at  Edinburgh 
when  he  grouped  Black  with  Watt,  Hume,  Burns,  and  Adam 
Smith  as  the  five  great  original  geniuses  whom  Scotland 
"  produced  "  within  the  first  century  after  the  Union.  The 
chronology  is  queer,  for  all  of  these  famous  men  were  born 
much  later  than  a  hundred  years  after  1603.  Moreover, 
Black  was  not  ' '  produced  '  in  Scotland  at  all.  He  was  born 
at  Bordeaux,  his  parents  being  Belfast  people  engaged  in 
the  wine  trade.  It  was  in  the  Irish  city  that  Black  was 
brought  up,  and  he  was  nearly  twenty  when  he  migrated  to 
Scotland.  By  becoming  an  Edinburgh  professor  he  did 
what  he  could  to  rectify  his  mistake  or  misfortune  in  not 
having  been  a  Scotch  native.  The  other  four  are  good 
enough  heroes  for  the  purpose  of  Mr.  Balfour's  argument ; 
he  might  have  resisted  the  temptation  to  purloin  Black. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

CD*  "Sanitas"  Co.,  £im., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  ol  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"SANTAS"  PREPARATIONS. 

They  also  Make  and  Deal  In 
"Soldia,"   "Okol,"   "Creocide,"   "  Pinos," 
"Klngzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
Sulphugators,''  *'  Formic  Sulphugators,"  "  Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formic  Fumigators,"   "Formic  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  cent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Klngzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen, 
Carbolic  Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps, 
Eucalyptus  Oil,  and  Permanganate  of  Potash 
"  Sanitat "  Pamphlet  and  "  Bow  to  Disinfect  "  Book  sent  free. 

THE  "SANITAS "  CO.,  LTD.,  LONDON,  E. 


WARRICK 
BROTHERS 

CAPSULE 
MAKERS, 

6  NILE  ST.,  CITY  RD.,  LONDON,  N. 


NON-  .  . 
FREEZING 


JVIUNN'S 

COD  LIVER  OIL. 

WE  ARE  NOW  READY  TO  SUPPLY  NEW  OIL. 

1905  MANUFACTURE. 

Quality  this  year  is  far  superior  to  last  season's. 

THIS  OIL   WAS  SWIMMING  IN  THE  ATLANTIC 
?   3     LESS  THAN  ONE  MONTH  AGO.     ?  5 
  INSIST    ON     GETTING    IT.  — — 


W.  A.  HUM,  Manufacturer,  ST.  JOHN'S,  NEWFOUNDLAND. 

WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO., 

49  Haymarket,    LONDON,  S,W 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF  PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCH&GERMAN 
props™  MEDICINES 


PRICE    LIST    ON  APPLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


GRIMBLE'S 
PURE 

VINEGAR 

Jrowory  :  LONDON,  N»  W. 


MILO  FOOD 

FOR  INFANTS. 

Quite  a  New  Departure! 

Based  on  Science  and  Practical  Experience. 


Sample  and  Pamphlet  free  on  Application  to 


 HENRI  NESTLE,— 

48    Cannon    •S'freef,    London*  E*C* 


Ebitonal  Comments. 


Chemistry  of  the  Aconitines. 

After  a  rather  lengthy  period  of  quietude  the  chemistry  of 
the  aconitine  group  of  alkaloids  appears  to  be  again  exciting 
attention.  Schulze  has  recently  published  two  papers  (re- 
ferred to  in  the  C.  Jb  D.,  1904,  65,  652,  and  1905,  67,  584) 
on  aconitine  itself,  and  the  current  number  of  the  "  Journal 
of  the  Chemical  Society  "  published  this  week  contains  Parts 
16  to  18  of  the  "  Contributions  to  our  Knowledge  of  the 
Aconite  Alkaloids,"  which  were  begun  by  Professor  Dunstan 
and  his  pupils  as  long  ago  as  1891.  The  first  two  are  by  Pro- 
fessor Dunstan  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Andrews,  and  they  deal  with 
fndaconitine  and  Bikhaconitine,  the  alkaloids  described  by 
Cash  and  Dunstan  in  the  Eoyal  Society  paper,  of  which  an 
abstract  was  given  in  the  C.  <Sb  D.,  September  16,  p.  478. 
Indaconitine  is  a  crystalline  alkaloid  obtained  from 
Aconitum  cliasmanthwn,  and  has  the  formula  C31H4;NO10, 
and  constitutionally  it  is  acetylbenzylpseudaconine. 
Bikhaconitine,  the  alkaloid  of  A.  spicatum, is  also  crystalline, 
has  the  formula  C^H^NOn,  and  is  acetylveratrylpseud- 
aconine.  It  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  what  was  reported  of 
these  alkaloids  on  September  16.  The  third  paper,  forming 
Part  18  of  the  whole  series,  is  entitled  "The  Aconitine 
Group  of  Alkaloids,"  and  is  by  Professor  Dunstan  and  Dr. 
T.  A.  Henry.    It  summarises  the  information  so  far  ob- 
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tained  with  regard  to  this  group,  and  deals  with  the  inter- 
relationships of  the  various  members.  These  may  be 
grasped  more  readily  by  the  reproducticn  of  one  of  the 
tabular  statements  from  the  original  : 

Aconitine  is  acetylbenzylaconine, 

Oa,H„N03,OAo)(OMe)vOBz. 
Japiconitine  is  acetylbenzylbenzaconine, 

C2,H2.N03,0Ac,(0Me)„0Bz. 
Indaconitine  is  acetylbenzylpseudaconine, 

C2,HI7N02)bAc,(OMe).,OBz. 
Pscudaconitinc  is  acctylveratrylpseudaconine, 

C2,H27N02,Ac,(0Mc)„0Ve. 
Bikhaconitine  is  acetylveratrylbikhaconine, 
Ca,H2;NO,Ac,(OMe)„OVo. 

It  is  fairly  obvious  from  this  statement  that  all  the 
aconitines  appear  to  contain  a  similar  nucleus,  which  the 
authors  suggest  may  be  regarded  provisionally  as  having 
the  formula  C21H36N  or  C21H3.(N.  The  further  investiga- 
tion's now  being  made  have  in  view  the  determination  of  the 
nature  of  this  nucleus,  and  it  is  hoped  that  some  light  may 
be  thrown  on  this  subject  by  the  study  of  the  oxidation  pro- 
ducts of  the  alkaloids,  with  which  some  progress  has  already 
been  made.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  authors  use  Freund's 
formula  for  aconitine — viz.,  C^H^NOn — in  place  of  that 
previously  assigned  by  Dunstan  and  his  pupils  to  this 
alkaloid — viz.,  Ga3H15N012;  so  that  it  is  now  admitted  that 
the  latter  formula  is  inaccurate.  The  authors  point  out 
that  the  whole  of  the  investigations  of  aconitine  which  were 
carried  out  in  England  some  years  ago  with  alkaloid  pre- 
pared from  English  aconite-roots  by  Williams,  Groves, 
Wright,  and  later  by  Dunstan,  have  led  to  practically  the 
same  formula — viz.,  C^H^NO,, ;  while  those  made  more 
recently,  both  in  Germany  and  in  England,  with  aconitine 
of  one  make  and  of  exotic  origin,  have  led  to  the  formula 
C31HJ7NOn  or  thereabouts.  They  suggest,  therefore,  that 
the  alkaloids  from  these  two  sources  are  possibly  not  identi- 
cal, and  as  evidence  for  this  view  a  tabular  statement  of  the 
constants  recorded  for  the  two  alkaloids  and  their  salts  is 
given,  and  the  authors  conclude  that 

it  is  probable  that  at  least  two  aconitines  exist  closely  re- 
sembling each  other.    Of  these,  one  (C^rLsNO,.),  first  fully 
described  by  Wright,  requires  further  elucidation  ;  the  other 
(Cs.HLtNO,,)  is  the  only  toxic  alkaloid   from  Aconitum 
Na-pellus  at  present  fully  known,  and  it  is  therefore  con- 
venient that  the  name  aconitine  should  bo  reserved  for  this 
latter  substance. 
They  suggest  also  that  just  as  in  the  case  of  the  Indian 
aconites,  supposed  "varieties"  have  turned  out  on  further 
combined  botanical  and  chemical  investigation  to  be  distinct 
species,  so  the  extension  of  this  work  to  European  A .  Napellus 
may  result  in  similar  discoveries.      The  paper  also  deals 
incidentally  with  the  atisines,  or  non-poisonous  aconite  alka- 
loids, and  it  is  mentioned  that  in  addition  to  atisine  itself 
derived  from  A.  heterophyllum,  a  new  alkaloid  of  similar 
type,  which  it  is  proposed  to  name  palmatisine,  has  recently 
been  isolated  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  and  will  be  dealt 
with  in  a  future  paper. 


East-Indian  Trade. 

The  official  report  on  the  trade  of  British  India  with  foreign 
countries  for  the  year  which  ended  March  31,  1905,  has 
been  issued  this  week,  and  it  reveals  gratifying  progress,  im- 
ports and  exports  showing  an  advance  of  6.2  per  cent,  over 
1903-4,  and  that  year's  trade  was  15  per  cent,  in  advance 
of  1902-3.  The  imports  of  cotton  manufactures  and  tex- 
tiles, sugar,  hardware,  metals,  and  machinery  were  the 
highest  ever  recorded,  while  the  exports  of  wheat,  rice, 
and  other  food-grains  were  also  unparalleled.  The  total 
imports  (including  gold  and  silver)  were  valued  at 
Us.  129,70,56, 182,  and  the  exports  (including  re-exports,  gold 
•and  silver)  were  Rs. 165,47,65,800.  The  imports  of  chemicals, 


drugs,  medicines,  narcotics,  dyeing  and  tanning  materials 
were   valued   at   Rs.  2,80,41,090   against   Rs.  2,75,07,969 
in  1903-4,  chemicals  alone  having  risen  from  59  lakhs  in 
1903-4  to  61^  lakhs  in  1904-5.    Included  in  the  total  were 
chemicals  for  paper-making,  of  which  the  value  rose  from 
6f  lakhs  to  7|  lakhs,  and  two-th:rds  of  the  chemicals  are 
described  as  "  other  sorts"  with  a  value  of  43^  lakhs.  Of 
drugs  and  medicines  70|  lakhs  were  imported  compared 
with  68  lakhs  in  the  previous  year.    Japan  and  Formosa 
camphor  increased  by  7  per  cent,  in  quantity  and  24  per  cent, 
in  value,  the  average  price  per  lb.  advancing  by  17  per  cent. 
Quinine  increased  in  quantity  by  32  per  cent.,  but  as  the 
price  was  21  per  cent,  lower,  the  value  of  6T90  lakhs  was 
only  11  per  cent,  higher  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
value  of  "other  sorts"  of  medicines  (including  patent  and 
proprietary  medicines,  to  be  separately  specified  next  year) 
was  37  lakhs.    The  trade  in  aniline  and  alizarine  dyes 
flourishes,  the  imports  amounting  to  10,705,000  lbs.  and 
5,875,700  lbs.  respectively,  or  slightly  less  than  in  1903-4. 
Glancing  at  the  sources  of  India's  imports  it  is  satisfactory 
to  find  that  our  supremacy  is  well  maintained,  the  United 
Kingdom  last  year  supplying  65.2  per  cent,  of  the  imports 
(64.9  per  cent.  1903-4).    Austria-Hungary  takes  the  second 
place  with  4.1  per  cent.,  due  to  large  sugar  shipments. 
Germany's  percentage  was  only  3.9,  an  increase  of  5  per 
cent.,  and  the  United  States  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  list 
with  1.1  per  cent.    Taken  over  the  period  of  five  years 
Germany  and  the  United  States  are  doing  badly  in  India, 
their  trade  showing  no  tendency  to  expand,  and  this  in 
spite  of  so  much  Consular  activity.    In  exports,  saltpetre  is 
the  most  important  chemical.     Last  year  348,741  cwt., 
valued  at  36£  lakhs,  was  exported,  a  decline  of  11  per  cent. 
The  abnormally  cold  winter  interfered  with  its  manufacture, 
and  the  general  depression  in  the  trade  compelled  several 
refineries  to  close.    About  5,000  cwt.  of  borax  is  annually 
exported.    Owing  to  a  short  crop  of  opium  the  exports  de- 
clined in  quantity  by  9.3  per  cent.,  but  the  total  values  rose 
by  1.4  per  cent.,  the  prices  obtained  at  the  auction  sales  in 
Calcutta  being  the  highest  since  1861.    Altogether  66,861 
chests  (47,855  Bengal  and  19,006  Bombay)  were  exported, 
and  of  this  quantity  Hong  Kong  received  37,820  chests  (an 
increase  of  588),  but  the  Treaty  ports  and  the  Straits  Settle- 
ments showed  a  substantial  decrease.    The  export  figures 
concerning  indigo  present  a  melancholy  record  of  the  decline 
of  this  old  and  important  industry.    The  ruinous  level  to 
which  prices  have  been  forced  down  by  the  competition  of 
synthetic  indigo  has  reduced  the  Bengal  plantations  to  less 
than  half  the  area  of  ten  years  ago,  and  over  the  whole  of 
India  the  reduction  in  that  period  is  66  per  cent.  Bengal 
planters  are,  however,  cultivating  other  crops  in  addition 
to  indigo,  thereby  enabling  them  to  carry  on  the  contest 
against  synthetic  indigo.    In  the  Madras  Presidency  the 
cultivation  appears  to  be  rapidly  approaching  extinction, 
the  area  falling  last  year  by  49  per  cent.    The  total  exports 
were  49,252  chests,  or  18.4  per  cent,  less  in  quantity  and 
22.4  per  cent,  less  in  value  than  the  exports  of  the  previous 
year.    Shipments  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  maintained 
at  the  previous  level,  and  the  demand  from  the  Continent, 
especially  Russia  and  France,  was  better.    Egypt,  as  usual, 
was  the  largest  consumer  (mainly  cheap  dry  leaf  indigo  from 
•  Madras),  but  the  quantity  was  25.1  per  cent,  less  than  in 
1903-4.    The  exports  to  the  United  States  were  49  per  cent, 
less,  and  Japan,  which  for  several  years  had  been  one  of 
the  chief  markets  for  Indian  indigo,  bought  practically 
nothing.      There  is,  however,  likely  to  be  some  revival 
shortly,  as  the  differential  taxation  which  imposed  an  extra 
tax  equal  to  1.55(7.  per  lb.  on  Indian  indigo,  both  Java  plant 
indigo  and  German  synthetic  indigo  escaping,  has  now  been 
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removed.    It  will  be  difficult,  however,  for  India  to  recover 
much  ground,  as  the  higher  percentage  of  colouring  matter 
in  synthetic  indigo  retains  for  it  such  an  advantage  by 
reason  of  the  duty  being  charged  by  weight.    Exports  of 
cutch,  myrabolans,  and  turmeric  show  a  decline ;  of  the 
last-named  44,090  cwt.  was  exported  against  68,234  cwt.  in 
1903-4.    Oils  of  all  kinds  show  a  slight  falling  away  of 
2  per  cent.,  the  principal  decrease  being  in  coconut  oil, 
owing  to  short  supplies  of  copra  in  Madras.    Castor  oil, 
too,  fell  by  21  per  cent,  also  owing  to  a  poor  crop,  and  the 
prices  of  all  vegetable  oils,  other  than  coconut  oil,  decreased 
noticeably.    Mineral  oil  from  Burma  has  made  remarkable 
progress,  the  exports  being  4g  million  gallons,  or  four  and 
a  half  times  greater  than  in  1904.    It  was  shipped  principally 
to  China  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  where,  as  in  India,  it 
has  to  meet  strenuous  competition.    Paraffin-wax  exports 
increased  in  value  by  37  per  cent.    The  prices  of  shellac  ruled 
above  the  abnormally  high  level  of  the  previous  year  owing 
to  speculation  ;  shipments  of  button  lac  decreased  in  quantity 
from  50,500  cwt.  to  34,276  cwt.,  or  32  per  cent,  less,  while 
shellac  shows  an  increase  from  178,497  cwt.  to  193,305  cwt., 
or  8.3  per  cent.  more.    Exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were 
valued  at  135g  lakhs,  to  the  United  States  at  107-J-  lakhs,  and 
to  Germany  at  25  lakhs.    The  export  of  oil  seeds  again  ex- 
ceeded all  previous  records  owing  to  the  large  crops  of 
linseed  and  rapeseed.    Castor  seed,  on  the  other  hand,  was 
slightly  less  in  quantity,  but  the  price  advanced,  and  the 
export  of  ground  nuts  was  smaller  by  about  13  per  cent. 
The  French  port  of  Pondicherry  has  a  large  share  of  this 
trade,  so  that  it  is  not  registered  in  the  trade  of  British 
India.    Of  linseed,  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany,  and 
France  were  the  largest  buyers,  the  bulk  of  the  rapeseed 
going  to  Germany,  Belgium,  and  France,  and  of  castor  seed 
the  principal  consumer  was  the  United  Kingdom,  the  ex- 
ports being  1,461,000  cwt.    As  to  the  general  distribution 
of  the  export  trade  of  India,  it  is  gratifying  to  find  a  slight 
improvement  in  our  share,  in  spite  of  the  development  of 
shipping  facilities  to  foreign  countries.    Still  it  is  not  by 
any  means  large,  being  only  27.5  per  cent,  of  the  total 
against  30.1  per  cent,  in  1900-1.    China  is  India's  second 
best  customer  with  12.6  per  cent.,  Germany  coming  third 
with  9.2  per  cent.,  and  the  United  States  and  Japan  with 
6.3  per  cent.  each.    France  has  6.2  per  cent,  to  her  credit, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  Belgium  (5.4  per  cent.),  all  other 
countries  exhibit  a  declining  tendency.    Taking  the  import 
and  export  trade  as  a  whole,  the  report  bears  wonderful 
testimony  to  the  remarkable  vitality  and  recuperative  power 
of  our  Indian  Empire,  in  spite  of  famine  and  the  poverty  of 
its  millions.    It  is  also  satisfactory  to  know  that  whatever 
progress  Germany  and  the  United  States  are  making  else- 
where they  are  not  undermining  our  position  in  India. 


The  Transvaal  Poison  Ordinance. 

We  received  by  the  last  South  African  mail  a  copy  of  the 
"  Transvaal  Government  Gazette  "  containing  the  Ordinance 
amending  the  Medical,  Dental,  and  Pharmacy  Ordinance. 
The  measure,  as  it  comes  into  law,  is  practically  the  same  as 
that  published  in  our  issue  of  August  12,  there  being  only  a 
verbal  alteration  in  the  Section  which  takes  the  place  of 
Sections  51  and  52  of  the  original  Ordinance.  The  provi- 
sions as  regards  the  sale  of  opium  are  deleted,  as  they  are  the 
subject  of  a  separate  Ordinance  fully  dealt  with  in  the 
C.  cfc  D.  last  week.  Perhaps  the  most  notable  point  of 
general  interest  in  the  new  law  is  the  power  given  for  amend- 
ing the  Poisons  Schedule  without  appealing  to  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  authorities  under  the  Ordinance  may  now 
transfer  a  poison  from  one  part  of  the  Schedule  to  another. 


This  is,  as  far  as  we  are  aware,  the  first  occasion  on  which 
this  important  power  has  been  embodied  in  British  pharmacy 
law,  and  it  is  an  indication  of  how  keenly  Transvaal  chemists 
have  followed  home  difficulties.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  had  such  power  as  this,  that  fearful 
tangle,  called  the  Poisons  Schedule,  might  quickly  be  made  a 
sure  thing.  We  observe  that  the  Council  of  the  Society  have 
resolved  again  to  introduce  the  Pharmacy  Bill  without 
material  alteration  except  that  which  is  verbal.  It  is  pro- 
bably too  late  for  the  Council  to  add  a  clause  embodying  the 
Transvaal  powers,  and  we  presume  that  it  does  not  desire  to 
do  so,  seeing  that  the  information  was  available  as  far  back 
as  August  12. 


Some  "  Minor  "  Considerations. 

The  report  of  the  October  pharmaceutical  examinations  in 
Great  Britain,  submitted  by  the  Registrar  to  the  Council  on 
Wednesday,  completes  the  record  for  1905,  and  we  are 
therefore  in  a  position  to  contrast  the  year  with  others  which 
have  gone  before.  Those  who  watch  this  matter  are  aware 
that  the  number  of  men  now  coming  forward  to  qualify 
has  decreased,  and  this  is,  we  find,  corroborated  by  the 
report.  During  the  year  1,298  candidates  only  have  been 
examined  in  the  Minor,  this  being  the  smallest  number 
since  1893,  when  1,189  were  examined  in  Edinburgh  and 
London.  We  quote  the  figures  since  the  year  before  the 
Wheeldon  decision  (1890),  which  increased  the  demand  for 
qualified  assistants  : 


Year 

Examined 

Passed 

1889   

1,013 

439 

1890   

1,157 

524 

1891   

1,516 

681 

1892   

871 

358 

1893   

1,189 

469 

1894   

1,410 

524 

1895   

1,304 

447 

1896   

1,449 

503 

1897   

1,441 

460 

1898   

1,679 

535 

1899   

1,817 

552 

1900   

1,880 

548 

1901   

1,479 

497 

1902   

1,549 

468 

1903   

1,676 

524 

1904   

1,510 

584 

19C5   

1,298 

468 

The  Wheeldon  decision  had  the  immediate  result  of  sending 
in  an  unprecedented  number  (1,516)  for  the  examination, 
and  although  there  was  a  big  falling  back  in  1893,  the 
steady  increases  after  that  year  were  due  to  the  greater 
demand  for  qualified  men.    The  high-water  mark  of  1900 
was  due  to  new  conditions  of  examination  coming  into  force 
in  1901,  the  year  in  which  the  Society  ceased  to  conduct  a 
Preliminary  examination  of  its  own,  and  required  evidence 
of  more  extended  school  education.    In  1900  no  fewer  than 
1,023  persons  passed  the  Society's  Preliminary  examina- 
tion, the  annual  average  for  the  five  years  preceding  being 
684.    Since  the  new  Preliminary  conditions  came  into  force 
(1901-5)  the  total  number  of  students  registered  has  been 
840,  compared  with  3,765  in  the  five  preceding  years  (1896- 
1900).    These  figures  leave  little  doubt  that  the  decreased 
entries  for  the  Minor  examination  are  due  to  decreased 
registrations  of  students.    One  reason  for  advancing  the 
standard  of  the  Preliminary  examination  was  to  get  a 
better  class  of  men,  or  to  reduce  the  percentage  of  failures 
in  the  Minor.    There  has  not  been  sufficient  time  to  prove 
this — at  least  from  published  statistics — but  the  Registrar 
would  be  able  to  say  by  examination  of  the  results  shown 
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by  the  two  classes  of  men.  The  following  figures  represent 
the  percentages  of  passes  in  the  Minor  at  the  two  centres  : 


Year 

London 

Edinburgh 

1900   

29 

35 

1901   

30 

44 

1902   

29 

33 

1903   

30 

34 

1904   

40 

35 

1905   

39.5 

33 

The  improvement  in  London  in  1904-5  is  striking,  but  the 
Edinburgh  results  neutralise  it.  The  other  side  of  the 
matter  is  more  ripe  for  consideration — viz.,  the  decreased 
entries  for  the  Minor.  In  this  regard  the  more  stringent 
Preliminary  examination  is  beginning  to  tell,  and  we  are 
getting  towards  the  end  of  the  list  of  registered  apprentices 
who  were  in  stock,  so  to  speak,  in  1900.  This  may  be  seen 
by  a  glance  at  the  following  table,  in  which  the  Preliminary 
and  Minor  passes  of  the  first  half  of  the  past  decade  are 
compared  with  the  Preliminary  registrations  and  Minor 
passes  of  the  latter  half  : 


Year 

Preliminary 

passes 

Minor 
passes 

Surplus 
preliminary 

1896   

704 

503 

201 

1897   

678 

460 

218 

1898   

637 

535 

102 

1899   

723 

552 

171 

1900   

1,023 

548 

475 

1901  

70 

497 

Deficit 

1902   

116 

468 

1903   

194 

524 

,, 

1904   

221 

584 

1905   

239 

468 

Whenever  a  man  passes  the  Minor  examination  his  name  is 
removed  from  the  register  of  apprentices.    In  every  year 
since  1868  up  to  1901  the  number  passing  the  Preliminary 
kept  up  the  supply  of  Minor  candidates,  and  during  1896- 
1900  there  were  1,167  more  than  the  Minor  passes  ;  but  during 
1901-5  the  number  of  apprentices  registered  has  come  short 
of  those  who  have  qualified  and  been  removed  from  the 
register.    The  effect  of  this  is  not  immediate,  because  there 
were  several  thousand  registered  apprentices  waiting  to 
qualify  before  the  Preliminary  was  altered.    As  2,541  have 
passed  the  Minor  during  the  past  five  years,  the  stock  must 
now  be  getting  low,  and  this  year's  diminished  entries  may  be 
regarded  as  the  first  indication  of  the  approach  of  very  lean 
years,  when  the  Minor  entries  will  compare  with  the  Pre- 
liminary registrations  of  the  past  five  years.    This  can  be 
calculated,  for  with  an  annual  Preliminary  pass  of  755,  there 
was  an  annual  entry  of  1,653  for  the  Minor,  and,  as  during 
the  past  five  years,  the  annual  registration  of  apprentices 
has  averaged  168,  a  point  will  be  reached  when  the  Minor 
entries  will  come  down  to  350  a  year.    Several  serious  ques- 
tions arise  from  this.    Is  the  decrease  in  registration  of 
students  concurrent  with  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
apprentices  entering  the  retail  drug-trade?    At  least  eight 
hundred  used  to  enter  yearly,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible 
that  in  five  years  this  number  can  have  been  reduced  to  240. 
It  is  common  knowledge  that  a  large  number  continue  to 
enter  the  trade  without  passing  a  Preliminary  examination, 
and  now  a  larger  proportion  of  them  do  not  intend  to  pass, 
which  means  that  the  unqualified  element  in  the  retail  trade 
is  growing.    If  this  were  not  the  case  registered  men  might 
view  with  complacency  the  prospect  that  in  a  few  years  the 
number  of  qualified  chemists  in  Great  Britain  will  decrease 


at  the  rate  of  300  to  400  a  year.  There  is  very  little 
prospect  of  qualification  securing  more  business,  in  fact  the 
indications  are  all  the  other  way,  for  besides  the  steady 
increase  of  unqualified  men  in  the  ranks  of  pharmacy,  the 
opportunity  of  dispensing  practice  is  not  growing.  Indeed, 
dispensing  by  medical  practitioners  is  being  made  easier  now, 
through  the  fostering  care  of  manufacturing  chemists.  To 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  itself  the  position  is  not  free 
from  embarrassment.  For  many  years  its  expenditure  has 
been  extravagantly  in  excess  of  the  receipts  contributed  by 
its  members,  and  solvency  has  only  been  assured  by  raising 
the  Minor  examination  fee  from  three  guineas  to  five,  then 
to  ten  guineas.  The  Society  will  now  have  the  opportunity 
of  paying  its  own  way  by  reducing  its  expenses.  We  observe 
that  the  finance  report  this  month  shows  an  adverse  balance 
of  635?.,  and  payments  of  1,733/.  have  to  be  met.  The 
income  for  the  rest  of  the  year  is  trifling;  indeed,  last  year 
the  expenditure  for  December  was  only  met  by  releasing  a 
2,000/.  bank-deposit.  There  is  no  reserve  like  that  this  year, 
all  the  Society's  money  being  in  ground  rents  (5.551/.)  and 
the  premises  it  occupies  or  lets  (184/.  a  year). 


Misunderstandings. 

(A  la  rata.) 

There  arc  things  that  in  pharmacy  sometimes  occur, 

That  merit  severest  exposure, 
And  to  blindly  ignore  these  and  make  no  demur, 

Is  as  bad  as  to  wink  at  the  Closure. 
Publicity's  often  an  excellent  thing 

If  unwilling  the  fish  we  are  landing  ; 
But  when  once  they  are  caught  very  dumb  you  should  sing, 

Or  there  might  be  a  misunderstanding. 

When  we  take  to  protecting  a  Marvellous  Pill, 

Or  defending  a  famous  Restorer, 
We  imagine  the  Stores  cherish  little  good  will, 

But  we  try  not  to  make  them  feel  sorer. 
For  an  innooent  oversight,  lasting  a  year, 

May  lead  to  a  horrid  disbanding, 
And  needless  uneasiness  often,  we  fear. 

Why,  it's  merely  a  misunderstanding. 

If  a  chemist  is  wigged  at  the  Coroner's  'quest 

For  not  using  the  proper  container, 
He  may  calmly  retort  that  he's  doing  his  best, 

For  of  price  he's  a  loyal  rnaintainer. 
But  you  ought  to  condemn  at  inordinate  length 

The  grocer  whose  sugar  has  sand  in, 
Though  we  plead,  if  our  tincture  is  not  up  to  strength, 

It  was  quite  a  misunderstanding. 

For  the  good  that  unfettered  publicity  does 

In  some  things  we've  great  admiration, 
But  when  round  our  ears  awkward  questionings  buzz, 

We  accept  it  with  much  reservation. 
So  wo  hope  we  shall  not  have  to  tell  you  again, 

To  you  earnest  advice  we  are  handing, 
For  it  really  is  difficult  aye  to  explain 

An  opportune  misunderstanding. 

Commercial  Travellers'  Taxes  in  Canada, 

A  correspondent  of  the  "Times"  says  the  report  that 
the  Government  would  reduce  this  tax  from  $300  to  $100  per 
annum  was  premature.  A  deputation  from  the  Manufac- 
turers' Association  at  Montreal  subsequently  met  the  Pro- 
vincial Treasurer,  and  strongly  protested  against  both  the 
principle  and  the  amount  of  the  tax.  The  Treasurer  replied 
that  Government  required  new  revenue  to  open  up  the 
country,  and  that  "they  thought  it  a  fair  proposition  that 
British  and  foreign  houses  should  contribute  something,  so 
long  as  they  are  admitted  to  compete  with  our  own  insti- 
tutions which  do  pay  taxes."  The  action  of  the  Quebec 
Government  meets  with  the  most  positive  opposition  in  busi- 
ness circles,  but  the  tax  is  upheld  by  a  late  decision  of  the 
Dominion  Government  not  to  interfere  with  the  British 
Columbia  statute  imposing  a  tax  of  $50  on  commercial 
travellers  entering  that  province  from  outside  places. 


726 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


Abortefacients. 

At  the  last  British  Medical  Association  Council-meeting 
it  was  resolved  to  send  out  a  circular  about  contract  practice 
that  the  questions  of  (1)  consultations  between  medical  wit- 
ness, (2)  drug  abuse,  (3)  the  unduly  repeated  dispensing  of 
prescriptions,  and  (4)  the  relation  of  the  profession  to  ambu- 
lance work,  be  included  in  it.  The  Council  also  discussed 
the  prevalence  of  lead-poisoning  (apparently  as  the  result  of 
using  diachylon  as  an  abortive),  and  the  resolution  on  the 
matter  included  the  following  : 

That  the  attention  of  the  Home  Office  be  drawn  to  the 
matter,  and  that  an  effort  be  made  to  ascertain  what  action, 
if  any,  can,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Home  Office,  be  taken  ; 
also  that  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  be 
drawn  to  the  fact  that  preparations  of  the  kind  in  question 
arc  being  sold  without  the  Government  stamp. 

That  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Coroners' 
Society  be  requested  to  appoint  representatives  to  confer 
with  the  sub-committee  on  the  subject. 

This  is  a  commendable  movement.  If,  as  we  suggest, 
diachylon  is  the  preparation  referred  to,  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  can  do  nothing,  as  this  is  an  entire  drug,  being  the 
definite  chenixcal  compound,  oleate  of  lead.  The  Offences 
to  the  Person  Act  is  the  weapon  which  might  be  effectively 
employed  to  stop  the  sale  of  such  articles. 
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information  Manteo. 

Inquiries  for  the  names  and  addresses  of  manufacturers,  or  other 
trade  information,  not  traceable  by  reference  to  the  advertise- 
ment-pages of  "The  Chemist  and  Druggist"  and  the  "C.  &  D. 
Diary,"  or  not  filed  in  our  private  register,  are  inserted  here 
free  of  charge.  Postcard  or  other  replies  to  any  of  the  sub- 
joined inquiries  (addressed  to  the  Editor  "The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,"  4z  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.),  will  be  esteemed. 

116/32.  Who  manufactures  dried  blood-serum? 

112/37.  Name  of  makers  of  "  Wasp  "  fly-papers. 

118/73.  Who  are  the  makers  of  the  Wanner  optical  pyro- 
meter ?  r  FJ 

112/2.  Who  are  the  makers  of  the  Twentieth  Century 
feeding-bottle  1  J 

112/56.  Who  are  the  makers  or  agents  for  Thalacker's 
fly-exterminator  ? 

112/49.  Who  are  the  makers  or  agents  for  Tamaria  a 
toilet-preparation  ? 

113/29.  Present  address  of  proprietors  of  King's  specific 
for  indigestion,  formerly  at  Croydon,  Surrey. 

A  Walthamstow  chemist  has  written  to  Messrs.  A.  &  M 
Zimmermann,  3  Lloyds'  Avenue,  E.C.  :  "Please  send 
advertising  matter  and  counter  bills  as  advertised  in 
C.  &•  D."  but  has  used  his  date-stamp  instead  of  his  address- 
stamp.  If  this  catches  his  eye  he  will  oblige  by  sending 
Messrs.  Zimmermann  hiy  name  and  address. 


eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Platts   of  S 

Wimbledon  Common.  '  5  °f  The  Chestlluts, 

o^Toberl"*  St  Ge0I^s'  Han°ver  Square, 

on  October  28,  Stanley,  only  son  of  Mr.  J.  L  Grossmith  of 
2 Newgate  Street,  E.G.,  and  The  Grange,  BicMey Kent  to 
Ethel  Meme,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr  A  T  Wood  and 
wSr"114^  °f      kte  Mr'  WilHam  Wo°<W  Mosfciose! 

ChmTr^f SfL-^  \right0n  Avenue  Presbyterian 
Uiurch,  Gateshead,  on  October  19,  by  the  Rev  William 

Keir,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Drysdale,  MAD  D the 

MerV-GHTnrM  Vrt'  M-A  '  t0  L"lie>  eidest  daughter  of 
Mr.  G.  I .  Marshall,  chemist,  Morpeth 

Sn^r™1^-^  Roly  Trinity  Church,  Southchurch 
druSis1!  Snnrf'  °Dt  °C\0b(S ,24'  Edgar  Smit*>>  chem4  and 
StlT  'j^S^X^S^'  daUghter  of 

SucKLiNG-SMOOTHY.-At  the  Congregational  Church 
^^t^^  ?3rE«-t  Frank,  son  of  Mr.' 


^..jiiuesi.  rranK,  son  ot  Mr. 
lm™yS0f So?6111151  ^  drUggist'  Lint°"' to  Gertrade 
Yates— Joey.— At  the  Parish  Church,  St.  Peter  Port 
Guernsey,  on  October  23,  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Clark  M  A 
John  Yates,  younger  son  of  the  late  Francis  Yates,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist,  and  Mrs.  Yates,  of  "  Aysgarth,"  SurK 
o  Emily  Amine,  eldest  daughter  of  E.  Vivyan  Jory  of 
Cader  Idris,"  Guernsey.  J 


BUtbg, 

Jones.— At  162  Windmill  Street,  Gravesend,  on  Octo- 
ber 25,  the  wife  of  Edgar  A.  Jones,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  a  son. 

Mavoe.— At  12  Brunswick  Place,  Hanley,  Staffs,  on 
October  3,  the  wife  of  J.  Mavor,  chemist  and  druggist 
(Boots,  Ltd.,  Hanley),  of  a  daughter. 

Ttjenbull.  At  Glenluce,  Tamboers  Kloof,  Cape  Town 
on  October  8,  the  wife  of  W.  Turnbull  (retail  manager  for 
Messrs  P.  J.  Petersen  &  Co.,  chemists  and  druggists, 
Adderley  Street),  of  a  daughter. 


fIDarnaoes. 


BoLGEE-MEEHAN.-On  October  18,  at  St.  Peter's  Church, 
Phibsborough,  Dublin,  by  the  Rev.  C.  Bolger  (brother  of 
the  bridegroom),  assisted  by  the  Right  Rev.  Mgr.  Murphy 
Very  Rev  Joseph  Geoghegan,  Very  Rev.  Dr.  Keare,  Very 
Rev.  J.  Doyle,  and  Rev.  C.  Coyne,  James  B.  Bolger, 


2>eatb0. 

Capes  —At  Southend-on-Sea,  on  October  29,  Mr.  Howard 
Hawkesley  Capes,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  fifty  Mr 
Capes  was  for  ten  years  assistant  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Holioway' 
late  ot  lorquay,  and  now  of  Southend-on-Sea  ' 

FLOEANCE.-At  83  The  Parade,  Hanwell,  W.,  on  Octo- 

n  Draper  Florance,  chemist  and  druggist, 
aged  fifty-seven.  So  ' 

,  ?1I^L.I,?.s-~At  Sunderland,  on  October  20,  Mr.  John  Whit- 
held  (jillies,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty. 

Haselae.— At  Cranbrook,  on  October  27,  Mrs  Haselar 
aged  eighty-one.  _  With  the  help  of  qualified  assistants  Mrs' 
Haselar  has  carried  on  The  Pharmacy,  Stone  Street,  Cran- 
brook since  the  death  of  her  husband  thirty-four  years  ago 
Mrs.  Haselar  was  one  of  the  oldest  residents  at  Cranbrook 
and  was  highly  respected. 

PRESTOJ>v-On  October  21,  Mr.  Alfred  Preston,  of  R. 
Freston  it  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Bury  (Lanes),  was 
found  drowned  in  a  river  at  Poulton-le-Fylde.  He  was 
forty  years  of  age. 

Robinson.— At  The  Cedars,  Moorlands  Road,  Dewsbury 
on  October  26,  Mr.  John  Ryley  Robinson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist aged  seventy-six.  Mr.  Robinson  was  in  business  at 
Westgate,  Dewsbury,  eleven  years  before  the  Pharmacy  Act 
passed,  and  had  continued  it  until  six  years  ago.  He  served 
his  apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr.  Thomas  Gloyne,  whose 
son  (Mr  Charles  G.  Gloyne)  still  carries  on  the  business  in 
the  Market  Place.  Mr.  Robinson  was  for  twenty-one  years 
a  member  of  the  Dewsbury  School  Board,  and  was  in  the 
Town  Council  continuously  from  1882  to  1895.  In  1889  he 
was  elected  Alderman.  On  three  occasions  he  had  been 
pressed  to  accept  the  Mayoralty,  but  declined.  He  had  a 
penchant  for  historic  research,  which  led  him  some  time 
ago  to  publish  a  history  of  early  Methodism  in  the  district. 
He  was  a  prolific  writer  of  religious  literature.  He  leaves 
four  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Walkee.— At  Forest  Hill,  S.E.,  on  October  20,  Mr.  Byatt 
Augustus  Walker,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  sixty-nine. 

White.— On  October  28,  suddenly,  Mr.  John  White,  im- 
porter of  Spanish  produce,  oils,  etc.,  30  Lime  Street.  E.C, 
aged  seventy. 
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Taubman.— On  October  27,  Mr.  Robert  Taubman,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Messrs.  T.  Morson  &  Son,  and  12  Eton 

Road,    South  Hampstead, 

 -  aged  sixty-five.   Mr.  Taub- 

/  n,,     man  was  born  at  Ballaugh, 

Isle  of  Man,  and  served  his 
apprenticeship  with  Mr. 
Bowman,  of  Douglas.  He 
joined  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Morson  as  an  assistant  in 
the  retail  department  about 
the  year  1858.  The  retail 
pharmacy  was  at  that  time 
carried  on  at  124  Southamp- 
ton Row,  W.C.  In  about 
two  years  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  management 
of  the  wholesale  business. 
This  department  did  not  at 
that  time  cover  the  wide 
area  it  does  now,  so  that  for 
some  years  Mr.  Taubman 
found  time  to  assist  in  the 
dispensing  department,  but 
soon  the  wholesale  business 
developed  to  such  an  extent  as  to  lead  to  the  abandonment 
of  the  retail  business  altogether.  Mr.  Taubman  was  ad- 
mitted into  partnership  in  1891,  the  term  of  fourteen  years 
being  practically  coterminous  with  his  death.  For  some 
time  Mr.  Taubman  has  been  in  indifferent  health,  and  on 
Sunday  night  submitted  to  an  operation  in  the  hope  of  relief, 
but  this  was  never  realised,  as  he  died  on  Monday  from 
pneumonia,  which  supervened.  Mr.  Taubman  passed  his 
examination  as  a  chemist  and  druggist  in  1873.  He  was  a 
familiar  figure  on  'Change,  and  geniality  was  one  of  his  most 
pronounced  characteristics.  Mr.  Taubman  was  an  en- 
thusiastic golfer,  and  practised  his  favourite  pastime  at  the 
Neasden  Golf  Links.  He  leaves  a  widow,  two  daughters, 
and  two  sons.  One  of  the  sons,  Mr.  F.  M.  Taubman,  besides 
being  a  chemist  and  druggist,  has  made  his  mark  as  a  sculp- 
tor. The  funeral  is  to  take  place  at  Highgate  on  Friday 
(November  3). 

Wrigley. — At  Leeds,  on  October  22,  Mr.  Arthur  Wrigley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-four. 


Bu6inc00  Chances. 

Properly  authenticated  business  notices  (not  being-  advertisements) 
are  inserted  in  this  section  free  of  charge  if  promptly  com- 
municated to  the  Editor. 


Messrs.  Tupholme  &  Co.,  chemists,  have  closed  their 
business  at  Battersea  Park  Road,  S.E. 

Mr.  I.  P.  Moffatt,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  opening  a 
pharmacy  at  Commercial  Street,  Camborne,  Cornwall. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Squire,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  has  taken 
over  the  business  at  198  Humberstone  Road,  Leicester. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Brimson,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
Mr.  Boutall's  business  at  25  Shipbourne  Road,  Tonbridge, 
Kent. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Louth,  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  T.  Lunn,  chemist, 
Grantham. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Wellburn,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bridge  Road, 
East  Molesey,  has  opened  a  branch  pharmacy  at  High  Street, 
Thames  Ditton. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Hasselby,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  St. 
Leonards-on-Sea,  has  purchased  Mr.  McKenzie's  business  at 
Queen's  Road,  Hastings. 

Mr.  Arthur  Whittaker,  late  of  the  Midland  Essence 
Co.,  has  commenced  business  at  30  Culcheth  Lane,  Newton 
Heath,  Manchester,  as  a  manufacturing  chemists'  agent, 
drysalter,  etc. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  Oxford  Street, 
W.C,  has  acquired  a  chemist's  business  in  Rathbone  Place, 
W.C.  The  interior  of  the  pharmacy  has  been  altered  and 
refitted  by  Messrs.  John  Sanger  &  Sons,  of  Winsley  Street, 
W. 


2Leoal  IReports. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Brown  v.  Leggett. 
The  hearing  of  this  appeal  by  the  Divisional  Court  of  King's 
Bench  was  on  Monday  delayed  until  next  week,  but  it  has 
since  transpired  that  the  appeal  may  not  be  heard  until 
January. 

The  Printing-account  Case. 
The  hearing  of  the  action  of  Allen  &  Hanburys,"  Ltd", 
against  Wood  &  Rozelaar  was  resumed  before  the  Official 
Referee  at  the  Royal  Courts  of  Justice,  Mr.  Pollock,  K.C., 
on  Monday.  Particulars  of  the  matter  (which  had  reference 
to  a  printing  account)  were  given  briefly  in  our  last  issue. 
After  the  evidence  of  plaintiffs'  witnesses,  and  before  that  of 
the  defendants',  was  called,  Mr.  Hugo  Young,  K.C.,  on 
behalf  of  the  plaintiffs,  stated  that  a  settlement  had  been 
arrived  at.  Plaintiffs  withdrew  all  charges  of  bribery  and 
over-charges  against  the  defendants,  and  agreed  that  defen- 
dants should  have  judgment  on  their  counter-claim  for  556Z. 

Imperial  Dry-milk  Co. 
Mr.  Justice  Kekewich  some  time  ago  granted  an  injunction 
restraining  the  directors  of  this  company  from  carrying  into 
effect  a  certain  contract  between  Messrs.  J.  Layton  &  Co.  for 
the  purchase  of  a  business  and  factory  in  New  Zealand  for 
17,000?.  The  ground  of  the  action  was  that  the  business  was 
not  worth  more  than  3,000?.,  and  was  being  palmed  off  on  the 
company,  who  appealed  against  the  decision.  On  Novem- 
ber 1  the  Court  of  Appeal  (Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams 
presiding)  allowed  the  appeal,  as  in  their  opinion  a  prima 
facie  case  had  been  made  out  at  present  that  the  bargain  was 
of  such  an  improvident  character  that  they  ought  to  say  that 
the  majority  of  shareholders  were  acting  in  their  own  per- 
sonal interest,  to  t'ae  neglect  of  the  interest  of  the  company. 

Koko  v.  Koko,  Ltd. 

In  the  Chancery  Division  on  October  27,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Buckley,  Mr.  Astbury,  K.C.,  said  that  in  this  action  he  had 
a  motion  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  defendants  from 
carrying  on  business  in  the  plaintiffs'  name,  or  from  passing 
off  their  goods  as  the  plaintiffs'.  The  defendant  company 
was  got  up  by  a  man  named  Cadman,  who  had  had  an  injunc- 
tion granted  against  him.  Cadman  claimed,  under  an  agree- 
ment made  with  the  plaintiffs'  predecessors  in  title,  that  he 
had  the  right  to  sell  Koko  in  certain  foreign  countries  other 
than  England  and  America.  That  agreement  had  passed 
long  ago  to  the  plaintiffs,  who  had  an  order  from  Mr.  Justice 
Phillimore  to  that  effect.  The  plaintiffs  said  that  Cadman 
and  his  company  had  no  interest  in  the  agreement,  and  the 
case  was  simply  one  of  passing  off.  At  the  end  of  his  evi- 
dence Cadman  said  that  he  had  paid  off  the  first  mortgagees. 
The  plaintiffs  were  told  that  was  not  so,  and  could  bring  the 
mortgagees  to  the  Court  to  say  so,  but  they  could  not  get  an 
order  without  proving  that.  In  the  result  his  lordship 
directed  the  motion  to  stand  over  for  a  week  in  order  that 
defendants  might  answer  the  plaintiffs'  evidence  and  that 
Mr.  Cadman  might  attend  for  cross-examination. 

Wilson  v.  Taylor's  Drug  Co.,  Ltd. 
Mr.  Justice  Warrington,  in  the  Chancery  Division  on 
November  2,  heard  this  action,  in  which  the  plaintiffs  sought 
damages  for  alleged  improper  removal  of  certain  fixtures. 
Mr.  Rowden,  K.C.,  for  plaintiffs,  said  they  were  trustees 
under  a  will,  and  were  first  mortgagees  of  the  freehold  of 
certain  premises  in  English  Street,  Carlisle.  It  was  from 
these  premises  that  the  defendants  removed  fixtures  which 
they  purchased  from  the  receiver  appointed  by  the  holders 
of  debentures  issued  by  the  County  Trading  Co.,  who  were 
joined  as  defendants,  though  they  had  entered  no  defence, 
and  did  not  appear.  There  was  a  question  of  law  whether 
the  articles  were  fixtures  passing  under  the  mortgage,  and 
an  issue  of  fact  whether  they  were  on  the  property  at  all. 
Defendants,  in  their  defence,  suggested  that  one  of  the 
plaintiffs  had  acquiesced  in  the  removal  of  the  fixtures ;  but 
counsel  contended  that  that  did  not  bind  the  other  plaintiff. 
The  hearing  was  adjourned. 
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Sale  of 'Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Cream  of  Tartar. 
At  Chippenham,  before  the  Mayor  and  ex-Mayor,  on  Octo- 
ber 30,  Oliver  Burnett,  grocer,  was  summoned  under  Sec- 
tion 6  of  the  1875  Act,  by  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  County  Council 
inspector,  for  selling  4  oz.  of  cream  of  tartar  which  contained 
1^  grain  of  lead  per  lb.  Defendant  pleaded  guilty,  and  pro- 
duced correspondence  and  invoice  from  the  wholesale  house 
he  bought  the  cream  of  tartar  from.  Mr.  Bevoir  appeared 
for  the  County  Council,  and  made  a  statement  regarding  the 
gravity  of  the  offence,  after  hearing  which  the  Mayor  said 
the  Magistrates  considered  this  a  serious  matter,  but  they 
did  not  wish  to  be  too  hard  on  defendant,  so  imposed  a  fine  of 
51.,  and  3/.  3s.  costs. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Disclosing  Formulas. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  October  27,  before  Judge 
Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  the  case  of  Wilkinson  v.  Bonvalee  et 
Cie.,  Ltd.,  was  mentioned.  The  plaintiff,  Mr.  C.  H.  Wilkin- 
son, perfume  agent,  Upper  Norwood,  had  brought  an  action 
against  the  defendant  company,  of  35  Bucklersbury,  E.C., 
claiming  a  declaration  that  a  first  mortgage  debenture  for 
175/. ,  issued  by  the  defendant  company  and  now  outstand- 
ing, constituted  a  first  charge  on  the  company's  undertaking, 
stock,  and  trade.  Mr.  A.  F.  Dickin  had  been  appointed 
intei-im  manager  and  receiver  of  the  company,  and  Mr. 
Atkins,  his  counsel,  now  asked  that  the  company  should  be 
ordered  to  give  up  to  the  receiver  certain  formulas  for 
making  soaps  and  perfumes.  Mr.  F.  E.  Cullingford,  the 
managing  director  of  the  company,  who  had  been  served 
with  the  Court's  documents,  refused  to  give  up  the  books. 
The  company's  business,  Mr.  Atkins  said,  is  to  manufacture 
soaps,  perfumes,  and  toilet  requisites,  and  the  contents  and 
ingredients  and  costs  of  the  goods  they  usually  sold  are  a 
very  important  part  of  it.  Mr.  Cullingford  would  not  hand 
them  over  to  the  receiver.  Mr.  Cullingford  said  that  the 
company  had  no  title  to  the  books.  The  purchase  considera- 
tion of  the  business  which  he  sold  to  the  company  had  never 
been  paid.  The  company  agreed  to  give  him  3,000/.  worth 
of  shares  for  his  business,  but  they  had  never  done  so.  As 
the  company  had  paid  nothing,  the  shares  not  having  been 
allotted,  they  had  no  locus  standi  and  no  right  to  the 
formulas  asked  for.  He  had  no  notice  of  the  receiver  being 
appointed.  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  did  not  think 
there  was  any  necessity  for  him  to  interfere  until  the  trial 
of  the  action,  which  would  take  place  on  November  21.  He 
refused  to  order  the  formulas  to  be  disclosed. 

Mincing  Lane  Arbitration  Conditions. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  October  27,  before  Judge 
Rentoul,  K.C.,  Messrs.  J.  L.  Lyon  &  Co.,  75  Mark  Lane, 
E.G.,  sued  Messrs.  Jenkin  &  Phillips,  produce-brokers, 
17  Mincing  Lane,  E.C.,  to  recover  11/.  17s.  Id.,  balance  of 
account  in  respect  of  bales  of  bark  and  egg-albunien 
supplied.  Mr.  Neilson,  for  the  defendants,  said  they 
practically  admitted  the  claim,  but  there  was  a  counter- 
claim for  certain  arbitration-fees.  The  point  in  dis- 
pute was  one  of  importance  to  all  Mincing  Lane 
firms  and  produce-merchants  generally  in  regard  to  the 
operation  of  the  Arbitration  Act.  In  June  the  defendants 
had  a  contract  with  the  plaintiffs  and  a  dispute  arose  under 
the  terms  of  it.  According  to  the  contract,  if  any  dispute 
arose  it  was  to  be  referred  to  arbitration.  The  defendants 
gave  the  plaintiffs  notice  to  appoint  an  arbitrator.  The 
plaintiffs  refused  to  do  so,  and  under  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract the_  President  of  the  Produce-brokers'  Association 
was  nominated  as  the  person  who  should  appoint  the 
arbitrator  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiffs.  The  President 
nominated  the  arbitrator  and  the  arbitration  was  held,  the 
result  being  that  the  contract  between  the  plaintiffs  and  de- 
fendants was  cancelled.  The  defendants  now  counterclaimed 
for  half  of  the  arbitration-fees  which  they  had  had  to  pay. 
Mr.  Ringwood,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said  the  defendants  could 
not  recover  any  of  the  arbitration- fees  because  there  was  no 
power  to  compel  the  plaintiffs  to  go  to  arbitration.  Mr. 
Neilson  said  the  contract  stipulated  "any  dispute  arising 
out  of  thiscontractto  be  settled  by  arbitration  in  the  usuaJ 
manner  "  and  "  sale  conditions."    That  meant  that  the  rules 


and  regulations  of  the  Produce-brokers'  Association  of 
London  were  to  apply.  Mr.  Ringwood  said  the  clause  in 
the  contract  saying  disputes  were  to  go  to  arbitration  was 
not  binding  if  either  of  the  parties  objected,  but  if  it  said 
any  sum  should  not  be  recoverable  under  the  contract  until 
someone  had  got  his  award  under  arbitration  that  was  con- 
clusive, and  that  would  oust  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Courts. 
The  defendants  could  not  enforce  the  arbitration.  It  had 
been  held  that  it  was  necessary  to  put  into  the  contract  a 
provision  that  the  arbitration  must  be  made  a  condition 
precedent  to  an  action  at  law  for  it  to  be  binding.  No 
market  in  London  would  be  safe  if  rules  such  as  the  de- 
fendants wanted  to  lay  down  were  to  be  admitted.  Judge 
Rentoul  said  the  leaning  of  the  Courts  had  always  been 
against  ousting  the  Courts'  own  jurisdiction.  But  apart 
from  that  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  parties  intended  to 
submit  to  arbitration,  and  therefore  he  thought  the  defend- 
ants were  justified  in  going  to  arbitration.  As  the  defend- 
ants had  tendered  the  amount  of  the  plaintiffs'  claim,  and  as 
the  defendants  were  justified  in  going  to  arbitration,  judg- 
ment would  be  given  for  the  defendants  on  the  claim  as  well 
as  on  the  counterclaim  for  half  the  fees  which  they  had  in- 
curred in  the  arbitration.  The  defendants  would  also  have 
the  costs  of  the  action. 

Advertising  Scented  Soap. 
In  the  Shoreditch  Countv  Court,  before  Judge  Smyly,  K.C., 
on  October  31,  Messrs.  Fultons,  Ltd.,  53a  City  Road,  E.C., 
advertising  contractors,  sued  Messrs.  Lockwood.  August  & 
Co.,  Ltd..  Milhvall  Soap  Works,  Millwall,  for  9/.  14s.  for 
work  clone.  Mr.  Wyld,  barrister,  appeared  on  behalf  of  the 
plaintiffs,  and  said  that  the  plaintiffs  entered  into  a  contract 
with  the  defendants  to  make  a  house-to-house  canvass  for  the 
sale  of  various  scented  soaps,  and  six  canvassers  were  put  on 
for  the  work.  The  contract  stated  that  they  were  to  have 
18/.  a  week  and  railway  fares.  The  work  had  been  carried 
on  for  thirteen  weeks,  the  arrangement  being  that  the  can- 
vassers called  at  the  houses,  sold  the  soap,  and  collected  the 
money,  which  was  forwarded  to  the  defendants.  In  reply 
to  His  Honour  defendants'  representative  said  the  dispute 
turns  on  a  matter  of  account.  The  business  runs  into  a  sum 
of  250?.,  and  defendants  wished  a  full  statement  of  account, 
but  had  not  got  it  yet.  His  Honour  could  not  see  why  the 
matter  ever  came  before  him  at  all,  and  in  adjourning  for 
two  weeks  said  :  "  I  hope  by  that  time  that  an  arrangement 
will  have  been  come  to,  and  I  recommend  that  while  the 
amount  of  the  account  is  being  settled  it  would  be  as  well  to 
settle  the  lawyers'  fees  to  prevent  further  costs  here." 

"  Health-salts  "  in  Decorated  Tins. 
At  the  Southwark  County  Court  on  October  30,  before 
Judge  Addison,  K.C.,  Messrs.  A.  Lloyd  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  tin- 
box  makers,  of  Mill  Street,  Dockhead,  sued  Messrs.  Monk- 
house  &  Glasscock,  manufacturers  of  custard  and  baking 
powders,  health-salts,  etc..  of  77  Weston  Street,  Bermond- 
sey,  to  recover  22/.  14s.  8c/.  for  tin  boxes  supplied  for  pack- 
ing health-salts.  The  defendants  paid  16/.  into  court  in 
full  settlement  of  the  plaintiffs'  claim,  and  counterclaimed 
for  61.  13s.  8d.  for  tin  boxes  not  according  to  contract,  and 
general  damages  for  being  supplied  with  tins  with  decorated 
inside  rims,  such  tins  being  a  danger  to  the  defendants'  trade 
and  calculated  to  contaminate  the  contents  of  the  tins. 
Counsel  for  the  defendants  said  that  a  manufacturer  of 
health-salts  would  never  dream  of  using  tins  that  allowed 
the  salts,  which  contained  tartaric  acid  and  bicarbonate 
of  soda,  to  come  into  contact  with  the  least  painted  surface. 
The  defendants  had  to  buy  their  chemicals  lead-free  and 
arsenic-free,  and  such  precautions  were  utterly  useless  if 
the  salts  were  allowed  to  come  into  contact  with  a  highly 
painted  surface  inside  the  tins  in  which  they  had  to  be  kept. 
Defendants'  contention  was  that  they  were  entitled  to  an 
absolutely  new  tin  quite  plain  inside,  and  not  one  made 
partly  out  of  old  or  scrap  material.  The  plaintiffs  knew 
what  the  tins  were  to  contain,  but  it  was  only  by  the  accident 
of  a  rim  breaking  away  that  the  defendants  discovered  the 
interior  painted  surface. 

In  cross-examination  plaintiffs'  representative  said  he 
could  not  say  why  surplus  decorated  tins  were  not  used  for- 
the  bottoms.  He  knew  that  tartaric  acid  and  carbonate  of 
soda  were  some  of  the  ingredients  of  the  salts,  but  in  his 
opinion  the  varnish  over  the  paint  prevented  those  acids 
attacking  the  paint  even  if  they  became  damp.    As  to  the 
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tins  not  being  airtight,  it  was  an  impossibility  to  get  an  air- 
tight tin  with  tin  on  tin. 

William  Thomas  Crocker,  a  traveller  in  the  service  of 
Messrs.  A.  G.  Scott  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  tin-box  makers,  said  the 
custom  of  the  trade  when  quoting  for  such  tins  as  health- 
salt  and  food  tins  was  to  give  a  price  for  absolutely  new  tins 
with  no  scrap  metal  in  them. 

Mr.  Richard  Bodmer,  public  analyst  for  the  Borough  of 
Bermondsey,  called  by  the  plaintiffs,  said  he  had  analysed  a 
tin  of  the  "  health-salts,"  and  found  the  principal  ingredients 
to  be  bicarbonate  of  soda,  tartaric  acid,  and  sulphate  of 
magnesia.  He  made  an  experiment  with  the  salts,  lasting 
from  Saturday  to  Monday,  applying  the  salts  both  dry  and 
moist  to  some  of  the  highly  painted  rims,  and  he  found  that 
the  paint  was  in  no  way  affected,  the  varnish  completely 
protecting  the  colours.  The  salts  were  so  arranged  that 
when  they  became  moistened  they  formed  a  faintly  alkaline 
substance,  which  could  not  affect  the  colour  on  the  tins.  It 
would  be  better,  he  admitted,  not  to  use  such  tins  for  such 
salts,  but  it  was  more  of  a  sentimental  question  than  a  real 
one.  People  thought  that  paint  was  a  deadly  poison,  and 
they  were  sure  to  be  poisoned  by  it. 

His  Honour,  who  took  a  strong  view  from  the  beginning, 
said  he  did  not  see  the  shadow  of  a  reflection  upon  the 
plaintiffs,  and  he  found  for  them  on  the  claim  and  counter- 
claim, with  costs. 

A  Floral  Disinfectant. 
A  curious  action  was  heard  at  Swansea  County  Court  on 
October  30,  in  which  a  man  named  George  Reginald  Robin- 
son, a  mechanic,  sought  to  recover  100/.  damages,  for  alleged 
malicious  prosecution,  from  Messrs.  H.  Orton  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool,  the  sellers  of  a  plant  called  "  the  Rose  of  Frecho," 
which  was  claimed  to  have  disinfectant  properties.  Plain- 
tiff was  formerly  employed  by  the  defendants  to  sell  this 
plant,  and  they  alleged  that  he  had  not  only  embezzled 
moneys  which  he  had  received  on  their  account — one  item 
being  6s.  for  a  dozen  plants  he  was  alleged  to  have  sold  to 
Mr.  Bye,  a  chemist,  of  Ammanford— but  that  he  had  also 
not  accounted  for  plants  which  he  had  received.  Plaintiff 
was  arrested  on  the  charge  of  embezzlement  and  kept  in 
custody  for  nearly  a  week,  but  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the 
charge,  expressing  the  opinion  that  the  question  at  issue  was 
merely  one  of  account.  Judge  Gwilym  Williams  did  not 
think  there  was  reasonable  cause  for  prosecuting  plaintiff, 
and  gave  judgment  in  his  favour  for  40/.  and  costs. 


Bankruptcies  anfc  failures. 


Be  Park,  Macfadyen  &  Co.,  24  Lime  Street,  E.C. ;  also  at 
New  York  and  Kingston,  Jamaica,  West  India  Merchants.— 
\n  application  was  made  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  on 
October  27,  for  an  order  of  discharge  on  behalf  of  J ames  John 
Macfadyen,  a  member  of  this  firm,  which  failed  m  May  1902. 
Particulars  of  the  failure,  as  reported  in  various  issues  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  were  given  by  Mr.  E.  S.  Grey,  who 
attended  as  the  Official  Receiver.  It  was  pointed  out,  on 
behalf  of  the  applicant,  that  for  some  years  past  ho  had  not 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  business.  There  was  no  opposition 
on  the  part  of  creditors,  and  the  learned  Registrar  granted  a 
discharge  subject  to  the  minimum  suspension  of  two  years. 
Order  entered  accordingly. 

Be  Albert  Ernest  Bradshaw  Macmanus,  8  Forest  View, 
Southampton,  Chemist's  Assistant.— It  appears  from  the 
report  of  the  Official  Receiver  on  this  case,  that  the  debtor  had 
for  some  years  been  engaged  as  a  chemist's  assistant,  but  in 
June  1900  he  took  9  The  Marina,  Southampton,  on  a  lease  of 
three  years  at  35/.  per  annum,  with  the  object  of  letting  apart- 
ments there.  He  did  not  have  any  capital,  and  acquired  the 
necessary  furniture  on  the  hire  system.  No  books  of  account 
were  kept,  and  the  business  was  discontinued  in  March  1903, 
as  it  was  unsuccessful.  The  first  meeting  of  creditors  was  held 
on  October  25,  at  the  Official  Receiver's  offices.  Midland 
Bank  Chambers,  High  Street,  Southampton,  when,  no  resolu- 
tions being  passed,  the  estate  was  left  with  the  Official  Re- 
ceiver for  summary  administration. 

Be  Tasker  Spencer  Keys,  487  High  Road,  Tottenham, 
Middlesex,  and  formerly  of  Southsea,  Hants. — This  debtor 
was  on  October  30,  at  the  Portsmouth  Court,  further  ques- 
tioned as  to  the  sale  of  the  business  and  premises  at  487  High 
Road,  Tottenham.  At  a  previous  examination  (see  C.  <£•  B., 
August  5,  p.  263)  he  said  he  was  an  unqualified  medical 
assistant,    and   having   told   of   several    failures   in  that 


capacity  and  as  an  hotel-keeper,  he  recounted  the  purchase  of 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Oliver  &  Co.,  at  487  High  Road,  Tot- 
tenham, and  the  formation  of  a  limited-liability  company. 
Having  been  questioned  on  matters  relating  to  his  attempts 
at  hotel-keeping,  he  was  pressed  to  inform  the  Court  as  to  the 
present  address  of  Mr.  William  Henry  Green,  who  bought 
his  shares  in  the  drug  company.  He  asserted  he  did  not  know 
it  beyond  that  it  was  "  Mr.  Green,  Brixton."  He  knew 
absolutely  nothing  at  all  about  the  man.  He  is  not  at  pre- 
sent a  director,  but  he  probably  will  be  when  he  is  quali- 
fied. Asked  if  there  was  not  some  salary  due  to  him  for  his 
sorv.ccs  as  director  of  the  company  on  the  date  of  the  re- 
ceiving order,  debtor  said  there  was  none,  as  salary  depended 
on  the  profits.  He  had  received  nothing ;  he  was  living  on 
what  people  would  give  him.  He  had  not  had  a  single 
farthing  from  the  place  since  the  day  he  took  possession.  It  is 
now  practically  300/.  in  debt.  He  is  going  to  have  a  place 
directly  opposite  with  another  chemist.  The  company  is 
practically  insolvent.  There  is  over  80/.  to  spend  on  the  repair 
of  the  premises,  there  is  six  months'  rent  to  pay,  and  there 
are  the  rates  and  taxes.  There  is  over  150/.  worth  of  goods  to 
be  paid  for.  The  class  of  business  was  no  good  as  a  chemist's 
shop ;  that  was  why  he  took  it.  But  it  would  have  been 
practically  a  little  gold-mine  to  him  if  ho  had  been  allowed  to 
work  it.   The  examination  was  closed. 

Be  Walter  Stanley  Scott,  55  Eleanor  Street,  South  Shields, 
late  63  Ormonde  Street,  Jarrow,  Durham,  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist.— From  the  Official  Receiver's  report  on  this  case  it 
appears  that  the  debtor  states  that  ho  originally  started  busi- 
ness in  1894  as  a  mineral-water  manufacturer  at  Cockermouth, 
459/.  2s.  9d.  being  still  owing  in  respect  of  the  balance  of  the 
purchase-money  of  this  business.  A  company  which  was  sub- 
sequently formed  to  take  over  the  business  went  into  liquida- 
tion in  1903,  and  debtor  has  now  no  valuable  interest.  On 
February  28,  1904,  it  appears  that  debtor  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  a  chemist  at  63  Ormonde  Street,  Jarrow,  together  with 
the  freehold  premises,  the  latter  being  subsequently  sold  at  a 
profit  of  289/.  10s.  He  appears  to  have  had  no  capital  of  his 
own,  but  borrowed  150/.,  which  is  still  owing.  He  has  kept  a 
cash-book,  debtors'  and  creditors'  ledgers,  and  journal  in  the 
Jarrow  business.  A  meeting  of  the  debtor's  creditors  was  held 
on  June  30,  1905,  when  a  proposal  for  a  composition  of  5s.  in 
the  pound  was  made,  but  no  resolution  seems  to  have  been 
passed.  A  deed  of  assignment  had  previously,  on  June  15, 
been  executed  to  a  trustee,  who  appears  to  have  realised  the 
bulk  of  the  estate.  A  sum  of  116/.  2s.  has  been  paid  over  to 
the  Official  Receiver  by  the  trustee  under  the  deed.  Of  the 
unsecured  indebtedness  204/.  16s.  9d.  is  for  money  advanced  by 
the  debtor's  wife.  The  claim  will,  apparently,  be  postponed 
until  the  other  creditors  have  been  paid  in  full.  Of  the 
balance,  307/.  17s.  3d.  is  returned  as  owing  in  respect  of  the 
purchase  of  the  Jarrow  business.  The  remainder  is  chiefly 
for  trade  debts.  The  debtor  states  that  he  has  never  had  any 
household  furniture,  and  that  he  is  residing  with  his  wife  at 
Cockermouth,  to  whom  the  furniture  is  said  to  belong.  The 
sum  of  49/.  9s.  Id.,  "  money  in  court,"  is  the  amount  paid  by 
the  debtor  into  court,  as  a  condition  of  his  obtaining  leave  to 
defend  an  action  for  about  70/.  brought  against  him.  On  the 
present  information,  however,  the  Official  Receiver  states  that 
this  must  be  regarded  as  a  doubtful  asset.  The  statement  of 
affairs  filed  discloses  liabilities  1,117/.  10s.  Id.,  and  assets  esti- 
mated to  produce  168/.  3s.  10d.,  or  a  deficiency  of  1,000/.  6s.  id. 


Zxwst  SDecbs. 


Dividends  under  the  trust  deed  granted  by  William  Cowie, 
170  Main  Street,  Mary  hill,  chemist  and  druggist,  are  payable 
at  Messrs.  John  Wilson  &  Stirling's,  154  St.  Vincent  Street, 
Glasgow,  on  and  after  October  30. 

A  circular  has  been  issued  by  Messrs.  Fraser  &  Ferguson, 
C.A.,  232  West  George  Street,  Glasgow,  to  the  effect  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Fotheringham  Armstrong,  chemist  and  druggist, 
476  Cathcart  Road,  Glasgow,  has  granted  a  trust  deed  for 
behoof  of  his  creditors  in  favour  of  Mr.  Fraser  of  the  firm 
aforementioned.  A  statement  of  affairs  reveals  liabilities 
amounting  to  1,157/.  15s.  3d.  and  estimated  assets  469/.  10s.  6c7., 
showing  an  apparent  dividend  of  8s.  Id.  in  the  pound  subject  to 
costs  of  realisation.  The  principal  creditors  are  of  opinion 
that  the  present  time  is  not  suitable  to  dispose  of  the  business 
as  a  going  concern,  and  that  more  advantageous  terms  may 
be  obtained  by  carrying  on  the  business  for  a  few  months. 
Mr.  Armstrong  purchased  the  business  about  eighteen  months 
ago,  paying  225/.  for  goodwill,  but  in  the  meantime  no  value 
has  been  placed  upon  that  asset.  Mr.  Armstrong  is  Unable  to 
make  an  offer  of  composition. 
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Partnerships  Dissolved. 
Xyjon- Tones,    T.    A.,   and  Whitelaw,    £".,  Wrexham, 
surgeons. 

Jaige,  H.  C,  and  Hodg-es,  H.  T.  (commonly  called 
H.  St.  B.  West),  under  the  style  of  Constantine  &  Jackson, 
Chancery  Lane  and  Red  Lion  Street,  W.C.,  chemists. 

Maclxy,  jr.,  and  Spencer,  G.  H.,  Wallsend-on-Tyne 
medical  practitioners. 

Mason,  J.,  and  Brown,  J.,  under  the  style  of  Mason  & 
Brown,  Consett,  botanic-beer  brewers. 

Keeve,  H.,  and  Pearson,  G.  K.,  Leytonstone  and  Leyton, 
Essex,  medical  practitioners. 

The! Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  Ordfr. 
Jagie'.ski,    Victir    Apolllnaris,  Dorset  Square,  N.W., 
doctor  of  medicine. 

Adjudications. 

Galbraith,  Thomas,  Petherton  Road,  Canonbury,  N. ,  physi- 
cian and  surgeon. 

Scott,  Walter  Stanley,  South  Shields,  late  Jarrow,  Durham, 
chemist  and  druggist. 


Notice  to  Creditors. 
Apothecaries'  Hall,  148  Gallowgate  Glasgow.     Claims  to 
McKellar  &  Co.,  96  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow,  accountants, 
by  November  10. 


Mew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Humanised  Condensed  Milk  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  1,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  certain  patents  and  processes 
for  the  manufacture  of  humanised  condensed  milk,  to  act  as 
distributing  agents  for  and  manufacturers  of  a  preparation 
known  as  Humanised  Condensed  Milk  (Moor's  system),  etc. 
The  first  subscribers  are  an  accountant  and  six  clerks. 

Williams  &  Co.  (Chemists,  Swindon),  Ltd.— Capital  1,000/., 
in  11.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire,  as  from  July  31,  1905,  the 
business  of  a  chemist,  druggist,  and  dentist,  carried  on  at 
44  Bridge  Street,  Swindon,  Wilts,  by  Richard  Waldegrave, 
trading  as  "  Williams  &  Co.,"  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the 
said  vendor,  and  to  carry  on  the  said  business  and  that  of  dry- 
salters,  oil  and  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers  of 
and  dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  indus- 
trial, and  other  preparations  and  articles,  etc.  The  first  sub- 
scribers are:  H.  W.  Brettell,  75  New  Street,  Birmingham, 
C.A.  ;  F.  S.  Bowen,  174  Corporation  Street,  Birmingham, 
solicitor;  E.  S.  Wilson,  The  Cedars,  Exhall,  near  Coventry, 
solicitor  ;  T.  J.  Chinn,  Abbey  Street,  Nuneaton,  auctioneer ; 
E.  H.  Sherrey,  75  New  Street,  Birmingham,  clerk ;  S.  Jones, 
75  New  Street,  Birmingham,  clerk;  and  R.  G.  Waldegrave, 
180  Victoria  Road,  Swindon,  Wilts,  druggist.  No  initial 
public  issue.    Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Darch  Syndicate,  Ltd.— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects :  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  A.  Darch  for  tho  acqui- 
sition of  certain  recipes  and  prescriptions  referred  to  therein, 
and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists,  drysalters, 
oil  and  colour  men,  importers  and  manufacturers  of  and 
dealers  in  pharmaceutical,  medicinal,  chemical,  industrial, 
and  other  preparations,  etc.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  A.  J. 
Markwell,  78  Napier  Road,  Leytonstone,  accountant ;  E.  A. 
Simmons,  Park  Gate  Road,  Wallington,  clerk ;  A.  J.  Proud- 
foot,  148  Higham  Hill  Road,  Walthamstow,  clerk ;  W.  C. 
Jackson,  4_  Merrick  Square,  Trinity  Street,  S.E.,  clerk; 
H.  H.  Lavington,  7  and  8  Ironmonger  Lane,  E.C.,  solicitor; 
J.  D.  Jordan,  7  and  8  Ironmonger  Lane,  E.C.,  solicitor;  and 
J.  W.  Dormann,  84  Sherbrooke  Road,  Fulham,  S.W.,  clerk. 
No  initial  public  issue.  The  number  of  directors  is  not  to  be 
less  than  two  nor  more  than  six.  The  subscribers  are  to 
appoint  the  first.    Registered  office,  Dashwood  House,  E.C. 

Navine  Manufacturing  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  100,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  from  W.  Oppenheimer, 
179  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C,  British  Patents  No.  12,696  of 
1903,  and  4,271  of  1904,  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing chemists,  druggists,  manufacturers,  exporters  and  im- 
porters of  and  dealers  in  oils,  spirits,  and  tars  and  any  com- 
pounds or  products  thereof,  manufacturers  of  pigments, 
varnishes,  drugs,  dyewares,  and  chemical,  industrial,  or  other 
preparations  and  articles,  dyers,  cleaners,  and  bleachers, 
ianuers,  workers,  and  treaters  of  mineral  oils,  etc.  Mini- 
mum cash  subscription,  18,228  shares.  The  first  directors 
are:  F.  A.  Field,  Lower  Marsh,  Lambeth;  W.  S.  Smith, 
6  Hanover  Street,  Glasgow;  C.  Jeppe,  St.  Ermin's  Hotel, 
S.W.;  C.  G.  Johnson,  120  St.  James's  Court,  Buckingham 


Gate,  S.W. ;  J.  S.  Critchley,  Woodbury,  Shortlands,  Kent ; 
and  W.  Oppenheimer,  Ewell  Castle,  Ewell,  Surrey.  Qualifica- 
tion, 250/.  Remuneration,  150/.  each  per  annum  (50/.  extra  for 
the  chairman),  and  10  per  cent,  of  the  net  profits,  divisible,  in 
any  year  when  such  profits  amount  to  20  per  cent,  on  tho 
issued  capital. 

Automatic  Powder-folding  Co.,  Ltd.— Capital  35,000/.,  in 
1/.  shares  (10,000  7-per-cent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects  : 
To  acquire,  exploit,  develop,  work,  and  grant  licences  (under 
the  British  and  Canadian  patents)  in  respect  of  an  invention 
patented  'by  M.  Lary,  of  Syracuse,  New  York,  known  as  the 
"Automatic  Powder  Filling  and  Folding  Machine,"  and  to 
carry  on  any  business  incidental  or  auxiliary  thereto.  The 
first  subscribers  are  :  S.  Cole,  9-10  Pancras  Lane,  E.C. ;  C.  T. 
Cadman,  47  Montpelier  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  chemist ; 
E.  C.  Jones,  Bolton  Gardens,  Teddington,  accountant ;  W. 
Wyeth,  47  Montpelier  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  chemist;  H. 
Hodges,  25  Tranquil  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E.,  perfumer;  H. 
Hewitt,  19  Avignon  Road,  Brockley,  S.E.,  estate  agent;  and 
D.  Pennan,  99  Queen's  Road,  New  Cross,  S.E.,  merchant. 
Minimum  cash  subscription,  1,000  preference  shares.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Eppers  is  vendor  to  and  promoter  of  the  company,  and 
is  to  receive  2,000/.  in  cash  and  25,000/.  in  ordinary  shares  as 
purchase  consideration.  The  first  directors  are  A.  E.  Carey, 
M.I.C.E.,  F.C.S.,  3  Victoria  Street,  S.W.  ;  J.  D.  Marshall, 
chemist,  55  Wigmoro  Street,  W. ;  and  C.  C.  Eppers  (managing 
director),  72  Tranquil  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E.  Qualification, 
50/.  preference  shares.  Remuneration,  300/.  per  annum, 
divisible.  Secretary  and  registered  office,  E.  C.  Jones, 
72  Tranquil  Vale,  Blackheath,  S.E. 


A.  &  F.  Pears,  Ltd. — The  market  price  for  the  ordinary  1/. 
shares  in  this  company  is  Is.  12s.  tel.,  so  that  they  are  selling  at 
62  per  cent,  premium,  and  not  12£  per  cent.,  as  stated  in  our 
report  last  week. 

The  Vim-ore  Co.,  Ltd.,  is  being  voluntarily  wound  up.  It 
will  be  succeeded  by  the  Theo.  Noel  Co.,  Ltd.,  the  change  of 
title  being  adopted  to  bring  the  English  company  into  line 
with  the  American  company  founded  by  Professor  Theo.  Noel. 

Bandong  Quinine  Co. — Supplementary  to  our  paragraph  on 
p.  706  of  our  last  issue,  wc  now  learn  that  the  sixth  and  seventh 
series  of  shares  in  tho  Bandong  Quinine-factory  are  being 
issued.  Each  series  is  50,000fl.,  divided  into  200  bearer 
shares  of  250fl.  each.  The  allotment  of  the  shares  will  be  pre- 
ferentially made  to  holders  of  the  five  series  previously  issued, 
and  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  held  from  the  first  series 
onwards.  The  subscription  will  open  on  November  1  and 
close  on  November  21. 

Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Ltd. — The  Financial  and  Commer- 
cial Supplement  to  the  "  Times"  this  week  contains  a  some- 
what ill-tempered  criticism  of  the  proposal  of  the  directors  of 
this  company  to  increase  the  ordinary  share  capital  of  the 
company  from  1,140,739/.  to  1,962,872/.  by  the  method  ex- 
plained in  our  last  issue.  This  will  make  the  total  paid-up 
share  capital  of  the  company  2,789,652/.  Our  contemporary 
states  that  since  last  May,  when  Sir  John  Brunner  stated  that 
he  did  not  care  to  represent  people  who  had  paid  6/.  each  for 
the  company's  1/.  shares,  the  total  market  valuation  of  the 
fully-paid  ordinary  shares  has  increased  from  4,860,000/.  to 
about  5,969,000/.,  while  the  market  valuation  of  the  partly-paid 
shares  has  increased  from  2,071,000/.  to  4,308,000/. ,  It  is 
apparently  the  disturbance  of  speculative  business  in  these 
shares  which  has  instigated  the  criticism. 

Thackeh  &  Hoffe,  Ltd.,  Dublin  (in  liquidation). — The 
claims  of  the  preferential  creditors  amount  to  133/.  19s.  5d., 
the  unsecured  liabilities  to  29,025/.  6s.  Id.,  and  the  estimated 
net  assets  6,035/.  13s.  Id.  The  liquidator  (Mr.  James  A. 
Kinnear,  Westmoi-eland  Street,  Dublin)  has,  under  date  Octo- 
ber 27,  issued  a  circular  to  the  creditors,  in  which  he  states: 
"  Many  of  the  creditors  were  under  the  impression  that  tho 
creditors'  accounts  were  guaranteed  by  the  late  Sir  Henry 
Cochrane,  Bart.,  he  being  chairman  and  the  largest  share- 
holder in  the  company.  There  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  no 
foundation  for  such  an  impression.  I,  however,  submitted 
the  point  to  his  executors,  and  also  to  the  residuary  legatees 
of  his  estate — Sir  Ernest  E.  Cochrane,  Bart.,  and  Mr.  Stanley 
H.  Cochrane.  After  fully  considering  Sir  Henry  Cochrano's 
long  connection  with  the  firm,  that  his  executors  are  by  far  tho 
largest  creditors,  and  also  that  his  estate  has  proved  a  very 
ample  one  (being  sworn  for  probate  at  about  550,000/.),  Sir 
Ernest  and  Mr.  S.  H.  Cochrane  have  come  forward  in  a  very 
generous  manner,  and  have  authorised  the  executors  of  their 
late  father  to  offer,  without  prejudice,  to  purchase,  at  a  dis- 
count of  25  per  cent.,  the  net  amount  due  to  every  creditor  on 
August  23,  1905,  being  the  date  on  which  the  company  went 
into  liquidation,  the  amount  to  be  payable  in  cash  within  one 
month.  This  offer  will  be  duly  open  for  fourteen  days  from 
this  date.  Assignments  will  be  taken  of  tho  debt,  so  as  to 
prevent  any  creditor  who  may  not  avail  himself  of  the  offer 
from  obtaining  any  advantage.  ...  I  may  mention  that  there 
are  about  400  creditors." 


November  4,  1905 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


731 


Winter  Session  of  Chemists'  Xocal  associations. 


The  Business  Done. 

Nine  meetings  are  reported.  The  election  of  officers  took  j 
place  at  five  of  them,  the  Presidents  being  :  Mr.  G.  B.  Walker 
(Poor-law  Dispensers'),  Mr.  E.  Nash  (Barnsley),  Mr.  R.  H. 
Bell  (Sunderland),  Mr.  F.  Maitland  (Plymouth),  and  Mr.  J.  P. 
Gilmour  (Glasgow).  Plymouth  is  to  give  10/.  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Parliamentary  Fund.  Assistants  at  Dublin  discussed 
drug-warranties.  Liverpool  and  the  C.A. A.  furnish  the  first 
communications  apart  from  "  trade  interests."  At  the  former 
Mr.  Cowley  spoke  pleasantly  about  the  U.S.P.,  and  at  the 
latter  Mr.  Howie  gave  the  meeting  a  surprise  with  his  lecture 
on  our  national  drug-habits. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 

The  meeting  at  the  Eoyal  Hotel,  Bradford,  on  October  31 
was  devoted  to  a  lantern-lecture  by  Mr.  William  Wyatt, 
F.L.S.  (Messrs.  James  Woolley,  Sons  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  on 
"Rambles  in  the  Land  of  Robin  Hood."  The  President 
(Mr.  R.  H.  Marshall)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a 
good  attendance.  Mr.  Wyatt  showed  over  fifty  very  inter- 
esting slides  taken  in  the  districts  of  Worksop,  Clumber, 
Thoresby,  Newstead,  Hard  wick,  Welbeck,  and  Steetley, 
and,  in  pleasantly  discursive  fashion,  chatted  about  the 
scenery,  architecture,  and  historical  and  literary  associa- 
tions of  these  localities. 


Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  Surrey 
House,  Thames  Embankment,  W.C.,  on  October  26.  There 
was  a  good  attendance  of  members  from  the  principal 
metropolitan  districts. 

Election  of  Officers. — After  routine  business  had  been 
disposed  of,  the  following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
ensuing  year  :  President,  Mr.  G.  B.  Walker ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mr.  M.  G.  Smith  and  Mr.  F.  E.  Trayner ;  Hon. 
Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  Howell ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  H.  D. 
George.  The  whole  of  the  committee  were  re-elected.  A 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Mr.  Montagu  Smith  on  his 
retiring  from  the  chair.  The  President,  in  an  interesting 
address,  pointed  out  that  it  was  to  the  interests  of  all  dis- 
pensers under  the  Local  Government  Board  to  join  the 
Association. 


Barnsley  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  above  Association  was  held  on 
October  26  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Barnsley,  the  President, 
Mr.  J.  E.  Matthew,  in  the  chair. 

The  Annual  Report  showed  that  the  Association  had 
been  active  during  the  year  in  fighting  half-hearted  protec- 
tionists, who  by  means  of  "  private  protection  "  of  minimum 
prices  of  proprietary  goods  have  proved  their  inability  to 
maintain  the  same.  Bovril,  Ltd.,  tried  to  stop  supplies, 
but  eventually  were  compelled  to  give  a  free  hand  to  the 
wholesale  houses  in  the  matter,  supplies  having  been 
obtained  by  Barnsley  chemists  without  any  difficulty.  The 
treasurer's  report  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of  4/.  15.s.  3rf. 

The  Election  of  Officers  resulted  as  follows  : — Presi- 
dent, Mr.  E.  Nash;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  Norwood  and 
Bellamy ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  E.  Nash ;  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  W.  Rigby;  members  of  Council,  Messrs.  Matthew,  Bil- 
lington,  Wright,  and  Jones,  sen. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Carter,  Swinton,  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Association.  Messrs.  Rigby  and  Norwood  were  recom- 
mended as  divisional  secretaries  for  Barnsley  and  Hallam- 
shire  respectively. 


Sunderland  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  Grand  Hotel,  Bridge 
Street,  on  Tuesday,  October  24,  Mr.  R.  H.  Bell  presiding. 
There  were  also  present  Alderman  Harrison,  Messrs.  C.  I 


Ranken,  Kerrison,  Thos.  Walton,  W.  W.  Leadbitter,  Robt. 
Robinson,  R.  C.  Thursby,  G.  P.  F airman,  J.  G.  Harrison, 
Edward  Harrison,  E.  R.  Cherrett,  Jno.  Mitchinson,  Ander- 
son, and  A.  W.  Golightly  (Secretary). 

Election  of  Officers. — Mr.  Bell  was  re-elected  President, 
Mr.  Walton  Vice-President,  Mr.  Mitchinson  Treasurer,  and 
Mr.  Golightly  Secretary.  The  auditors,  Messrs.  Robinson 
and  Edward  Harrison,  were  re-elected  after  a  ballot.  The 
following  were  elected  to  the  Committee  :  Messrs.  Fairman, 
Ranken,  Cherrett,  J.  G.  Harrison,  Anderson,  Alderman 
Harrison,  C.  Hodgson. 

Reports. — The  Treasurer  put  in  a  balance-sheet  showing 
a  credit  balance,  which  was  declared  satisfactory. 

Progress. — The  President,  in  returning  thanks  upon  re- 
election, remarked  upon  the  general  enthusiasm  and  interest 
shown  by  the  members  toward  any  project  for  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  Association.  The  membership  is  at  present 
larger  than  it  has  been  for  a  considerable  period,  and  practi- 
cally every  chemist  in  Sunderland  is  a  member.  There  had 
been  eight  meetings  during  the  past  year — four  quarterlies, 
three  specials,  and  the  annual  meeting.  The  attend- 
ance at  each  had  been  excellent.  The  social  features  had 
also  been  well  supported.  The  annual  dinner,  annual  picnic 
with  the  Newcastle  chemists  to  Plessy,  and  a  tripe  supper 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  had  all  been  pronounced  suc- 
cesses. Mr.  Bell  again  asked  for  that  support  which  had 
been  accorded  to  the  Association  in  the  past,  pointing  out 
that  many  of  the  altered  and  bettered  conditions  of  phar- 
macy had  had  their  origin  in  local  associations. 

The  Annual  Dinner  was  fixed  for  Wednesday,  Novem- 
ber 29,  and  Messrs.  Robinson,  Fairman,  and  J.  G.  Harrison 
were  appointed  stewards. 

Various  trade  matters  and  correspondence,  put  forward  by 
the  Secretary  and  others,  brought  to  a  close  a  very  success- 
ful meeting. 


Plymouth,  Devonport  and  Stonehouse 
Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  7  Whimple  Street,  Ply- 
mouth, on  October  27,  the  President  (Mr.  F.  A.  Goodwin)  in 
the  chair.  Among  those  present  were  :  Messrs.  C.  J.  Park, 
R.  F.  Roper,  C.  T.  Weary,  J.  Barge,  Condy  U'Ren,  P.  A. 
Kelly,  S.  A.  Perkins,  H.  D.  Davey,  J.  A.  Lamble,  F.  A. 
Spear,  H.  M.  Morgan,  H.  N.  Hearder,  H.  A.  Roper,  E.  0. 
Jones,  and  F.  Maitland  (hon.  secretary). 

Annual  Report. — The  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  Maitland),  in 
presenting  the  annual  report,  reviewed  the  events  of  the 
year.  The  report  also  stated  that  the  direct  representation 
of  pharmacy  in  Parliament  was  carefully  considered,  and  it 
was  resolved  to  support  the  creation  of  a  Parliamentary  fund 
for  this  purpose.  It  was  decided  that  steps  should  be  taken 
to  discontinue  the  practice  of  breaking  bulk  of  stamped 
medicines.    The  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Financial  Statement. — Mr.  Spear  submitted  the  finan- 
cial statement,  which  showed  a  balance  of  21.  6?.  5cl.  It 
was  decided  to  pay  off  another  furnishing  bond. 

Election  of  Officers. — This  resulted  as  follows  : — 
President,  Mr.  F.  Maitland ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs. 
J.  Barge,  J.  A.  Lamble,  N.  F.  Lakeman ;  Committee, 
Messrs.  R.  F.  Roper,  C.  J.  Park,  Condy  U'Ren,  H.  M. 
Morgan,  H.  N.  Hearder,  C.  T.  Weary,  H.  D.  Davey, 
W.  Austen,  J.  Cocks,  A.  Downing ;  Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr. 
S.  A.  Perkins ;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  A.  Spear ;  Auditors, 
Messrs.  W.  H.  Woods  and  F.  W.  Broom;  ex  officio  as  past 
presidents,  Messrs.  F.  A.  Goodwin,  J.  Barge,  and  J.  D. 
Turney. 

Direct  Representation  in  Parliament  was  further  dis- 
cussed, and  a  resolution  passed  approving  of  the  principles 
of  Parliamentary  representation,  and  voting  a  guarantee 
sum  of  101.  for  such  purpose.  It  was  recommended  that  the 
fund  be  administered  by  a  committee  of  trustees,  a  definite 
proportion  of  whom  should  be  nominated  by  retail  chemists. 

The  retiring  President,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary  were 
thanked  for  their  services. 
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Irish  Chemists'  Assistants'  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

At  Dublin  on  October  27,  the  usual  weekly  meeting  of  this 
Association  was  held  at  the  Nelson  Cafe,  33  Lower  Sackville 
Street,  the  President,  Mr.  Edgar  B.  Aplin,  in  the  chair. 

Drug-warranties. — A  discussion  on  this  was  opened  by 
the  President,  and  lasted  up  to  a  late  hour,  when  the  subject 
was  reserved  for  future  handling.  Mr.  Aplin  said  that  he 
objected  strongly  to  the  wholesaler  invoicing  goods  in  the 
superlative  when  the  goods  are  not  even  in  the  positive, 
much  less  the  comparative  degree  of  purity.  There  is,  he 
noticed,  a  decided  shyness  on  the  part  of  some  manufac- 
turers to  come  into  the  open  with  certificates  guaranteeing 
the  exact  worth  of  drugs  sold  in  bulk.  It  is  all  very  well 
to  state  in  general  terms  that  such  an  article  is  "  the  best," 
and  to  plead  privilege  when  cornered  later  on  by  the  retailer 
smarting,  perhaps,  under  the  legal  lash  or  fresh  from  the 
strictures  of  an  unsparing  analyst.  What  is  wanted  in  retail 
circles  in  Dublin  and  throughout  Ireland  is  a  legal  certificate 
that  the  article  purchased  from  the  wholesale  house  is  what 
it  purports  to  be,  thereby  freeing  the  retailer  from  personal 
molestation  in  the  event  of  any  trouble  arising.  It  might 
be  urged  that  every  pharmacist  has  the  opportunity  of  apply- 
ing an  independent  test  to  the  drugs  purchased  by  him  in 
bulk,  and  that  to  attempt  to  lean  for  protection  on  the  whole- 
sale supplier  is  derogatory  to  the  chemist.  That  is  pure 
sophistry  and  special  pleading  of  the  worst  possible  descrip- 
tion. All  retailers  are  not  pharmacists,  and  to  expect  a 
country  drug-seller,  who  in  many  cases  combines  the  sale  of 
medicines  and  margarine,  poisons  and  plums,  to  analyse  his 
supplies  is  asking  too  much  even  in  the  present  age  of 
advanced  education.  Mr.  Creed,  continuing  the  discussion, 
said  he  could  not  see  why  it  is  that  sentiment  enters  so 
largely  into  the  chemist's  everyday  life.  Sentiment  never 
yet  made  the  pot  boil,  and  that  grateful  and  comforting 
word  "  status  "  has  kept  many  a  shilling  out  of  the  chemist's 
till  and  diverted  it  into  the  grocer's  shop.  Messrs.  Jameson, 
Diack,  and  Quaid  also  spoke,  and  the  debate  will  be  resumed 
on  Friday  evening,  when  a  paper  on  "  The  Injustice  to  the 
Retail  Trade  by  the  Retail  Sale  of  Drugs  to  the  General 
Public  by  Wholesale  Houses  at  Wholesale  Prices  "  is  to  be 
read  by  Mr.  Creed. 


Glasgow  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  in  the  rooms.  94  West  Regent 
Street,  Glasgow,  on  Thursday  evening,  October  26.  Mr. 
W.  L.  Currie,  the  President,  was  in  the  chair. 

Annual  Reports. — Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour,  Hon.  Secretary, 
submitted  the  report  of  the  Council.  It  stated  that  there 
are  128  members  on  the  roll,  of  whom  eighty-eight  had  paid 
their  subscriptions.  With  two  exceptions,  the  attendances 
at  the  monthly  meetings  were  meagre.  The  voting  in  the 
plebiscite  of  the  trade  regarding  shorter  hours  gave  an 
overwhelming  majority  in  favour  of  shorter  hours,  but 
further  action  was  deferred  until  the  publication  of  the 
closing  order  now  being  prepared  by  the  Corporation  of 
Glasgow.  The  report  further  stated  that,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Chemists'  Trade  Association,  the  Council  made 
representations  to  the  Lord  Provost  that  it  is  in  the  public 
interest  that  more  chemists  should  be  appointed  justices  of 
the  peace.  At  present  there  is  only  one,  Mr.  Galbraith,  on 
the  South  side. 

Mr.  R.  Tocher,  Treasurer,  submitted  his  financial  state- 
ment, which  showed  that  the  expenditure  exceeded  the 
income.  Six  years  ago  they  had  60?.  in  the  bank.  The 
income  last  year  was  10/.  5s..  and  the  expenditure  15/.  3s. 
The  balance  in  bank  is  now  21/.  8s.  6c/. 

President's  Address. 
Mr.  Currie,  in  moving  approval  of  the  reports,  said  it  was 
very  unfortunate  that  the  chemists  of  Glasgow  did  not  see 
it  to  be  their  duty  to  turn  out  in  larger  numbers  at  the 
meetings  and  support  the  business  of  the  Association. 
The  Council  had  done  their  level  best  in  endeavouring  to 
provide  intellectual  food,  but  the  members  did  not  take 
full  advantage  of  it.  He  admitted  that  of  the  difficulties 
under  which,  as  a  trade,  they  laboured  the  principal  was 
that  of  long  hours,  upon  which  he  commented.  He  thought 
a  powerful  appeal  should  be  made  to  the  trade.  It  might 
not  be  possible  to  arrange  a  fixed  closing  hour  for  chemists 


for  the  city  as  a  whole,  but  districts  could  be  marked  out 
for  which  certain  fixed  closing  hours  could  be  drawn  up  and 
observed.  Mr.  Currie  next  referred  to  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson's 
visit  to  Glasgow,  and  remarked  that  he  was  perfectly  safe 
in  saying  that  a  Pharmacy  Bill  will  undoubtedly  be  again 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Commons  at  the  earliest  possible 
date — either  the  Bill  of  last  Session  or  a  new  one,  as  the  last 
Bill  might  be  improved  upon.  He  expressed  his  disappoint- 
ment at  the  diminishing  state  of  their  finances,  and  said 
their  best  thanks  was  due  to  Mr.  Gilmour  and  Mr.  Tocher 
for  their  services  to  the  Association. 

Mr.  Moir,  in  seconding,  remarked  that  although  the 
Association  had  the  sympathy  of  every  chemist  in  Glasgow, 
members  of  the  trade  could  not  think  of  attending  the 
meetings  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  hour.  The  Associa- 
tion was  by  no  means  dead ;  it  was  in  as  flourishing  a  con- 
dition as  it  had  been  for  many  years.  (Hear,  hear.)  When 
any  questions  of  great  importance  arose  they  were  all  there. 
The  reports  were  adopted. 

B.P.  Conference. — Mr.  Brodie  gave  an  interesting  and 
humorous  account  of  the  Brighton  meetings  and  the  subse- 
quent visit  to  Paris.  Mr.  Brodie  quoted  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  in  support  of  his  assertion  that  some  other  con- 
ferences may  have  equalled  the  Brighton  meetings,  but  they 
would  never  excel  them  in  the  hospitality  extended  to  the 
visitors.  He  also  dealt  with  Federation  questions  and  re- 
called with  gratitude  the  hospitality  accorded  to  the  party 
which  visited  Paris  by  representatives  of  French  pharmacy. 

Election  of  Office-bearers. — Mr.  Currie  intimated  his 
resignation  as  President,  which  office  he  had  held  for  thirteen 
years,  and  recalled  some  of  the  events  of  the  period,  con- 
cluding by  nominating  as  his  successor  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour. 
Mr.  Walker  seconded,  and  con- 
veyed to  Mr.  Currie  the  cordial 
thanks  of  the  members  for  his 
splendid  work  on  behalf  of  the 
Association  and  of  the  trade  in 
Glasgow.  Mr.  Gilmour  then 
took  the  chair,  and  briefly 
thanked  the  members  for  his 
appointment.  The  following 
appointments  were  also  made  : 
Hon.  President,  Dr.  A.  M. 
Robertson ;  Hon.  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mr.  R.  Biodie  and  Mr. 
W.  L.  Currie ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents, Mr.  J.  Moir  and  Mr. 
T.  Dunlop;  Treasurer,  Mr.  R. 
Tocher;  Members  of  Com- 
mittee, Messrs.  H.  P.  Arthur, 
A.  Boyd,  J.  Crombie,  J.  H.  Riddell,  J.  Murchie,  G.  F. 
Merson  and  —  Smith.  The  selection  of  a  Secretary  was  re- 
mitted to  the  Council,  who  were  also  asked  to  consider 
whether  monthly  or  occasional  meetings  as  required  should 
be  held  this  winter. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  on  November  1,  the  following 
interim  appointments  were  made  :  Hon.  Secretary.  Mr.  J. 
Lennox,  6  Queen  Margaret  Place  ;  Assistant  Hon.  Secretary, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Riddell,  338  St.  Vincent  Street. 


Me.  J.  P.  Gilmour. 


Liverpool  Chemists'  Association. 

A  Meeting  was  held  at  the  Royal  Institution  on  Thursday, 
October  26,  Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  (President)  being  in  the 
chair. 

Election  of  President.— Mr.  J.  Hocken  proposed  that 
Mr.  P.  H.  Marsden  be  re-elected  as  President  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Dr.  Symes  seconded,  and  the  motion  was 
carried  unanimously.    Mr.  Marsden  thanked  the  members. 

The  President  then  called  on  Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  for  his 
communication  entitled 

Notes  on  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia. 
This  was  substantially  a  critical  review  of  the  work  from 
be°inning  to  end,  the  author's  extemporaneous  remarks 
being  interspersed  with  observations  from  personal  ex- 
perience.   From  them  we  cull  the  subjoined  notes  : 

Hypopbosphorous  acid  is  a  favourite  addition  to  prevent 
oxidation.  The  U.S.P.  has  it  in  "hydriodic  acid  and  syrup 
of  iodid  of  iron  "  ;  and  a  very  useful  addition  it  is.  Jixperi- 
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ence  has  taught  me  that  whenever  hydriodic  acid  is  heated  in 
contact  with  organic  substances  iodine  is  set  free.  Hypo- 
phosphorous  acid,  no  doubt,  prevents  this. 

Under  a  great  many  headings  in  the  U.S. P.  we  are  told 
that  the  preparations  ought  to  be  kept  in  amber-coloured 
bottles.  This  is  a  particularly  good  idea.  I  do  not  think 
pharmacists  in  this  country  realise  the  advantage  of  using 
amber-coloured  bottles  in  preserving  chemicals.  They  are 
particularly  useful,  and  ought  to  be  more  largely  used  than 
they  are. 

Our  Pharmacopoeia  tells  us  to  prepare  aromatic  waters  by 
distillation,  although  we  know  perfectly  well  that  ninety-nine 
out  of  hundred  chemists  make  them  extemporaneously  from 
the  oil.  The  compilers  of  the  U.S.P.  realise  this,  and  they 
give  it  their  sanction.  Pharmacists  in  this  country  who  pre- 
pare waters  extemporaneously  do  not  allow  the  question  of 
appearance  to  bother  them  much.  If  waters  are  prepared 
according  to  the  B.P.  they  are  slightly  opaque  ;  but  a  great 
many  pharmacists  prefer  to  see  the  waters  clear.  Chloroform- 
water  of  the  U.S.P.  is  a  saturated  solution.  We  gave  that 
idea  up  in  this  country  when  the  last  Pharmacopoeia  was  pro- 
duced, because  we  realised  the  fact  that  chloroform-water  was 
frequently  dispensed  with  alkaline  salts  ;  and.  in  a  solution 
that  was  nearly  saturated,  the  chloroform  was  frequently 
salted  out. 

I  do  not  know  that  it  is  wrong  to  introduce  acetic  acid  in 
preparing  extractum  colchici  from  the  dried  conn,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  mistake  to  use  it  in  preparing  the  extract  from  the 
fresh  corm.  Colchicine  is  one  of  the  most  soluble  of  the 
alkaloids,  and  is  as  soluble  in  the  natural  juices  of  the  drug 
as  in  acetic  acid;  moreover,  extracts  containing  acetic  acid 
are  hygroscopic. 

We  have  lor  many  years  in  this  country  considered  that  we 
are  very  much  neglected,  as  pharmacists,  in  not  having  a 
respectable  position  on  the  committee  for  the  compilation  of 
the  B.P.  It  is  possible,  as  far  as  I  can  see  in  going  through 
the  U.S.P.,  to  have  too  much  of  the  scientific  chemist.  I  per- 
sonally cannot  see  what  advantage  there  is  in  introducing 
tests  into  a  Pharmacopoeia  for  the  determination  of  the  amount 
of  esters  in  such  an  article  as  oil  of  rosemary  and  other  oils. 
We  should  be  content  to  accept  the  statemenUhat  if  an  article 
is  pure  it  conforms  to  recognised  tests  of  purity,  otherwise  we 
will  make  the  Pharmacopoeia  a  standard  work  dealing  with 
the  purity  of  drugs  and  chemicals  rather  a  work  descriptive 
of  those  articles  we  desire  to  make  official.  For  instance,  in 
the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  there  arose  the  question  of 
impurities  in  gentian  ;  surely  it  is  unnecessary  to  insert  in  a 
Pharmacopoeia  tests  to  exclude  olive-stones.  Similarly  I  do 
not  think  it  is  necessary  for  the  introduction  of  complicated 
methods  for  testing  essential  oils  as  given  in  the  U.S.P.  As 
long  as  the  oil  is  from  a  certain  plant,  we  know  perfectly  well 
that  it  will  conform  to  well-known  and  recognised  tests  If 
the  American  pharmacists  are  like  the  pharmacists  in  this 
country,  there  are  few  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  applv  the 
omcial  tests  unless  he  be  emploved  by  wholesale  druggists 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  regarding  the  B.P.  that  it  is  a 
who  esale  druggists"  Pharmacopoeia.  That  must  applv  doubly 
m  the  case  of  the  U.S.P.  If  one  is  to  follow  up-to-date 
methods,  one  cannot  get  away  from  the  fact  that  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  these  tests  had  to  be  introduced  in  a  work  of  this 
kind;  but  I  would  not  go  as  far  as  the  U.S.P.  has  gone  I 
do  not  like  to  hear  the  statement  made  that  the  B  P  is  a 
wholesale  druggists'  Pharmacopoeia,  as  I  know  there  is  a  lar^c 
body  of  pharmacists  who  are  quite  capable  of  performing  the 
official  tests,  and  do  perform  them,  when  it  is  worth  their 
while. 

Discussion. 

The  President,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks,  agreed  with 
Mr.  Cowley  as  to  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  usin°- 
amber-coloured  bottles. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Abraham,  in  seconding,  objected  to  Mr 
Cowley's  criticisms  as  to  the  B.P.  being  a  wholesale  drug- 
gists Pharmacopoeia.  He  thought  pharmacists  do  not 
generally  test  preparations,  because  it  would  not  be  worth 
the  time  taken,  but  wholesalers  test  a  large  quantity 
_  Dr.  Symes,  in  supporting,  remarked  that  medicinal  waters 
in  some  cases  may  be  made  from  the  oil,  but  in  a  case  like 
cinnamon  it  is  totally  different  from  the  water  distilled  from" 
the  bark.  He  thought  the  committee  for  the  compilation 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  should  be  a  hybrid  one— partly  of 
medical  men  and  partly  of  pharmacists— and  he  thought  the 
U.S.P.  committee  a  right  one. 

Mr.  T.  S.  Wokes  agreed  with  Dr.  Symes's  remarks  about 
the  waters. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Hornblower  also  supported.    With  regard  to 
essential  oils,  he  did  not  think  there  could  be  too  many  tests. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Cowley  briefly  replied  to  the  discussion. 


Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 

A  well- attended  meeting  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street, 
W.,  on  October  26,  when  twenty-seven  were  present,  the 
attraction  being  a  lecture  by  Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie, 
F.R.S.E.  The  President  (Mr.  A.  G.  C.  Paterson)  men- 
tioned that  the  Council  had  had  the  pleasure  of  electing  two 
dozen  new  members.  Formal  business  having  been  dis- 
posed of,  Mr.  Howie  read  his  paper  on 

Our  National  Drug  Habits. 
Several  of  the  audience,  as  they  remarked  at  the  close  of  the 
lecture,  were  misled  by  Mr.  Howie's  title,  but  he  used  it 
in  its  strict  application  to  the  national  habits — tea,  tobacco, 
opium,  and  alcohol  consuming.  Mr.  Howie  opened  his  sub- 
ject with  definitions  of  the  terms  involved.  Habit  he 
defined  as  "a  tendency  of  the  living  organism  to  repeat 
certain  actions.  '  Food  is  defined  in  the  bale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  as  something  "  other  than  drugs  or  water,"  but 
various  scientific  definitions  quoted  include  as  foods  water 
and  many  so-called  drugs,  such  as  the  vegetable  acids  and 
certain  inorganic  salts.  "Drug"  is  so  variously  defined 
that  it  includes  such  widely  differing  substances  as  pepper- 
mint lozenges,  smelling-salts,  eau  de  Cologne,  tobacco, 
alcohol,  and  caffeine,  the  active  principle  of  tea  and  coffee, 
the  last  three  substances  being  recognised  in  the  British 
Pharmacopoeia.  For  "poison  there  is,  happily,  no  legal 
definition,  and  the  result  of  applying  the  various  stated 
definitions  is  that  a  poison  may  be  a  drug  and  also  a  food, 
I  depending  upon  the  circumstances  of  its  administration. 
By  studying  the  question  in  perspective  there  is  little  doubt 
about  the  dividing  line,  but  it  may  be  narrowed  to  a  question 
of  value.  A  substance  which  is  a  powerful  poison  may  also 
be  a  valuable  drug  and  but  a  poor  food.  Taking  money  as 
a  standard,  it  is  found  that  the  food  of  a  people — bread, 
meat,  and  milk — costs  comparatively  little  when  measured 
by  its  food  value ;  while  substances  in  regular  use,  such  as 
tea,  tobacco,  opium,  and  alcohol,  are  very  costly  when 
estimated  in  this  way.  These  latter  have  practically  no 
food  value,  and  yet  they  are  in  daily  use  by  half  the  popula- 
tion of  the  world.  Moreover,  these  substances  on  occasion 
impair  the  health  and  shorten  the  lives  of  habitual  users, 
and,  although  they  are  looked  upon  by  the  masses  as  foods, 
they  are  more  correctly  classed  as  drugs.  Thus  the  conclu- 
sion is  arrived  at  that  habitual  users  of  any  of  these  sub- 
stances have  acquired  a  "  drug-habit." 

Referring  to  particular  habits  Mr.  Howie  said  that  in  the 
case  of  tea-drinking  no  very  alarming  evils  have  arisen  from 
the  abuse  of  tea.  Properly  used,  it  has  been  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  race.  Its  serious  abuse  occurs  among  the  very 
poor,  in  whose  dietary  it  bulks  far  too  largely.  Tobacco  is 
generally  admitted  to  be  a  drug.  Nicotine  is  present  in  the 
proportion  of  from  1  to  9  per  cent.,  and  a  mild  cigar  contains 
enough  to  kill  a  man.  In  smoking,  the  greater  part  of  the 
alkaloid  is  destroyed,  but  excessive  smoking  produces 
symptoms  of  nicotine  poisoning.  Smoking  in  moderation 
has,  in  general,  a  beneficial  effect,  especially  as  a  sedative 
in  cases  of  mental  anxiety  cr  distress,  but  it  may  quite 
disarrange  and  upset  the  nerves  of  some  people,  particularly 
when  used  by  those  who  have  not  reached  maturity.  Also 
it  should  never  be  indulged  in  before  a  meal.  This,  the 
lecturer  said,  is  the  reason  why  so  many  young  Londoners 
look  pale  and  underfed  ;  their  natural  appetite  is  destroyed 
by  a  drug-habit.  Mr.  Howie  exhibited  a  tin  of  an  "  anti- 
nicotine  "  tobacco  which  he  had  come  across  (price  Is.  6d. 
per  lb.),  which  is  so  treated,  non-chemically,  that  it  is  said 
to  contain  no  nicotine.  But  Mr.  Howie  had  authority  for 
saying  that  it  contained  a  small  proportion  of  the  alkaloid. 
This  portion  of  the  subject  was  concluded  with  some  amus- 
ing extracts  from  Mr.  J.  M.  Barrie's  works. 

Brief  reference  only  was  made  to  the  abuse  of  opium,  but 
Mr.  Howie  referred  in  more  detail  to  the  drinking  in  Ireland 
some  years  ago  of  ether  and  methylated  spirit  in  place  of 
alcohcl.  Both  articles  were  made  from  duty-free  spirit; 
hence  their  popularity.  A  12-cz.  bottle  of  ether,  represent- 
ing twenty-four  doses,  was  sold  for  Is.  6d. ;  while  the  cost 
of  S.V.M.  would  be  equivalent  to  whisky  or  other  such 
spirit  at  6d.  per  quart.  By  placing  one  of  these  substances 
on  the  Poisons  Schedule  and  attaching  a  penalty  to  the  sale 
of  both  for  drinking-purposes  their  abuse  is  now  so  restricted 
as  not  to  be  included  among  national  habits.    Alcohol  is 
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placed  among  the  drugs  because  it  is  an  intoxicant,  a  word 
derived  from  the  Greek  toxihon,  an  arrow-poison,  a 
character  which  no  true  food  has.  Mr.  Howie  briefly  re- 
ferred to  the  innumerable  drink-cures  now  advertised, 
atropine,  Peruvian  bark,  and  secret  cures,  "  bolstered  up  by 
halfpenny  newspapers  and  over-credulous  clergymen  "  ;  then 
spoke  in  glowing  terms  of  the  work  and  teaching  in  regard 
to  the  use  and  abuse  of  alcohol  of  such  men  as  Lord  Roberts, 
Lord  Charles  Beresford,  and  the  great  medical  authorities, 
Sir  Benjamin  Richardson,  Sir  William  Gull,  Sir  Victor 
Horsley,  and  Sir  Frederick  Treves.  Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford appealed  for  systematic  scientific  training  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  on  the  subject  as  the  only  practicable  plan 
of  creating  temperance,  and  Mr.  Howie  showed  copies  of 
several  books  dealing  with  this  aspect  of  the  subject,  in- 
cluding a  temperance  syllabus  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
In  conclusion  he  made  scathing  reference  to  the  arguments 
for  "pure"  beer  as  the  saving  of  the  nation,  and  to  the 
Public  House  Trust,  which  the  respectable  workman  re- 
pudiates and  his  accepted  leaders,  John  Burns,  Keir  Hardie, 
and  others,  denounce  even  more  than  private  enterprise  in 
intoxicants.  He  said  it  had  not  been  his  intention  to 
deliver  a  teetotal  lecture,  but  to  urge  that  chemists,  who 
know  the  beneficial  as  well  as  the  dangerous  character  of 
drugs,  should  add  the  weight  of  their  influence  to  the  proper 
understanding  of  the  fact  that  alcohol  and  tobacco  are  not 
necessities  for  the  healthy,  are  not  foods  but  drugs,  and  that 
their  habitual  use  and  abuse  are  pre-eminently  national  drug- 
habits. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed  one-third  of  those  pre- 
sent contributed,  and  paid  tribute  to  the  popularity  of  the 
lecturer,  which  was  undiminished  by  his  change  from  gay 
to  grave.  Apologetic  reference  was  made  to  the  Annual 
Re-union  and  Smoking  Concert  (which  takes  place  at  the 
Restaurant  Frascati  on  November  9)  as  an  occasion  when 
two  drug-habits  are  encouraged  for  purposes  of  social 
enjoyment.  Mr.  Howie,  however,  granted  the  Association 
absolution. 


personalities. 


Mr.  W.  Yates,  chemist  and  optician,  has  been  re-elected 
Senior  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Shaw  and  Crompton  Trades- 
men's Association. 

Me.  W.  Elford  Rogers,  South  African  representative 
for  Messrs.  Oppenheimer,  Son  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  London,  who  has 
been  at  home  all  the  summer,  sails  this  week  by  the  TP aimer 
Castle  for  South  Africa,  where  his  address  is  P.O. 
Box  1,495,  Cape  Town.  Mr.  Rogers  takes  with  him  several 
heavy  lines  besides  Messrs.  Oppenheimer's  fine  pharma- 
ceuticals. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  manager  of  Messrs.  Fairchild 
Brothers  &  Foster's  European  business,  returned  to  London 
last  week,  after  two  months'  absence  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  Mr.  Holden,  who  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Montreal  College  of  Pharmacy,  reports  the  drug-business  in 
Canada  to  be  remarkably  good  at  present,  the  phenomenal 
expansion  of  agricultural  and  industrial  interests  making 
business  good  all  round. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Lodge, 
Gosport,  on  October  26,  Brother  Oswald  A.  Reade,  P.M., 
was  installed  Worshipful  Master.  Among  the  fifty  who 
afterwards  attended  the  banquet  were  five  chemists,  Brother 
O.  A.  Reade,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  F.L.S.,  who  is  dis- 
penser-in-charge  at  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar, 
being  accompanied  by  Brothers  Waterhouse  and  Hooper, 
of  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital,  Haslar,  and  Brother  E. 
Hartmann  Smith,  of  Gosport. 

Mr.  N.  H.  Martin's  participation  in  the  meeting  of  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association  at  Atlantic  City  re 
cently  stirred  the  dovecots,  and  a  great  deal  about  him  has 
appeared  in  our  contemporaries.  The  following  from  "  The 
New  Idea "  is  so  characteristic  as  to  merit  placing  before 
British  readers  : 

A  former  (or  future  ?)  President  of  the  British  Pharma 
ceutical  Conference,  Mr.  N.  H.  Martin,  of  Newkslntine,  or 
as  written,  Neweastle-on-Tyne,  was  present,  and  "  The  New 
Idea"  hopes  he  was  as  much  pleased  with  the  meeting  as 
those  who  met  him  were  with  his  personality.  Mr.  Martin 
was  over  here  once  before — about  Chicago  World's  Fair 
time,  I  believe — and  the  way  he  roasted  American  phar- 


macy, its  schools  and  other  institutions,  when  he  got  back 
home  was  enough  to  curl  your  hair.  Perhaps  we  needed  it ; 
perhaps,  too,  we  have  done  pretty  well  over  here  consider- 
ing everything.  Our  schools  are  not  altogether  bad  on  this 
side— in  fact,  several  of  the  great  European  universities 
seem  to  think  pretty  well  of  some  of  them  ;  and  we  arc  try- 
ing to  do  better  all  the  time  ;  there  may  be  hope  for  us. 

Mr.  Martin  is  a  very  ready  talker  and  chooses  his  words 
well,  speaking  only  when  he  has  something  to  say.  Natur- 
ally he  was  listened  to  with  interest.  Contrary  to  the  typa 
of  stolid,  beef-eating  Briton  which  our  comic  papers  depict— - 
I  wonder  if  Englishmen  really  eat  more  beef  than  wo  Ameri- 
cans do  ?— he  has  a  rather  acute  sense  of  humour,  and  it  is 
unnecessary  to  furnish  a  diagram  with  jokes.  At  any  rate, 
he  laughed  as  quickly  and  as  heartily  as  anyone  when  he  . 
fell  victim  to  one  of  them. 

This  is  the  way  it  happened.  Mr.  Martin  had  been  a  htt.j 
way  North-West— a  few  thousand  miles  or  so— and  was' 
much  impressed  by  the  salmon  fisheries,  telling  a  group  of 
us  that  he  saw  a  salmon  taken  that  was  four  and  a  half  feet 
long  and  weighed  seventy-one  pounds.  Professor  Reming- 
ton seemed  not  to  be  impressed  at  all.  "  That's  nothing," 
he  said  ;  "  just  the  other  day,  while  out  in  a  boat  down  near 
my  home,  I  saw  a  fine  fish  swimming  in  about  thirty  feet 
of  clear  water,  that  was  only  four  feet  long  and  weighed 
seventy-two  pounds." 

"  You  surprise  me,"  said  Mr.  Martin,  with  great  interest. 
"  But  pray  tell  me,  did  you  catch  the  fish  ?  " 

"  Oh,  no,"  replied  Professor  Remington,  a  trifle  sadly. 

"  Then  how  could  you  know  that  it  weighed  seventy-two 
pounds?  "  inquired  Mr.  Martin  with  the  air  of  exposing  a 
shameless  exaggeration. 

"  By  the  scales  on  its  back,"  was  the  crushing  reply. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Batliwalla, 
graduate  of  the  Grant  Medi- 
cal College,  who  carries  on 
a  large  chemist's  business 
at  Worli,  Cleveland  Hill, 
Dadar,  Bombay,  and  has 
been  on  a  visit  to  this 
country,  recently  returned 
to  India  by  the  s.s.  Mol- 
denia.  Mr.  Batliwalla  was 
accompanied  by  two  Parsee 
friends,  and  together  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  they 
visited  the  principal  towns 
and  places  of  interest  in  the 
British  Isles  and  on  the 
Continent.  Among  the 
orders  placed  by  Mr.  Batli- 
walla was  one  for  30,000 
card  calendars  for  free 
distribution  in  India.  The 
calendar  is  of  novel  form 
and  is  printed  in  Eng- 
lish and  the  native  lan- 
guage. Mr.  Batliwalla 
is  the  largest  advertiser 
among  all  the  Parsees, 
Hindoos,  and  Mahomedans, 
and  in  masonry  he  has 
attained  the  highest  office 
which  any  native  can  obtain 
in  the  English  craft  and 
Royal  Arch  Masonry. 

Mrs.  Fred.  Reynolds's  powerful  novel,  "A  Quaker 
Wooing,"  has  scarcely  had  time  to  pass  into  the  libraries 
before  another,  "The  Making  of  Michael"  (George  Allen, 
6s.) ,  comes  from  the  press.  This  shows  still  further  advance 
in  thought  and  expression,  so  that  when  one  has  read  the 
book  to  the  last  page,  the  narrative  has  taken  a  subordinate 
position,  and  the  human  feelings  which  it  stimulates  are 
uppermost.  Yet  the  narrative  is  the  thing  in  a  novel,  and 
in  this  case  we  have  something  fresh.  The  woman  in  this 
case,  after  a  passing  friendly  fancy  for  a  cousin,  marries  a 
man  who  is  devoted  to  her  and  she  to  him.  When  the  baby 
comes  life  seems  complete  for  them,  but  the  cousin  reap- 
pears, and  the  husband,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy,  kills  his  tiny 
son.  The  life  sentence  is  commuted  to  twenty  years'  penal 
servitude,  and  the  lonely  woman's  prospect  is  sad  enough; 
but  on  St.  Michael's  Day  she  discovers  on  her  doorstep  an 
infant  two  months  old,  who  is  the  Michael  of  the  story. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  reaches  a  high  poetic  level  in  portraying  the 
development  and  character  of  this  individual. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk  quanti- 
ties or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various  charges 
have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many  instances 
greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock  the  goods. 
Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and  higher  prices  are 
commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in  bulk  quantities.  It 
would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers  to  expect  to  get  small 
quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices  here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  November  2. 

SPHERE  is  a  fair  amount  of  activity  in  the  drug  and 
J-  chemical  markets,  and,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  table 
given  below,  most  of  the  changes  are  upward.  Among 
drugs  and  essential  oils  the  chief  feature  of  note  is  a  rapid 
rise  in  cubebs,  due  to  export  buying  and  depleted  stocks. 
Saffron,  too,  is  much  dearer,  and  higher  prices  were  paid  for 
fine  vanilla  at  auction.  Valerian-root  has  also  advanced, 
and  the  troubles  in  Russia  will,  it  is  expected,  bring  about 
higher  prices  for  aniseed,  ergot,  cantharides,  and  lyco- 
podium.  Star-aniseed  oil  is  more  active  and  dearer,  as  are 
also  clove,  cubeb,  almond,  and  apricot-kernel  oils.  Menthol 
and  peppermint  oils  are  inactive.  Turkey  opium  is  very 
quiet,  while  Persian  is  easier.  In  fine  chemicals  a  slight 
reduction  has  been  made  in  bismuth  preparations,  in  order 
to  cope  with  foreign  competition.  English  refined  camphor 
is  Id.  dearer.  Cocaine  is  in  a  strong  position,  as  all  the 
makers  are  now  in  the  convention.  Quinine  is  nominal,  and 
appears  to  be  going  from  bad  to  worse.  The  following 
table  shows  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week  : 


Higher 


Almond  oil 
Camphor 

(Eng.  ref.) 
Clove  oil 
Cloves 
Cubeb  oil 
Cubebs 
Juniper- 
berries 
Peach-kernel 
oil 

Saffron 
Star-aniseed 
oil 

Valerian 
Vanilla 


Firmer 


Aloin 

Carbolic  acid 
Castor  oil 
Eucalyptus 

oil 

Lycopodium 
Palm  oil 
Rape  oil 


E  isier 


Cod-liver  oil 

Menthol 

Opium 

(Persian) 


Lower 


Bismuth  salts 
Cinchona 
Nutmegs 
Pepper 


Cablegrams. 

Hamburg,  November  2  : — Refined  camphor  is  firmer  at 
700m.  per  100  kilos.  Cocaine  is  firmer.  Ergot  is  now  quoted 
400m.  per  100  kilos.,  and  coriander-seed  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

New  York,  November  2  : — The  drug-market  is  active. 
Opium  is  quiet  and  easier  at  $3.20  per  lb.  for  druggists'  in 
case  lots.  Peppermint  oil  is  strong  at  $2.40  per  lb.  for  bulk. 
Domestic  refined  camphor  has  been  advanced  to  77c.  per  lb., 
and  Rio  ipecac  is  firmer  at  $1.85  per  lb.  Western  senega 
is  quiet  at  60c.  per  lb.,  and  Ceylon  citronella  oil  is  firm  at 
40c.  per  lb.  The  market  is  almost  bare  of  wahoo  bark  of 
root,  and  40c.  is  asked.  Lycopodium  has  been  advanced  to 
60c.  per  lb. 

Amsterdam,  November  2  : — At  the  auction  of  cinchona 
held  here  to-day  13,656  packages  were  offered,  containing 
62,242  kilos,  of  quinine  sulphate.  Of  the  above  quantity 
7,422  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  5.20c.  per  half -kilo., 
as  compared  with  5.55c.  per  half-kilo,  paid  at  the  auction  on 
September  22.  The  following  were  the  approximate  quan- 
tities of  quinine  purchased  by  the  principal  buyers  :  The 
English  and  American  factories  bought  the  equivalent 
of  9,101  kilos.  ;  the  Brunswick  factory,  5,056  kilos. ;  the 
Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories  4,716  kilos. ;  the  Frank- 
fort and  Stuttgart  factories,  4,222  kilos. ;  and  various  buyers 
10,903  kilos.    The  prices  paid  for  the  manufacturing-bark 


ranged  from  2c.  to  53^c.  per  half-kilo.,  and  for  druggists' 
bark  from  7^c.  to  52J;C.  per  half-kilo.  The  coca-leaves  sold 
at  from  36^c.  to  54gC 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  continues  to  be  a  good  general  demand  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market,  and  for  the  season  of  the  year  exports  are 
good.   Prices  generally  are  firm  and  well  maintained. 

Alkali-produce,— In  this  '  branch  all  main  products  are 
firm.  There  is  a  good  inquiry  for  prompt,  and  although 
there  is  not  now  so  much  doing  on  forward  account 
as  there  was,  matters  are,  all  things  considered,  satis- 
factory in  this  direction  too.  Bleachmg-powder  well 
maintains  its  late  firmer  tone  at  4/.  Is.  6(7.  to 4/.  12s.  bd. 
per  ton  for  prompt  and  4?.  12s.  6(7.  to  4/.  17s.  bd. 
for  forward.  Caustic  soda  is  in  increased  demand  all  round, 
and  keeps  very  steady:  76  to  77  per  cent.,  10/.  10s.  to 
10/.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton  ;  70  per  cent.,  9/.  15s.  to  9/.  17s.  6(7.  ;  60  per 
cent  8/.  15s  to  8/.  17s.  6(7.  Ammonia  alkali  is  also  moving 
better  at  unaltered  rates  of  4/.  10s.  to  4/.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on 
rails  in  bags.  Soda  crystals  steady  at  60s.  to  65s.  per  ton 
Tyne,  and  67s.  6(7.,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Saltcake,  with  an  in- 
creased business  passing,  keeps  firmer  at  from  30s.  to  32s.  6(7. 
per  ton  in  bulk,  free  on  rails.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  6/.  7s.  bd. 
to  67.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  in  large  casks,  and 
6/  12s.  6(7.  to  6/.  17s.  bd.  in  1-cwt.  kegs.  Chlorate  of  potash 
and  soda  steady  at  3i(Z.  to  3|(7.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity, 
etc  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and  soda  tend  somewhat 
towards  advance.  Potash  4J(7.  to  5(7.  per  lb.,  and  soda  32c7. 
Hyposulphite  of  soda,  although  in  perhaps  a  trine  better 
supply,  is  still  very  steady  at  late  rates.  Ordinary  crystals,  in 
large  casks,  5/.  12s.  6(7.  to  bl.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton,  and  in  1-cwt 
kegs  according  to  quality  and  quantity,  bl.  7s.  bd.  to  9/. 
Silicates  of  soda,  140°  Tw.,  47.  2s.  6c7.  to  4/.  12s.  bd.  ;  100°  Tw., 
3/.  12s.  6(7.  to  4/.  2s.  bd. ;  and  75°  Tw.,  3/.  5s.  to  37.  15s.  per  ton, 
in  accordance  with  quality,  quantity,  and  destination. 

Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Liverpool,  November  1. 

Honey.— The  sales  include  25  barrels  Chilian,  pile  1,  at 
25s.  6(7.,  and  25  barrels  no  pile  Peruvian  at  14s.  9(7.,  per  cwt. 

Quillaia. — Between  30  and  40  tons  have  been  sold  at  from 
167.  10s.  to  17/.  10s.  per  ton,  and  it  is  now  firmly  held  at  the 
l&ttGr  fioriirB* 

Carnauba  Wax.— The  sales  include  56  bags  waxy  grey  at 
146s.  per  cwt.  ,  . 

Fenugreek  Seed.— Bombay  has  advanced  to  8s.  bd.  to  as. 
per  cwt.,  according  to  quality. 

Linseed.— Sales  of  River  Plate  have  been  made  on  the  spot 
at  40s.  per  quarter.  . 

Sulphate  of  Copper  has  advanced  to  22/.  15s.  per  ton  tor 
prompt  delivery.  „„,.,.  ,   n    L  j 

Spermaceti.— Further  sales  of  Chilian  are  reported  at  ad- 
vanced prices.  North  American  is  held  for  Is.  2±(Z.  per  lb., 
c  i  f 

'  Colza  Oil  is  very  firm  at  from  25s.  9d.  to  26s.  per  cwt.,  ex 
quay. 

Turpentine  is  firm  at  51s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed.— Further  sales  of  Turkish  have  been  made  at 
67s.  6(7.  per  quarter,  and  70s.  is  now  wanted. 

C\STOR  Oil.— There  is  rather  more  inquiry  for  good  seconds 
Calcutta,  with  sales  at  3^c/.  ;  for  shipment  the  position  is  un- 
changed. First  pressure  French  meets  with  a  retail  sale  at 
2|(7.  to  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  for  shipment  the  market  is  firmer, 
although  unchanged,  at  23/.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Marseilles. 

Glucose.— Buffalo  H.  liquid  has  advanced  to  lis.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug-market. 

Hamburg,  October  31. 

Our  drug-market  shows  more  activity  this  week.  _ 

Aniseed.— Prices  from  Russia  come  very  firm,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  revolutions ;  present  quotation  is  56m.  to  57m. 
per  100  kilos. 

Agar-Agar  is  firm  to  280m.  to  285m.  per  100  kilos. 

Camphor  (refined)  is  firmer  at  690m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  are  also  firmer  at  10m.  to  10im.  per  kilo. 

Coriander-seed  is  now  held  for  70m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  firmer,  and  385m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid; 
holders  now  ask  400m. 

Golden-seal  is  very  firm  at  14m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Wax  on  the  spot  is  quoted  110m.,  and  forward 
delivery  at  106m.  to  107m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  very  firm ;  600m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid, 
and  620m.  is  now  asked. 

Menthol.— There  is  little  doing  at  19£m.  per  kilo. 

Spermaceti  is  steady  at  255m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  has  advanced ;  first  pressing  in 
barrels  for  prompt  delivery  is  quoted  47jm.  per  100  kilos. 
Cod-liver  is  quiet  at  88m.  per  barrel  for  non-congealing  oil 
Japanese  fish-oil  is  quiet  at  19^m.  to  20m.  per  100  kilos. 
Chinese  wood  is  firm  at  63m.  per  100  kilos.  Rape  oil  has 
advanced  rapidly  to  49m.  per  100  kilos.,  duty  free,  in  barrels. 
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Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  unchanged;  H.G.H.  is 
quoted  li^m.  per  lb.  and  Japanese  lO^m.  per  kilo.  Staranise 
is  firm  at  11m.  per  kilo.  Camphor  oil  is  scarce  at  95m.  per  100 
kilos. 

Arrivals. 

'  The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  etc.,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  October  19  to  25, 
inclusive  :  Acetone  (@  Fiume),  52  ;  acid,  acetic,  39  ;  acid,  boric 
(@  Rouen),  120;  acid,  lactic,  (@  Bremen)  14,  (@  Hamburg) 
15 ;  acid,  tartaric,  (@  Bordeaux)  148,  (@  Marseilles)  63 ;  argo), 
(@  Bordeaux)  52,  (@  Naples)  61;  arsenic,  (@  France)  50,  (@ 
Oporto)  51 ;  benzoin  (@  Singapore),  34 ;  camphor  (@  Foochow), 

12  cs. ;  cardamoms,  14 ;  cinnamon  oil  (@  Colombo),  8 ; 
cochineal  (@  Las  Palmas),  44  ;  cumin-seed,  (@  Saffi)  90,  (@ 
Mazagan)  84  ;  calabar  beans  (@  W.  C.  Africa),  54  ;  castor  oil, 
(@  Genoa)  30,  (@  Leghorn)  20 ;  chaulmoogra  oil  (@  Cal- 
cutta), 10  cs. ;  coriander  seed  (@  Bombay),  680 ;  cream  of 
tartar  (@  Bordeaux),  148 ;  croton  seed  (@  Colombo),  20 ; 
ergot  (@  Odessa),  7 ;  gamboge  (@  Singapore),  8 ;  gentian 
(@  Bordeaux),  19;  manna  (@  Palermo),  38;  menthol  (@ 
Hamburg),  5;  oil,  cod-liver,  (@  Bergen)  20,  (@  Aalesund) 
30 ;  opium,  (@  Smyrna)  30,  (@  Bombay)  22,  (@  Salonica)  71 ; 
peppermint  oil,  (@  Hamburg)  8,  (@  Bremen)  10  cs.  ;  phos- 
phorus (@  Montreal),  135  cs. ;  sandarac  (@  Mogador),  106 ; 
sarsaparilla  (@  Hamburg),  6 ;  senna,  (@  Tuticorin)  706  ;  also 
450  in  tr.  ;  soda  prussiate  (@  Hamburg),  35 ;  tartar,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  20,  (@  Marseilles)  33,  (@  Naples)  33;  vanilla 
(@  Marseilles),  61;  wax,  bees',  (@  Bombay)  35,  (@  Lisbon) 
13 ;  wax,  carnauba  (@  Pernambuco)  200. 

The  following  are  among  the  arrivals  of  drugs,  chemicals, 
etc.,  at  the  principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from 
October  26  to  November  1  inclusive:  Acetic  acid  (@  Fred- 
rikstad),  49;  albumen  (@  Treport),  19;  aloes  (@  Mossel 
Bay),  40  ;  aniseed  (@  Gijon),  150  cs. ;  antimony  ore  (@  Hali- 
fax, N.S.),  95  brls.;  aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  15 ;  arrow- 
root  (@  St.  Vincent),  81 ;  asafetida  (@  Aden),  43  cs.  ; 
bismuth    (@   Sydney),    17   bxs. ;    camphor    (@  Foochow), 

13  cs.  ;  chamomiles  (@  Ghent),  5  bis.  ;  cantharides 
(@  Libau),  3  cs.  ;  cardamoms,  61 ;  coca  leaves  (@ 
Colombo),  13;  cod-liver  oil,  (@  Christiania)  25  brls., 
(@  Aalesund)  160,  (@  Bergen)  5;  coriander  seed  (@  Mar- 
seilles), 68;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseilles),  46;  cumin-seed 
(@  Marseilles),  21;  essential  oils  (@  Messina),  113;  gentian 
(@  Gijon),  44 ;  iodine  (@  Valparaiso),  229  pkgs. ;  ipecacu- 
anha (@  Monte  Video),  34  ;  juniper  berries  (@  Leghorn),  31 ; 
kola  (@  St.  Vincent),  2;  lactic  acid  (@  Havre),  9;  lime- 
juice  (@  Dominica),  5  brls.  ;  lime-oil  (@  Dominica),  39  cs.  ■ 
lycopodium,  (@  St.  Petersburg)  4  cs.,  (@  Libau)  7 ;  menthol, 
(@  Hamburg)  5  cs.,  (@  Marseilles)  20  cs. ;  orris  (@  Leg- 
horn), 13;  peppermint  oil  (@  Marseilles),  45;  potash,  chlor. 
(@  Gothenburg),  20;  potash,  iodide  (@  Yokohama),  10  cs  ■ 
rhubarb  (@  Shanghai),  29;  "roots,"  etc.  (@  New  York),  29  : 
saccharin  (@  Boulogne),  20  cs. ;  sal  ammoniac  (@  Amster- 
dam), 10;  sandarac  (@  Mogador),  37;  senega  (@  Montreal), 
7;  senna  (@  Tuticorin),  512  and  626  in  tr.;  sticklac  (@ 
Havre)  52;  turmeric  (@  Calcutta),  250;  vanilla  (@ 
Colombo),  17  cs. ;  wine-lees  (@  Marseilles),  422;  wax,  bees' 
(@  Mogador)  11,  (@  Chili)  19 ;  wine-lees  (@  Valencia),  257. 

Acid,  Citric,  is  unaltered,  and  there  is  little  doing,  at 
from  Is.  Zd.  to  Is.  fyd.  for  English,  and  Is.  2|(7.  for  foreign. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  is  dull  at  from  11(7.  to  ll-^d.  for  English, 
and  10|fZ.  for  foreign. 

Albumen. — Good  Chinese  egg  albumen  is  quoted  at  from 
Is.  lid.  per  lb.  upwards,  and  for  Russian  up  to  2s.  Zd.  is 
wanted. 

Aloin. — American  continues  to  advance,  2s.  4^(7.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.,  being  quoted. 

Ammonia  Carbonate  is  unchanged  at  3§c7.  per  lb.  in 
5-cwt.  casks. 

Aniseed. — Russian  is  scarce  at  26s.,  but  there  is  little 
demand  ;  fine  Spanish  is  offering  at  35s.  per  cwt. 

Antimony. — Japanese  crude  is  steady  on  the  spot  at  357. 
per  ton,  and  English  regulus  is  quoted  507.  to  517.  and 
foreign  467.  10s. 

Arsenic  remains  scarce  on  the  spot  and  for  early  delivery, 
sellers  asking  15s.  6d.  for  best  white  powdered  English  and 
15s.  ex  ship. 

Belladonna. — Good  quality  remains  scarce  at  40s.  per 
cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Benzoin. — Since  the  auctions  some  70  cases  of  Sumatra 
have  changed  hands,  including  good  seconds  at  from  87.  5s. 
to  87.  10s.  per  cwt.  About  136  packages  of  Sumatra  and 
Palembang  have  arrived. 

Bismuth. — The  reports  which  were  current  last  week  as 


to  an  alteration  in  prices  have  proved  correct,  as  on  Novem- 
ber 1  the  makers  announced  a  reduction  of  Zd.  per  lb.  in  the 
price  of  bismuth  preparations.  The  move  is  with  the  idea 
of  meeting  foreign  competition,  as  the  price  of  the  metal  is 
unaltered  at  9s.  The  following  are  now  the  makers'  prices 
for  lots  below  1  cwt.  :  Benzoate,  lis.  Zd. ;  carbonate  9s.  6(7. ; 
citrate,  8s.  6(7. ;  nitrate  cryst.,  5s.  Id. ;  oxide  B.P.,  12s.  lc7. ; 
salicylate,  8s.  6(7. ;  physiologically  pure,  lis.  Zd. ;  subchlor., 
9s.  6(7.  ;  subnit.,  8.s.  10(7. ;  ditto  levig.,  9s.  4(7. ;  and  tannate, 
9s.  per  lb.  Assorted  lots  of  not  less  than  1  cwt.  are  subject 
to  a  reduction  of  Id.  per  lb.,  and  larger  quantities  in  propor- 
tion.   Liquor  bismuthi  is  unaltered. 

Camphor. — The  English  refiners  have  advaned  their  prices 
by  1(7.  per  lb.,  and  now  quote  3s.  4(7.  for  bells  and  3s.  Zd. 
for  flowers.  Japanese  tablets  of  1-oz.  size  can  be  had  at 
3s.  Zd.,  and  ^-oz.  for  shipment  are  quoted  3s.  Zd.,  c.i.f. 
To-day  150  cases  sold  at  3s.  to  3s.  l^d.,  c.i.f.,  for  September- 
November  shipment. 

Canary- seed  slow,  but  fairly  steady.  Larache  sold  at 
auction  on  Wednesday,  without  reserve,  at  60s.  6(7.  per 
quarter.  Clean  River  Plate  is  selling  at  63s.  6c7.,  and 
Turkish  is  quoted  64s. 

Cabaway-seed  is  quiet  at  27s.  to  28s.  per  cwt  on  the  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — For  shipment  prices  are  easier,  car- 
load lots  for  overland  steamer  or  sailer  shipment  being 
offered  at  25s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  On  the  spot,  new  is  quoted 
29s.,  and  old  bark  32s.  6(7. 

Chamomiles. — From  Belgium  85s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted,  but 
on  the  spot  new  seconds  can  be  had  at  75s.  in  one  quarter. 

Chloroform. — None  of  the  makers  are  anxious  to  sell  or 
book  contracts  at  present,  as  a  movement  is  on  foot  to  bring 
about  some  agreement  in  regard  to  prices,  but  whether  it 
will  be  successful  it  is  difficult  to  say. 

Cinchona. — The  shipments  from  Java  for  October  amount 
to  1,637,000  Amst.  lbs.,  against  1,900,000  Amst.  lbs.  last 
year. 

Cocaine. — The  outside  maker  to  whom  reference  was 
made  last  week  has  now  joined  the  convention,  so  that  the 
position  is  considered  strong.  Any  alteration  would  there- 
fore be  upwards,  as  present  prices  are  the  lowest  for  several 
years. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  green  Truxillo  can  be  had  at  10(7. 
per 'lb. 

Colocynth. — Retail  sales  of  Pulp  have  been  made  at 
Is.  9(7.  per  lb. 

Coriander- seed  sells  steadily  at  25s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
Madras.  Stalky  small  Bombay  at  auction  on  Wednesday 
was  bought  in  at  27s.  per  cwt.  English  is  quoted  at  32s.  6(7., 
Russian  and  Italian  at  35s.,  and  Morocco  at  44s.  to  45s. 
per  cwt. 

Cream  of  Tartar  steady  at  from  78s.  to  78s.  6(7.  for 
98-per-cent.  and  76s.  for  95-per-cent.  powder. 

Cubebs. — An  advance  of  about  10s.  per  cwt.  has  taken 
place  in  this  article  owing  to  a  good  export  demand  for  the 
United  States,  to  which  country  some  150  bags  have  been 
sold.  Up  to  40s.  per  cwt.  is  said  to  have  been  paid,  but  the 
bulk  of  the  business  was  done  at  35s.,  and  sellers  are  now 
holding  out  for  45s.  The  rapid  rise  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  stocks  in  London  are  very  small  and  in  few  hands. 

Cumin-seed  is  firmly  held  at  28s.  per  cwt.  for  Morocco, 
and  old  crop  Malta  at  32s.  6(7.  to  35s. 

Dragon's-blood. — A  considerable  business  has  been  done 
since  the  auctions,  the  sales  including  medium  lump  up  to 
11.  5s.  per  cwt. 

Ergot. — In  more  inquiry ;  on  the  spot  Is.  8(7.  per  lb.  has 
been  paid  for  Russian,  but  quality  is  not  prime,  and  the 
same  may  be  said  with  regard  to  the  offers  from  Russia, 
where  4s.  per  kilo,  is  asked  (Is.  9^(7.  per  lb.). 

Fenugreek  is  steady  at  8s.  3(7.  per  cwt.  for  East  Indian 
and  10s.  9(7.  for  Morocco. 

Gambier. — Fair  spot  sales  of  cubes  have  been  made  at  . 
29s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  October-November  ship- 
ment 27s.  has  been  paid. 

Gamboge. — Good  Siam  pipe  from  first-hands  is  firmly  held 
at  187.  10s.  per  cwt. ;  8  cases  have  arrived. 

Green  Copperas  is  steady  at  37s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  in  casks  on 
the  spot. 
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Ipecacuanha. — The  s.s.  Nile  has  brought  34  bales  of  Eio 
from  Monte  Video,  and  10  bales  of  Minas  have  also  arrived. 
The  stock  in  Crutched  Friars  warehouse  on  November  2, 
1905,  consisted  of  51  bales  Rio,  44  Minas,  7  Johore,  and 
8  Cartagena.  The  deliveries  in  October  were  14  bales  only, 
which  compares  with  66,  183,  160,  and  169  bales  in  October 
1904,  1903,  1902,  and  1901  respectively.  Buyers  still  con- 
tinue to  hold  off,  fair  Rio  being  obtainable  at  7*.  6(7.  per  lb. 

Juniper-berries. — The  shortage  in  the  crop  being  fully 
confirmed,  especially  in  Hungary,  prices  have  advanced  from 
13s.  to  15s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quality,  and  on  the 
spot  14s.  6(7.  is  asked. 

Kino. — Small  sales  of  fair  Cochin  grain  have  been  made  at 
lid.  per  lb. 

Linseed. — Good  Dutch  is  firm  at  47s.  per  quarter. 

Liquorice-juice. — Business  in  block  juice  has  been  done 
at  38s.  6d.  per  cwt. ;  sticks  are  quoted  62s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Menthol  has  been  quiet  and  easier,  owing  to  the  continued 
efforts  to  depress  prices  in  the  interests  of  short  sellers. 
Kobayashi  on  the  spot  has  been  sold  at  from  9s.  l^cZ.  to  9s. 
per  lb.  to  the  extent  of  about  50  cases,  and  for  December- 
February  shipment  8s.  Qd.  c.i.f.  has  been  paid.  The  market 
closes  at  9s.  1^(7.  spot  sellers. 

Oil,  Almond. — B.P.  sweet  has  advanced  Id.,  to  Is.  3(7. 
per  lb. 

Oil,  Apricot-kernel,  has  advanced  a  further  ^d.  per  lb., 
to  8d. 

Oil,  Camphor,  is  about  2s.  dearer  on  the  spot,  holders  now 
asking  48s.,  and  for  distant  shipment  46s.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Oil,  Cassia,  is  steady  at  3s.  3(7.  per  lb.  for  80  to  85  per 
cent.  c.a. 

Oil,  Castor,  is  dearer.  Hull  make  of  first  pressing  for 
prompt  delivery  is  quoted  247.  2s.  6d.  per  ton,  and 
23/.  17s.  6d.  for  January  to  June  delivery ;  seconds  for 
December  delivery  are  quoted  22/.  2s.  6d..  and  January  to 
June  21/.  7s.  6d.  per  ton. 

Oil,  Citronella. — Ceylon  is  quoted  at  from  Is.  9d.  to 
Is.  lOd.  per  lb.,  spot,  but  there  is  little  available  at  the 
inside  figure. 

Oil,  Clove. — A  further  substantial  advance  has  been 
made,  distillers  now  quoting  4s.  6(7. — a  rise  of  6d.  per  lb. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  market  in  Norway  continues  very 
quiet,  and  although  stocks  are  small,  finest  Lofoten  non- 
congealing  oil  is  obtainable  at  85s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  amount  to  11,945 
barrels,  against  6,328  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year. 

Oil,  Cubeb. — The  English  distillers  have  advanced  their 
price  by  6d.  per  lb.,  to  4s.  6d. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — A  good  business  has  been  done,  and  in 
several  quarters  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  3c?.  is  the  lowest  for  B.P.  oils. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — Cochin  is  quoted  8^(7.  per  oz.  on  the 
spot. 

Oil,  Sandalwood,  is  characterised  by  keen  competition, 
sales  of  finest  English  drawn  having  been  made  in  quantity 
at  9s.  6d.  per  lb.  net. 

Oil,  Star-aniseed,  has  advanced  2d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot, 
owing  to  a  much  improved  demand;  4s.  lOd.  to  4s.  lljc/. 
has  been  paid,  and  for  shipment  4s.  70.  to  4s.  8d.  per  lb. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Turpentine  has  been  a  quiet  and  inactive 
market  at  between  51s.  and  51s.  3(7.  per  cwt.  for  spot. 
American  Rape  oil  has  advanced  6d.  per  cwt.,  British  re- 
fined, in  casks,  being  quoted  24s.  id.,  and  ordinary  brown 
23s.,  spot.  Lagos  Palm  oil  is  firmer  at  from  28s.  6d.  to 
29s.,  spot,  and  Coconut  on  the  spot  is  unaltered  at  28s.  6d. 
for  Ceylon  and  34s.  for  Cochin.  Linseed  in  barrels  is 
dearer  at  18s.  per  cwt.,  and  17s.  9(7.  in  pipes.  Petro- 
leum dearer  at  6^d.  to  6Jc/.  for  Russian,  and  l^d.  to  7^(7.  for 
American,  water  white  being  quoted  8§(7.  to  8§c7.  per  gal. 

Oils,  Sicilian. — Very  high  prices  are  asked  for  sweet 
orange — viz.,  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Bergamot,  too,  is  also 
quoted  at  prices  which  preclude  business — viz.,  8s.  10d., 
c.i.f.,  for  new  crop  for  prompt  shipment.  Lemon  is  firm 
at  from  2s.  4(7.  to  2s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  for  new  crop. 

Opium  continues  very  quiet,  buyers  and  sellers  alike  being 


very  indifferent.  Persian  is  a  little  easier,  gum,  averaging 
about  10  per  cent.,  being  obtainable  at  19s.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  October  20.— The  sales  this  week  amount  to  53  cases 
as  follows  :  Fifty-one  cases  current,  usual  run,  for  the  U.S.A., 
and  two  cases  "extra"  Karahissar  for  France.  The  market 
is  unchanged  ;  rich  stuff  is  firmly  maintained  at  full  prices, 
and  lower  grades  are  easier.  The  weather  continues  favour- 
able for  sowings.  The  arrivals  to  date  amount  to  1,150  cases, 
against  3,754  cases  at  the  same  period  last  year. 

Smyrna,  October  21. — The  demand  this  week  has  been  for 
current  and  ordinary  qualities,  which  are  weighing  heavily 
on  the  market,  sales  comprising  51  cases  at  piastres  73,  equal  to 
22f.,  or  7s.  lid.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  and  two  cases  Karahissar  t.q. 
at  p.  81,  equal  to  24^f . ,  or  8s.  Qd.  per  lb.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  amount  to  1,150  cases,  against  3,762  cases  at  the  same 
time  of  last  year. 

Quinine  is  a  dead  letter,  the  interest  having  centred  in  the 
Amsterdam  bark  sale  to-day.  For  new  make  of  good 
German  brands  of  sulphate  Qd.  per  oz.  is  asked,  but  this  price 
could  be  shaded  for  parcels  "  as  it  rises." 

Saffron. — The  market  has  been  excited  owing  to  the  full 
confirmation  of  the  short  crops  in  Spain.  The  drought  of 
last  summer  appears  to  have  greatly  injured  the  bulbs,  and 
as  a  result  the  stigmas  are  exceptionally  lean  and  attenuated, 
it  requiring  at  least  three  stigmas  of  the  new  crop  to  repre- 
sent one  by  weight  of  the  old  crop.  Prices  of  the  new  are 
quoted  at  between  40s.  and  50s.,  but  practically  nothing  has 
been  received  here  yet,  and  in  consequence  a  good  business 
has  been  done  in  old  crop  on  the  spot  at  from  34s.  to  36s. 
per  lb.    It  looks  like  a  season  of  very  dear  prices. 

Sarsaparilla. — Mexican  is  quoted  at  from  5§c7.  to  6(7. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  importer.  The  market  has  been 
practically  cleared  of  grey  Jamaica  and  Lima  Jamaica  from 
first  hands. 

Senega  is  quoted  2s.  8d.  per  lb.  net  on  the  spot,  the  market 
being  a  shade  easier  at  the  moment. 

Shellac  is  a  dull  market  in  all  positions.  Prices  of 
futures  are  nominal  in  the  absence  of  business,  at  about  178s. 
for  TN,  and  no  business  has  been  done  for  arrival.  On  the 
spot  small  sales  have  been  made  at  from  172s.  6d.  to  177s. 
for  ordinary  blocky  to  fair  free  TN  orange  ;  and  for  superior 
qualities  of  Orange  from  190s.  to  204s.  is  quoted.  AC  Garnet 
on  the  spot  is  quoted  185s.  per  cwt. 

Spices. — At  auction  Jamaica  Ginger  was  steady,  fair  to 
good  common  selling  at  41s.  to  43s.,  and  small  38s.  6d. 
Medium-cut  cochin  was  bought  in  at  55s.,  and  smallish  to  fair 
native  cut  at  37s.  6d.  to  45s. ;  fair  washed  rough  sold  at  20s. 
subject,  and  small-cut  tips  31s.  Grey  Singapore  Pepper 
and  Lampong  were  bought  in  at  5$d.,  and  good  Ceylon  at 
6^(7.  Privately  the  market  is  easier;  fair  Singapore  is 
worth  5f§(7.  spot;  White  pepper  was  barely  steady  at 
auction,  fair  to  good  Singapore  selling  at  from  8^(7.  to  8§(7.  ; 
Siam  was  bought  in  at  8d.,  but  sales  were  afterwards  made 
privately  at  7§(7.  ;  for  arrival  prices  are  lower,  the  sales 
including  October-December  shipment  at  7f£c7.  to  7§r/., 
c.i.f.,  for  Singapore.  Good  Pimento  sold  at  2^(7..  and  for 
Nyasaland  Chillies  rather  easier  prices  were  paid,  good 
bright  selling  at  38s.  6(7. ,  and  fair  red  and  yellowish  34s.  6d. 
to  35s. ;  large  red  Japanese  were  bought  in  at  36s.  Nutmegs 
were  dull,  and  West  Indian  ^d.  per  lb.  lower.  Mace  was 
steady,  West  Indian  selling  at  Is.  9(7.  for  fine  heavy  pale 
and  other  qualities  in  proportion.  Zanzibar  Cloves  at 
auction  sold  at  dearer  rates;  309  bales,  out  of  446  offered, 
finding  buyers  at  from  6^f7.  to  6|(7.  for  common,  and  6|c/. 
to  6ff(7.  for  fair.  Large  spot  sales  have  been  made  at 
advancing  prices,  including  6|(7.  to  6ff(7.  for  fair,  and  for 
delivery  there  has  again  been  a  good  speculative  demand, 
sales  including  October-December  at  from  6|(7.  to  6f|(7.,  and 
January-March  at  from  6f§(7.  to  7(7.  per  lb.,  closing  sellers 
to-day  at  6f§(7. 

Tonka-beans. — Surinam  of  prime  quality  are  becoming 
scarce,  and  prices  are  tending  upwards  at  about  Is.  6(7.  per 
Lb.    Angosturas  are  quoted  2s.  6(7.,  c.i.f. 

Turmeric. — Sales  of  good  Rajapore  finger  have  been 
made  at  17s.  6c7.  per  cwt. 

Valerian. — The  prices  asked  for  new  Belgian  crop  open  at 
higher  rates  than  anticipated  a  fortnight  ago,  as  much  as 
30s.,  c.i.f.,  being  asked. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  on  Tuesday  1,100  tins  were  offered, 
of  which  930  sold,  the  demand  showing  a  substantial  im- 
provement on  that  prevailing  at  recent  auctions.  Fine 
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sound  new  crop  realised  an  advance  of  Is.  to  Is.  6d.,  good 
medium  quality  and  short  lengths  were  6d.  to  Is.  dearer, 
but  anything  below  good  quality  was  barely  steady,  brown 
and  foxy  being  rather  lower.  The  following  prices  were 
paid  :  Seychelles,  fair  to  good  firsts,  7^  to  8i  in.  8s.  6d.  to 
10s.  6d.,  5^  to  7  in.  6s.  to  8s.  Zd.,  3  to  5J,  in.  4s.  Zd.  to 
5s.  6d.,  fair  7  to  8^  in.  6s.  to  8s.,  3£  to  6  in.  3s.  6d.  to  5s.  6d., 
seconds  3  to  7  in.  2s.  Qd.  to  4s.  6d.,  7£  to  8  in.  5s.  to  5s.  Zd., 
good  to  fine  split  4s.  Zd.  to  5s.  9d.,  fair  3s.  to  4s.,  and  common 
foxy  6d.  to  3s.  Zd.  Of  Mauritius  38  tins  offered  of  which 
30  sold  at  5s.  9d.  for  fair  7^  to  8  in.,  common  5  to  5£  in. 
4s.  Zd.  to  4s.  6d.,  and  3£  to  5  in.  3s.  9d.  to  4s.  per  lb. 


Austrian  Chemica!  Developments. 

The  shareholders  in  the  Austrian  Verein  fur  Chemische 
Production,  of  Aussig,  which  has  just  declared  a  dividend  at 
the  rate  of  12  per  cent,  for  1904-5,  have  approved  a  proposal 
put  forward  by  the  directors  for  the  establishment  at  Nesto- 
witz  of  a  new  chemical  factory,  in  conjunction  with  the  firm 
of  Solvay  &  Co.,  of  Brussels,  for  the  production  of  carbonate 
of  soda.  It  is  not  intended  to  commence  the  erection  of  the 
factory  until  the  beginning  of  next  year,  as  new  capital  may 
then  be  raised  under  more  favourable  conditions  than  those 
now  prevailing. 

Amsterdam  Trade. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  report  on  the  trade  of  Amster- 
dam during  1904,  which  has  just  been  issued,  states  that  the 
arrivals  of  benzoin  were  insignificant,  only  amounting  to  190 
piculs,  compared  with  780  piculs  last  year.  Arrivals  of  cubebs 
were  also  insignificant,  being  231  bales,  against  619  bales  in 
1903.  They  were  quite  sufficient,  however,  to  satisfy  the 
demand,  and  327  bales  remained  in  stock  on  December  31. 
Arrivals  of  cassia  fistula  were  larger,  being  4,000  piculs, 
against  3,820  piculs  in  1903,  and  prices  declined.  About 
850,000  kilos,  van  Houten's  cocoa-butter  sold  at  auction,  yield- 
ing on  an  average  66£  cents,  or  4j  cents  per  half  kilo,  more 
than  in  1903.  Arrivals  of  cinchona  exceeded  those  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  by  841,457  kilos,  of  bark,  or  35,222  kilos,  of 
quinine. 

Adulterated  Australian  Eucalyptus  Oil 

The  Collector-General  of  Customs  has  supplied  a  memoran- 
dum explaining  the  allusion  by  the  Minister  of  Customs  to  the 
harm  done  to  the  eucalyptus  oil  trade  by  the  export  of  in- 
ferior preparations.  The  following  is  an  extract:  "A  good 
instance  of  the  necessity  for  the  Commerce  Bill  is  provided  by 
the  case  of  eucalyptus  oil.  The  export  of  this  oil  doubled  last 
year,  but  in  consequence  of  the  demand  persons  produced  in- 
ferior oil  and  exported  it.  The  result  was  the  market  was 
flooded  with  inferior  oil,  and  the  reputation  of  Australian  oil 
depreciated,  as  did  the  price  of  the  best  oil.  If  the  standard 
be  kept  up  the  reputation  of  Australian  oil  will  increase  year 
by  year,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  makers.  If  the  maintenance 
of  the  standard  be  useful  in  the  case  of  a  comparatively  small 
export  like  this,  how  much  more  would  it  be  in  the  case  of 
butter,  poultry,  fruit,  cheese,  and  foodstuffs  ?  Once  the  re- 
putation of  a  product  is  gained,  it  must  be  kept  up.  If  kept  up, 
it  will  increase,  to  the  benefit  of  the  makers  of  the  product." 

Adulterated  Citronella  Oil. 

The  Matara  Agricultural  Society  of  Ceylon  has  been 
agitating  for  Customs  measures  to  prevent  the  export  of 
adulterated  citronella  oil,  and  has  addressed  the  Secretary  of 
the  Ceylon  Agricultural  Society  suggesting  that  the  Society 
should  approach  the  Government  with  a  request  for  legisla- 
tion. The  two  points  suggested  were  (1)  penalising  adultera- 
tion, and  (2)  a  Government  label  on  every  cistern  of  oil  ex- 
ported. Mr.  Herbert  Wright,  acting  director  of  the  Pera- 
deniya  Gardens,  Ceylon,  replies  that  the  question  of  adultera- 
tion will  be  brought  forward  as  soon  as  reliable  results  are  at 
hand,  but  until  ho  knows  the  prices  at  which  the  different 
grades  of  pure  oil  have  been  sold  nothing  can  be  said  on  the 
subject.  He  also  thinks  it  unlikely  that  citronella  cultivation 
will  be  revived  so  long  as  the  market  for  lemongrass  remains 
firm.  Opinions  on  this  latter  point  differ  in  Ceylon,  as 
citronella  grows  in  most  unpromising  soils,  and  is  readily 
cultivated. 

Spanish  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

A  German  consular  report  from  Madrid  states  that  the  pro- 
duction of  calcium  carbide  has  made  comparatively  rapid 
strides  in  Spain,  owing  to  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
country,  there  being  important  lime  deposits  in  the  vicinity 
of  abundant  water-power  and  coal-mines.  Three  or  four 
years  ago  large  quantities  of  calcium  carbide  were  imported 
into  Spain,  and  the  cost  with  freight,  etc.,  added,  far  ex- 
ceeded 700  pesetas  per  ton.  Now,  however,  the  production  of 
the  Sociedad  Montesquieu  of  Barcelona,  of  the  Sociedad  Car- 
buros  Metalicos  of  Bcrga,  of  the  Compania  International  do 


Carburundum  of  Berga,  as  well  as  that  of  two  works  in  San 
Andres  de  la  Barca,  and  in  Esparraguera,  amounts  altogether 
to  almost  8,000  tons  yearly.  In  consequence  of  this  production 
being  at  present  too  large  for  the  requirements  of  Spain  itself, 
the  price  has  fallen  from  650  pesetas  to  400  pesetas,  and  even 
this  is  being  cut.  Nevertheless,  it  is  intended  to  establish  new 
works  in  order  to  cultivate  the  export  trade  in  competition 
with  Switzerland  and  Italy. 


produce  Botes. 


Indian  Eucalyptus  Oil.— The  Indian  Forester  for  July  con- 
tains a  short  article  on  the  manufacture  of  eucalyptus  oil, 
which  is  carried  on  in  a  small  way  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brown 
at  Coonoor.  At  present  the  industry  is  rather  of  the  nature  of 
an  experiment  than  a  lucrative  business.  One  charge  of  the 
still,  which  is  a  big  copper  vessel  about  six  feet  high  and  three 
feet  in  diameter,  gives  about  27  oz.  of  oil  at  a  cost  of  Rs.2.12. 
Owing  to  the  extreme  cheapness  of  Australian  oil,  which  in 
Madras  and  Bombay  sells  at  R.l  per  bottle  of  12  oz.,  the  oil 
from  Mr.  Brown's  factory  does  not  command  a  ready  sale. 

Di'.UGS  from  the  Camekoons.— Dr.  Winkler  describes  in  Dcr 
Tropenpflanzer  a  number  of  the  plants  which  are  being  grown 
experimentally  in  the  Victoria  Gardens  in  this  German 
Colony.  Among  these  are  a  series  of  Kola  plants  (Cola  vera), 
which  were  obtained  from  Jamaica,  and  are  being  grown  as 
shade  trees  for  West  African  rubber  trees  [Vuritumia 
elastica) ;  they  are  doing  well,  but  have  not  flowered  as  yet. 
The  "  Huanuco "  variety  of  coca  grows  slowly,  and  a  few 
plants  have  been  raised  from  seed.  Vanilla  has  not  done  well, 
the  vines  having  been  attacked  by  a  fungus  which  is  still 
under  investigation.  A  number  of  young  pepper  plants 
(Piper  nigrum)  have  been  obtained  from  Berlin,  and  have 
been  distributed  to  various  experimental  gardens  and  to 
native  farmers  throughout  the  Colony.  Attempts  to  grow  nut- 
megs have  not  proved  successful.  The  bay  plant  (Pimenta 
acris)  has  been  grown,  and  a  sample  of  oil  distilled  from  the 
leaves  has  been  examined  by  Schimmel  &  Co.,  and  found  to 
have  the  same  composition  as  San  Thome  oil.  It  is  hoped  that 
a  similar  price  will  be  obtained  for  it.  A  small  crop  of  tur- 
meric has  been  gathered  and  sent  to  Germany  for  sale,  but 
nobody  would  take  it  off  the  hands  of  the  consignee,  because, 
as  Dr.  Winkler  observes,  there  is  no  demand  in  these  days  for 
turmeric  as  a  dye.  The  soap  bark  tree  (Quillaia  saponaria)  is 
stated  to  grow  luxuriantly,  but  to  remain  very  short,  the 
plants  being  at  present  only  0.5  metre  high. 

The  Lima  Bean. — The  "Agricultural  Ledger"  (No.  2, 
1905)  contains  an  interesting  report  on  the  chemical  examina- 
tion of  the  Lima  or  duffin  bean,  by  Professor  R.  Dunstan, 
F.R.S.  This  bean  is  said  to  be  indigenous  to  South  America, 
but  it  has  long  been  cultivated  in  most  of  the  warmer  parts  of 
the  earth.  In  India  it  is  found  in  Assam,  Bengal,  Burma, 
and  the  Punjab.  The  first  specimen  of  the  bean  (Phascolus 
lunatus)  examined  at  the  Imperial  Institute  came  from 
Mauritius,  where  the  plant  is  grown  in  a  practically  wild 
state,  and  used  as  a  green  manure.  A  number  of  cases  in 
which  cattle  had  been  poisoned  as  the  result  of  eating  the 
plant  had  been  recorded  in  Mauritius,  and  in  1898  the  super- 
intendent of  the  botanic  station  in  the  island  showed  that 
the  whole  plant  produced  prussic  acid  when  ground  up  in 
contact  with  water,  the  largest  amount  of  the  acid  being 
obtained  from  the  seeds.  The  results  of  the  investigation  of 
the  Mauritius  beans  at  the  Imperial  Institute  may  bo  sum- 
marised in  the  statement  that  they  were  shown  to  contain  a 
cyanogenetio  glucosido,  to  which  the  name  Phase  olunatin 
was  given,  and  an  enzyme  probably  identical  with  the  cmulsin 
of  almonds.  It  was  further  shown  that  when  these  two 
substances  were  brought  into  intimate  contact — e.g.,  by 
grinding  the  beans  with  water — the  glucosido  was  decom- 
posed by  the  enzyme,  yielding  acetone,  dextrose,  and  prussio 
acid.  The  amount  of  prussic  acid  so  obtainable  from  the 
Mauritius  beans  varied  from  0.04  to  0.09  per  cent,  by  weight, 
the  largest  quantity  being  found  in  the  seeds  having  a  dark 
purple-coloured  testa,  and  the  smallest  amount  in  those 
having  a  pale  cream-coloured  or  almost  white  testa.  While 
the  investigation  of  the  Mauritius  beans  was  in  progress  at 
the  Imperial  Institute,  there  wore  imported  into  England 
from  India  large  quantities  of  beans,  variously  described  as 
Rangoon  or  Burma  beans,  intended  for  use  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  feeding-stuffs  for  cattle.  Samples  of  these  beans  were 
also  examined  by  the  Imperial  Institute,  and  it  was  found 
that  the  white  beans,  which  were,  as  a  rule,  present  only  in 
small  quantity,  yielded  no  prussic  acid,  whereas  tho  coloured 
ones  yielded  from  0.004  to  0.0009  per  cent,  of  the  acid.  Plants 
were  eventually  grown  from  some  of  these  samples  of  Burma 
beans,  and  were  identified  as  Phascolus  lunatvs.  As  the 
trade  in  Lima  beans  is  a  large  and  increasing  one,  it  seems 
advisable  that  the  cultivators  shou'd  gro\v  the  perfectly  white 
beans  rather  than  the  coloured  varieties,  which  are  now 
shown  not  to  be  above  suspicion. 
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,TO  CORRESPONDENTS.-Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Determination  of  Arsenic. 
Sir, — Referring  to  our  note  on  "An  effective  method  of 
applying  the  Gutzeit  test  for  Arsenic,"  published  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  of  September  30,  Mr.  H.  H.  Robin- 
son in  the  last  number  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  under 
certain  conditions  stannous  chloride  reduces  arsenites  to 
arsenic. 

This  well-known  reaction — made  use  of,  as  Mr.  Robinson 
states,  in  Bettendorffs  test  for  arsenic — and  its  conceivable 
bearing  on  the  method  of  determining  arsenic  in  iron  com- 
pounds proposed  in  the  above-mentioned  communication, 
was  carefully  considered  by  us  when  we  first  used  stannous 
chloride  in  place  of  potassium  metasulphite  to  effect  the 
reduction  arsenate  sj— >  arsenite  in  the  determination  of 
arsenic  in  reduced  iron. 

For  the  successful  carrying  out  of  Bettendorffs  test  certain 
conditions  have  to  be  observed  :  in  the  test  under  discussion 
these  conditions  do  not  obtain  : 

Firstly,  the  strong  hydrochloric  acid  used  in  these  analyses 
is  of  the  constant  boiling-point  strength  (about  20  per  cent, 
of  HC1),  and  the  iron  solution  is  diluted  with  water  before 
the  stannous  chloride  solution  is  added ;  secondly,  the 
stannous  chloride  solution  is  added  drop  by  drop  from  a 
burette  until  the  colour  of  the  solution  is  discharged,  and 
thus  the  excess  of  actual  stannous  chloride  present  in  the 
diluted  solution  (which  measures  about  25cc.)  will  not 
exceed  0.01  gram. 

The  conditions,  then,  under  which  the  stannous  chloride 
is  used — viz.  the  absence  of  a  large  excess,  and  the  absence 
of  concentrated  hydrochloric  acid — preclude  the  loss  of 
arsenic  in  the  manner  thought  possible  by  Mr.  Robinson. 
Moreover,  actual  experiments  made  for  the  especial  purpose 
have  shown  us  that  there  is  a  margin  for  indifferent 
manipulation. 

The  proof,  however,  of  course,  lies  in  the  fact  that  identi- 
cal results  are  obtained  whether  stannous  chloride  or  meta- 
sulphite be  used.  It  was  when  we  found  this  to  be  the  case 
— after  having  worked  the  two  methods  side  by  side  for  some 
time — that  we  abandoned  the  metasulphite. 

In  the  preparation  of  arsenic-free  stannous  chloride  solu- 
tion (described  in  the  same  communication),  where  stannous 
chloride  solution  is  boiled  with  20  per  cent,  hydrochloric 
acid,  we  have  found  that  the  arsenic  is  usually  eliminated  as 
AsCl3.  Sometimes,  however,  and  this  when  large  traces  are 
present,  the  element  is  precipitated  as  in  Bettendorffs  test. 
On  this  account  we  advised  in  our  communication  that  the 
solution,  after  boiling  down,  should  be  filtered. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  A.  Hill. 
H.  S.  Collins. 
Davy  Hill  &  Co.'s  Laboratory,  London,  October  31. 

Tae  "Warranty  Question. 
Sir, — As  a  contribution  to  the  correspondence  on  whole- 
salers' warranties  I  beg  to  submit  my  recent  experience.  On 
September  22  I  commenced  using  order-forms  bearing  the 
following  statement  in  bold  type  at  the  head  :  "  Subject  to 
all  goods  to  which  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  applies  being 
guaranteed  on  invoice  pure  and  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia."  Up  to  the 
present  date  ninety-eight  such  forms  have  been  used,  and 
only  on  three  invoices  has  the  guarantee  been  given. 
Twenty-nine  of  the  orders  were  such  that  the  demand  for 
guarantee  applied. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Clifton,  Bristol,  October  28.       Harold  E.  Matthews. 


The  New  Position. 

Sir, — There  are  evidences  that  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  is  weary  of  the  strife,  and  is  about  to  submit  to 
circumstances,  and  we  hardly  wonder  at  this.  Submission, 
however,  will  never  do.  During  the  last  few  years  the 
Council  has  worked  well,  but  I  have  pointed  out  before  that 
it  has  hardly  worked  with  discretion.  I  do  not  think  that, 
at  this  late  date,  we  ought  to  have  had  any  thought  of 
getting  all  the  directors  of  a  company  qualified.  The  time 
for  that  has  gone  past.  I  have  thought  all  along  that  we 
ought  to  aim  at  getting  the  managing  director  of  a  company 
qualified.  There  is  sound  sense  in  this,  not  only  from  one 
side,  but  from  a  public  point  of  view.  On  our  side  this 
would  prevent  men  entering  the  pharmaceutical  arena 
simply  in  order  that  they  might  get  big  salaries  as  managing 
directors,  and  it  would  secure  such  salaries,  where  com- 
panies are  promoted,  to  qualified  men.  On  the  public  side 
protection  would  be  secured  from  the  commercialism  of  un- 
qualified men.  Nothing  is  more  necessary.  It  is  directly 
prejudicial  to  public  health  that  drugs  should  be  drawn  into 
the  commercial  sphere,  and  pushed  as  boots  or  carpet  bags 
are  pushed.  These  ignorant,  unqualified  men  do  not  see 
this,  of  course,  but  to  anybody  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
health  and  disease  it  is  plain  enough.  If  we  cannot  even 
get  a  qualified  director,  then  it  is  our  clear  duty  to  block 
every  kind  of  pharmaceutical  legislation.  This  is  our  duty 
to  ourselves  and  the  public.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society 
exists  for  the  protection  of  the  people  from  ignorance,  and 
it  cannot  protect  the  people  by  registering  every  shop,  and 
placing  a  tied  slave  who  is  qualified  in  it.  This,  along  with 
a  qualified  managing  director,  might  do ;  but  apart  from 
that  it  would  simply  mean  the  enslavement  of  qualified 
men,  and  the  handing  over  of  the  public  interests  to  ignorant 
nobodies  and  immoral  charlatans.  I  conceive  it  to  be  the 
duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  to  oppose  this  tooth  and 
nail.  If  we  cannot  get  legislation  which  we  consider  meets, 
to  some  extent,  our  jiist  demands,  and  protects  the  public 
from  ignorance,  it  is  our  clear  duty  to  oppose  every  other 
kind  of  legislation,  and  chemists  are  yet  a  power  to  be 
calculated  on.  Time  is  on  our  side.  There  is  already  a 
revulsion  setting  in  against  quackery,  and  quackery  and 
limited  companies  are  hopelessly  associated  together.  _  If 
we  can  stave  off  objectionable  legislation  meantime,  the  time 
may  come  sooner  than  any  of  us  think,  when  these  com- 
panies will  be  sorry  they  opposed  the  idea  of  a  qualified 
managing  director.  I  note  what  "  Xrayser  "  says  about  the 
Church  case.  I  guarded  myself  against  his  suggestion  by 
saying  that  "it  is  the  duty  of  a  leader  to  find  ways  and 
means" — i.e.  he  must  find  ways  and  means  to  suit  his  par- 
ticular case.  The  Church  case,  however,  is  more  like  ours 
than  "  Xrayser  "  thinks.  In  both  cases  the  decisions  given 
in  the  inferior  Courts  were  on  the  side  of  justice,  in  both 
cases  the  injustice  was  inflicted  by  the  House  of  Lords.  In 
the  Church  case  the  fight  was  essentially  a  leader's  fight, 
and  most  of  the  work  was  done  in  the  lobbies  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  There  was  no  intense  excitement  amongst  the 
people.  On  the  contray,  at  the  beginning  there  was  much 
sympathy  in  many  quarters  with  the  small  body,  and  much 
apathy  in  other  quarters.  The  change  of  feeling  was 
brought  about  by  the  leaders,  headed  by  Rainy.  As  an 
example  of  that  octogenarian's  exertions,  I  may  say  that  he 
left  London,  addressed  a  meeting  in  Edinburgh,  and  re- 
turned to  London  without  resting.  This  is  exactly  where 
our  case  differs  from  the  Church  case.  There  was  no 
enthusiasm  or  energy  in  our  leaders.  Had  these  existed  at 
the  right  time,  I  believe  the  injustice  done  to  us  would  have 
been  recognised  by  the  House  of  Commons.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  let  this  point  rest,  however,  if  Mr.  Carteighe's 
friends  will  cease  to  speak  of  him  as  "the  most  valuable 
asset  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  or  "the  Napoleon  of 
Pharmacy."  We  have  suffered  nothing  but  defeat  where 
the  Church  has  got  victory,  and  we  judge  leaders  by  results. 

Dumfries,  October  30.  James  Reid. 

South  African  Pharmacy  Law. 

gIR; — From  different  inquiries  and  statements  I  have  seen 
in  the'  C.  <£■  D.  lately,  it  would  appear  as  if  a  better  know- 
ledge was  required  of  the  different  South  African  Pharmacy 
Acts.  An  answer  given  to  "  Pharmacos "  in  your  Legal 
column  of  September  2  has  brought  this  immediately  to  my 
notice.    Before  making  any  statements  I  should  like  to 
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say  that  I  regret  I  am  ignorant  of  the  Cape  Colony  Phar- 
macy Act  and  the  working  thereof  (perhaps  some  of  my 
Cape  confreres  will  oblige).  In  reply  to  "  Pharmacos,"  re 
sale  of  patent  medicines  containing  poison  in  South  Africa, 
I  should  like  to  point  out  that  a  special  provision  is  made 
in  the  Natal  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  (Section  35,  Act  35 
of  1896),  whereby  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  sale  of 
patent  or  proprietary  articles ;  such  articles  may  contain  a 
poison,  but  do  not  require  to  be  labelled  "  Poison  "  if  sold  by 
a  general  storekeeper.  Not  only  that,  but  there  is  no  restric- 
tion "  on  all  general  articles  of  commerce  which  may  contain 
any  of  the  poisons  mentioned  in  Schedule  A."  In  Orange 
River  Colony  the  poison  law  seems  to  me  to  be  more  sensible  : 
a  general  storekeeper  may  only  sell  poisons,  or  patent  or 
Dutch  medicines  containing  poison,  if  he  has  obtained  a 
licence  so  to  do  from  the  local  magistrate,  which  licence  must 
be  endorsed  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  is  only  supplied 
when  satisfactory  proof  is  produced  showing  that  there  is  no 
chemist's  shop  within  a  distance  of  six  miles  of  the  place  of 
business  of  such  general  dealer  (see  Section  50,  Ordinance  1, 
1904).  It  is  quite  evident  from  the  reading  of  the  amended 
Transvaal  Pharmacy  Ordinance  (gazetted  September  22)  that 
provision  is  being  made  to  provide  for  country  districts, 
where  no  chemist's  shop  is  available.  This  amendment  gives 
power  to  a  resident  magistrate  to  supply  a  certificate  to  a 
general  dealer  or  other  person,  to  deal  in  such  poisons  and 
in  such  a  manner  as  is  specified,  and  every  such  certificate 
shall  state  that  the  holder  thereof  is  a  fit  and  proper  person 
to  deal  in  such  poisons.  The  sale  of  poisons  seems  to  be  a 
thorn  in  the  flesh  of  legislating  bodies  in  South  Africa,  more 
so  than  at  home,  owing  to  the  extensive  rural  districts  which 
cannot  provide  sufficient  work  for  a  chemist,  and  it  appears 
to  me  to  be  quite  reasonable  to  make  provision  for  the  sale  of 
poisons  in  districts  in  which  a  chemist  is  not  established, 
but  this  latter  statement  ought  to  be  embodied  in  the  Act, 
as  it  is  in  the  O.R.C.  Ordinance.  The  various  Pharmacy  Acts 
and  Ordinances  of  the  South  African  Colonies  vary,  and 
though  the  sections  referring  to  the  sale  of  poisons  are  in 
each  case  different,  that  of  the  O.R.C.  appearing  to  me  the 
most  sound,  in  our  different  "  Acts  "  we  have  sections  which 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  may  well  covet. 
The  O.R.C.  and  Transvaal  have  the  qualified  director 
clause,  which  is  one  step  in  the  right  direction.  The  O.R.C, 
Transvaal,  and  Natal  have  each  the  Infamous  Conduct 
clause,  the  applicability  of  which  has  so  far  not  been  tested, 
though  the  Natal  Pharmacy  Board  made  a  move  in  the  right 
direction  in  June  of  this  year  when  they  resolved  that  the 
"  covering  "  of  an  unregistered  person  would  be  considered 
"  infamous  conduct."  (See  Section  33,  Sub-sections  1  and  2. 
Ordinance  1,  1904,  O.R.C.  ;  Section  44,  Ordinance  29,  1904, 
Transvaal;  and  Section  31,  Act  35,  1896,  Natal.)  Again, 
in  the  three  above-named  Acts  it  is  provided  that  no  unregis- 
tered person  (which  necessarily  means  unqualified)  may  hold 
any  appointment  as  dispenser  in  any  hospital  or  other  public 
institution  or  to  any  friendly  society,  etc.  (See  Section  65, 
1904,  Transvaal;  Section  48,  1896,  Natal,  and  43,  1904.) 
The  Natal  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Act  provides  (see  Sec- 
tion 19,  1896)  that  medical  men  may  dispense  their  own  pre- 
scriptions, but  may  not  open  a  chemist's  shop  where  a 
chemist  is  already  established,  but  may  do  so  if  there  is  no 
chemist's  shop  within  five  miles.  In  the  O.R.C.  no  doctor 
may  keep  open  shop  as  a  chemist  and  druggist,  provided 
that  any  medical  practitioner  so  established  on  the  day  before 
the  taking  of  effect  of  the  O.R.C.  Pharmacy  Ordinance 
(January  29,  1904)  shall  not  require  to  close  such  establish- 
ment (Section  38).  The  Transvaal  Ordinance  treats  this 
differently,  as  under  Section  22  it  is  provided  that  a  medical 
man  may  dispense  his  own  or  partner's  prescriptions,  but  no 
provision  is  made  for  a  medical  man  carrying  on  the  business 
of  a  chemist  and  druggist.  In  Natal  and  the  Transvaal  no 
person  who  is  not  registered  may  prepare  or  compound  drugs 
and  medicines  or  perform  the  functions  of  a  chemist  and 
druggist  except  for  private  or  domestic  use.  (See  Section  4. 
Sub-section  C,  Natal  Medical  and  Pharmacy  Amendment 
Act,  21,  1899;  also  Section  39  of  the  Transvaal  Ordinance 
1904.)  In  Natal  and  the  Transvaal  the  Act  is  administered 
by  the  respective  Pharmacy  Boards;  in  the  O.R.C.  by  the 
Medical  and  Pharmacy  Council.  The  Natal  Pharmacy 
Board  have,  from  time  to  time,  endeavoured  to  procure  ar 
amendment  to  the  Natal  Act,  in  so  far  as  the  sale  of  poison? 
is  concerned,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  sympathy  received 


from  the  Legislative  Assembly,  which  is  mostly  composed  of 
farmers,  their  endeavours  have  been  so  far  unsuccessful. 

I  cannot  close  this  letter  without  informing  you  how 
much  The  Chemist  and  Drtjgcist  is  appreciated  out  here ; 
it  seems  to  be  a  connecting  link  in  all  things  pharmaceutical. 
I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

David  S.  B.  Anderson, 
Durban,  Sept.  4.  Hon.  Sec,  Natal  Pharm.  Society. 

After  5,000  Years. 

Sir, — Your  note  in  the  issue  of  October  28  (p.  686)  on 
M.  Berthelot's  interesting  discovery  regarding  the  use  of 
castor  oil  by  the  ancient  Egyptians  for  embalming-purposes 
reminds  me  that  some  time  back  I  had  sent  on  to  me  a  sample, 
with  the  usual  query,  "  What  is  it  ?  and  keep  your  charge  as 
low  as  possible."  Beyond  ascertaining  that  the  sample  was 
used  for  dressing  skins  and  raw  hides,  that  it  was  an  Eastern 
product,  and  that  it  exercised  a  preventive  influence  on  these 
against  pest  attacks,  I  could  not  get.  It  had  been  in  several 
hands  before  I  got  it.  The  sample  turned  out  to  be 
ricinoleic  ether  or  sulphated  castor  oil.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  the  sample  actually  came  from  Khartoum,  and 
it  is  indeed  remarkable  that  after  5,000  years  this  use  of  the 
product  should  still  be  practised. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Huddersfield,  October  29.  J.  Haddock. 

Lemongrass  Oil. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  the  paragraph  in  your  issue  of 
September  9  stating  that  I  have  200  acres  of  lemongrass 
under  cultivation  which  is  expected  to  yield  an  annual  pro- 
duction of  5,000  gals,  of  oil,  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  quan- 
tity of  oil  named  is  an  error,  as  it  is  impossible  to  distill  this 
quantity  from  200  acres.  I  estimate  the  yield  will  not 
exceed  twelve  quart  bottles  per  acre,  or  200  doz.  quart 
bottles  from  200  acres.  This  is  the  full  quantity  that  can  be 
obtained.  Lemongrass  is  indigenous  to  Travancore,  and 
grows  wild  in  the  forests  in  clumps  here  and  there,  but  not 
in  regular  fields  of  any  size.  The  distillation  of  this  oil  has 
been  known  and  carried  on  in  Travancore  for  a  very  long 
time  ;  but  with  the  constant  cutting  of  the  grass — as  a  result 
of  the  recent  high  prices — and  no  corresponding  cultivation, 
the  grass  is  fast  dying  out.  Hence  it  is  only  by  systematic 
cultivation  and  the  distillation  of  oil  in  quantities  that  the 
industry  can  be  made  remunerative.  I  may  mention  the 
life  of  this  grass  is  short,  if  it  is  regularly  cut,  so  that 
annual  extensions  will  be  necessary  to  keep  up  the  supply. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Ashamboo,  Travancore,  October  9.  J.  Fraser. 

P.A.T.A.  Prices. 
Sir, — It  is  gratifying  to  see  in  the  C.  &  D.  the  new  in- 
terest aroused  re  the  P.A.T.A.  and  stores.  As  a  member 
having  to  meet  the  unfair  condition  under  present  obliga- 
tions, the  question  has  become  serious  from  a  business  point 
of  view.  You  may  ask  any  member  of  the  Council  what  is 
being  done  to  protect  your  interests ;  they  will  tell  you  it 
is  under  consideration,  but  very  difficult  to  deal  with.  If 
the  Council  had  the  interests  of  the  trade  at  heart,  they 
would  quickly  decide  to  treat  co-op. s  and  other  associa- 
tions as  private  purchasers,  and  invoice  all  P.A.T.A. 
articles  at  minimum  prices.  If  that  is  not  a  plain,  easy, 
effective  solution — well,  I'm  no  problem  solver. 

Yours, 

A  P.A.T.A.  Member.  (111/42.) 

London  Stores  and  Cutting. 
Sir, — In  reply  to  your  correspondents,  the  Civil  Service 
Supply  Association  have  always  attended  to  requests  to 
advance  the  price  of  P.A.T.A.  articles  when  under-selling 
has  been  brought  to  their  notice.  All  the  articles  referred 
to  by  your  correspondents,  except  one,  have  been  put  right, 
and  that  one  is  receiving  consideration  from  the  committee 
of  management.  We  are  informed  that  it  was  only  through 
a  misunderstanding  that  it  was  not  dealt  with  earlier.  I 
can  assure  your  correspondents  that  the  P.A.T.A.  repre- 
sentative who  called  at  the  Stores  was  most  courteously 
received,  and  that  mutual  notes  for  future  guidance  were 
made.  The  item  Holloway's  Pills  was  an  oversight.  Sup- 
plies are  being  withheld  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores, 
but  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  their  prices  for  very  many 
P.A.T.A.  lines  (including  Allen's  Hair  Restorer)  are  now 
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in  order.  In  concluding  my  share  in  this  correspondence,  I 
take  the  opportunity  to  say,  with  all  respect  to  the  C .  &  D. 
and  to  its  correspondents,  that  all  cases  of  cutting  P.A.T.A. 
articles  should  be  reported  either  to  the  proprietors  or  to  the 
secretary  (preferably  the  latter).  Publicity  is  admirable  in 
regard  to  most  questions,  but  cutting  is  an  exception,  because 
public  discussion  is  certain  to  produce  needless  uneasiness 
in  the  minds  of  loyal  price-maintainers.  With  regard  to  my 
statement  that  the  remark  "not  one  of  the  big  London 
stores  has  advanced,  etc."  was  a  gross  exaggeration,  I  still 
feel  most  emphatic  about  it — though  of  course  it  may  be  that 
your  correspondents'  ideas  of  what  should  be  included  in 
that  category  and  mine  dil'fer.  W.  S.  Gian-Jones. 

184  Temple  Chambers,  KC,  November  1. 

A  Card  for  P.A.T.A.  Goods. 
Sir, — Kindly  allow  me  to  offer  through  you  a  suggestion 
to  proprietors  of  patent  medicines,  especially  those  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  list — viz.,  that  they  should,  when  circularising 
any  district,  be  willing  to  supply  the  chemists  in  that  dis- 
trict with  one  or  two  cards  bearing  such  words  as  : 


SO  &  SO'S  REMEDY  for  SUCH  &  SUCH 
as  advertised  this  week  in  this  district. 
1/1  \d.  size  for  


Up-to-date  chemists  would,  no  doubt,  be  willing  to  put  a 
few  of  the  goods  on  their  counters  with  such  a  card  on 
them,  thus  showing  they  hold  the  goods  in  stock  and  are 
ready  to  meet  the  demand  created  by  the  advertising.  Cus- 
tomers thus  seeing  the  goods  so  displayed  would  most  pro- 
bably be  induced  to  speculate  in  the  goods  more  than  if 
they  had  to  inquire  whether  the  chemist  had  them  in  stock 
or  not. 

Yours  faithfully, 

One  Who  has  Tried  it.  (110/63.) 

A  Hark  Back. 

Sir, — Mr.  Jackson,  of  Sheffield,  will  read  with  interest 
the  reports  of  the  North  Staffs  Chemists'  Association  meet- 
ing at  which  a  Boots'  manager  is  up  for  election.  A  letter 
in  this  week's  C .  <£•  D.  surely  is  a  slight  proof  of  the  feeling 
existing  in  the  trade  which  Mr.  Jackson  denied  existed  (in 
Sheffield,  at  any  rate).  Is  this  the  Ishmaelitish  attitude 
which  "  Xrayser  "  says  "induces  those  hopeless  resolutions 
and  impossible  claims?  "  (See  article,  October  28.)  But  let 
us  wait  for  the  voting  :  Staffordshire  men  doubtless  differ  in 
views — like  Sheffield. 

One  of  the  Tribe  of  Jesse.  (110/34.) 

Irish  Apothesaries'  Assistants. 
Sir, — Those  of  your  readers  who  have  read  my  pamphlet 
on  this  subject,  and  my  letters  which  appeared  in  your 
columns  two  or  three  years  ago,  will  remember  that  I  claimed 
for  all  persons  holding  the  assistant's  certificate  of  either 
Hall  the  title  of  "  apothecary  " — a  title  which  is  now  almost 
obsolete,  and  which  I  desire  to  resuscitate  for  the  benefit  of 
assistant  apothecaries.  I  am  the  proud  possessor  of  the 
Irish  apothecaries'  assistant's  certificate,  and  Professor  Tich- 
borne  always  told  me  that  in  his  opinion  I  could,  if  I  choose, 
in  any  part  of  Ireland,  "  transact  the  business  of  an  apothe- 
cary." Dr.  McWalter  says  in  your  issue  of  October  21  : 
"  Now  the  business  of  an  apothecary  is  to  sell  poisons  and 
compound  prescriptions."  I  agree  with  him.  We  have 
been  certified  "to  be  properly  educated  to  transact  the 
business  of  an  apothecary."  but,  unfortunately,  both  Halls 
were  half  asleep  at  the  passing  of  the  different  Pharmacy 
Acts,  with  the  result  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  got 
in  their  first  word,  and  now  as  regards  selling  poisons  and 
using  the  title  "apothecary"  our  certificate  is  practically 
valueless.  Why  should  this  be  ?  Is  there  no  chance  at  all 
of  the  two  Halls  making  some  compromise  with  each  other 
and  with  the  respective  Pharmaceutical  Societies  ?  You 
seem  to  take  a  delight  in  belittling  the  certificates  issued  to 
assistants  from  the  two  Halls.  This  is  very  unfair,  in  my 
opinion,  and  ought  not  to  reoccur.  Many  hundreds  of 
pharmacists  and  chemists  and  druggists  have  obtained  the 
dual  qualifications,  and  are  in  no  wise  ashamed  to  exhibit 
the  Hall  certificate  side  by  side  with  those  obtained  from 


the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If  the  certificate  is  wholly 
worthless,  as  sometimes  you  lead  your  readers  to  believe, 
why  have  these  men  presented  themselves  for  the  examina- 
tion, and  why  are  they  (seemingly)  so  proud  of  it?  If  just 
a  little  more  enthusiasm  could  be  imparted  to  the  governors 
and  directors  of  both  Halls,  the  Minor  certificate  (for  such  it 
is)  would  very  soon  be  a  very  greatly  prized  qualification. 
Here  is  a  hint  to  them  as  to  how  to  make  it  so.  A 
"  L. A.H.I."  or  "  L.S.A.Lond."  may  now  practise  as  a  fully 
qualified  medical  practitioner  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions.  Let  the  same  privilege  obtain  with  the  assis- 
tants' certificates.  As  regards  being  able  to  "  sell  poisons 
and  dispense  prescriptions,"  let  both  Halls  recognise  each 
other's  qualifications,  and  let  the  Medical  Council  (if  neces- 
sary by  obtaining  another  Act  of  Parliament)  keep  a  register 
of  all  qualified  assistant  apothecaries,  grant  them  the  title 
of  "  apothecary,"  and  charge  them  a  fee  of  five  guineas  for 
registration  and  certificate.  This  would  be  the  means  of 
many  thousands  of  pounds  being  placed  in  the  colters  of 
the  General  Medical  Council,  and  would  also  be  the  means 
of  obtaining  respect  and  recognition  for  two  old-time  bodies 
who  in  their  day  and  generation  have  done  much  for  medi- 
cine, surgery,  and  pharmacy.  Raise  the  status  of  the 
examinations,  too,  if  necessary  ;  and  in  the  case  of  the  certi- 
ficate of  the  London  Hall  insist  upon  fully  two  years 
apprenticeship  (or  experience),  for  everyone  will  agree  that 
the  six  months'  course  is  far  too  little,  and  ought  long  ago  to 
have  been  raised  to  the  two  years  insisted  on  by  the  Dublin 
Hall  I  trust  both  Dr.  McWalter  and  Dr.  Hanrahan  will 
reply  to  this  letter,  as  also  as  many  of  your  readers  who  con., 
sider  it  of  sufficient  importance. 

I  am,  etc., 

Bradford,  Oct,  28.  Chas.  F.  Forshaw. 

[We  have  never  said  that  the  assistants'  certificates  issued  by 
the  Apothecaries'  Society  of  London  and  the  Apothecaries 
Hall  are  worthless.  There  are,  however,  conditions  in  which 
they  are— e.g.,  our  correspondent,  who  resides  in  Bradford, 
holds  the  Irish  certificate,  and  it  does  not  qualify  him  to  act 
as  an  assistant  to  an  apothecary  in  England  and  Wales,  so  that 
it  is  legally  worthless  for  selling  poisons  and  compounding 
prescriptions  in  Bradford.—  EditOE.] 

Mr.  A.  T.  Gott,  President  of  the  Apothecaries'  Assist- 
ants' Association,  London  and  Dublin,  also  writes  on  this 
subject,  saying  : 

The  certificate  of  the  London  Society  certainly  should  be 
recognised  even  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  just  as  theirs  is  accepted  by  the  Apothecaries 
Society  in  their  hall  for  the  sale  of  drugs.  It  is  time  to 
know  something  definite.  Members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  are  frequently  writing  on  the  subject.  I  am  glad  to 
see  that  in  Ireland  its  powers  survive;  the  holders  of  the 
certificate  can  practise  the  business  of  an  apothecary. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  submitting  queries  in  this  department,  subscribers  are  ad- 
vised to  consult  the  "  C.  &  D.  Diary,''  1905,  on  General  and 
Trade  laws,  p.  287;  Pharmacy  and  Poison  laws,  p.  299,  and 
Medicine-stamp  Acts,  p.  279.  In  respect  to  the  last  we  can 
mark  labels  "Liable"  or  "Not  liable"  if  they  are  sent  in 
duplicate,  and  with  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for 
return  of  the  marked  ones. 

Full  particulars  in  regard  to  trade-mark  registration  will  be  found 
in  the  "  Diary,"  p.  240. 


Argent  (112/9).— We  quote  the  following  from  the  C.  &  D. 
Diary  (p.  289)  for  your  information:  "  An  assistant  is  entitled 
to  his  salary  during  any  temporary  illness.  If  he  should  be 
likely  to  be  permanently  disabled,  or  if  the  temporary  illness 
should  be  frequent,  the  proper  course  for  the  employer  to  take 
wo  ild  be  to  terminate  the  engagement  by  notice  in  the 
ordinary  way." 

Opium  (110/65).— Both  the  preparations  to  which  you  refer 
contain  one  or  more  scheduled  poisons,  and  must,  therefore, 
be  labelled  "  Poison." 

Yeedee  (114/36).— Your  interest  in  the  estate  begins  when 
the  present  beneficiary  dies,  and  until  then  you  have  no 
right  to  interfere,  unless  you  have  strong  ground  for  sup- 
posing that  maladministration  is  going  on,  in  which  case  you 
will  need  to  instruct  a  solicitor  to  initiate  proceedings. 
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Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


W.  G.  (111/31). — (1)  You  will  find  a  good  formula  for 
Glycerin  of  Glycerophosphates  in  the  C.  &  D.,  February  25, 
1905,  p.  331.  This  is  the  Bournemouth  formula,  and  glycerin 
is  rapidly  taking  the  place  of  sugar  in  preparations  of  glycero- 
phosphates. The  formula  is  also  given  in  the  new  edition  of 
"  Pharmaceutical  Formulas."  (2)  The  fungoid  growth  in 
syrup  of  codeine  is  doubtless  Penicillium  glaucum,  which 
grows  well  in  phosphate  solutions. 

P.  C.  N.  (110/36). — The  method  of  sepia  toning  given  in 
the  C.  &  D.,  October  28,  p.  702,  is  applicable  to  finished  prints 
of  bromide  or  platino-bromide  type. 

Eton  (114/26). — Mallein  is  an  extract  of  the  products  of 
BaciUum  Mallei,  which  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  diagnosing 
glanders.  It  is  not  used  for  quarter-ill  (black-leg),  but  black- 
leg vaccine  is  used  for  that  purpose.  The  latter  is  made  by 
Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co. 


practical  IRotea  ant)  formulae 


the  liquid  begins  to  drop,  close  the  lower  orifice,  and, 
having  closely  covered  the  percolator,  macerate  for  twelve 
hours.  Then  allow  the  percolation  to  proceed  slowly, 
gradually  adding  menstruum  (in  like  proportions  of  gly- 
cerin and  water)  until  103  oz.  of  percolate  is  obtained. 
In  this  dissolve  the  sugar  by  percolation,  and  pass  suffi- 
cient distilled  water  through  the  percolator  to  produce 
20  oz.  of  finished  syrup. 

Tincture  of  Cudbear. 

This  tincture  is  a  useful  colouring  for  mixtures,  and  is 
made  of  a  strength  of  1  in  8,  the  menstruum  being  a  mixture 
of  one  of  spirit  and  two  of  water.  The  difficulty  met  with 
in  percolating  is  overcome  by  mixing  the  powdered  cudbear 
with  three  times  its  bulk  of  sand,  and  if  a  layer  of  absorbent 
cotton  is  placed  at  the  bottom  of  the  percolator  no  filtering 
or  decanting  will  be  needed. 


Acetozone  Solutions. 
Mr.  E.  J.  Ware  states  in  "  Pharmacal  Notes"  that  a 
good  practical  method  of  handling  acetozone  solution  is  to 
make  it  in  a  jar  which  is  to  be  kept  in  a  cool  place,  such  as  the 
cellar  or  refrigerator,  making  a  gallon  at  a  time — if  the 
trade  warrants  that  much — of  1  in  1,000  solution.  It  should 
be  kept  twelve  hours  and  diluted  as  required.  Kept  in  the 
jar  in  a  cool  cellar,  the  therapeutic  value  will  not  be 
appreciably  reduced  in  a  week.  If  kept  in  a  refigerator  it 
will  certainly  be  "  good"  for  two  weeks.  Half  the  weight 
of  acetozone  is  an  inert  absorbent  substance,  but  this  mixture 
is  recognised  by  medical  men  as  acetozone,  so  that  to  make  a 
1  in  1,000  solution  1  gram  to  the  litre  or  17^  grains  to  4  oz.  is 
taken. 

Analyses  of  Specialities. 
Tachysane,  a  liquid  application  for  pains  of  all  kinds, 
was  found  by  Aufrecht  to  be  a  solution  of  menthol  and 
camphor  in  oil  of  peppermint.    No  product  of  artemisia 
cina  was  present,  although  said  to  be  by  the  manufacturer. 

Melioforme,  a  disinfectant  represented,  according  to 
Zernek,  by  the  following  formula  : 

Formic  aldehyde    25  grams 

Solution  of    aluminium  acetate 

(Ph.G.)    15  grams 

Borax   2.50  grams 

Glycerin    0.30  gram 

Water  100  grams 

Colour  red  and  flavour  with  a  little  bergamot. 
Parisol,  an  antiseptic  liquid  with  an  odour  recalling 
formal  and  menthol,  was  found  by  Aufrecht  to  have  in 
solution  6.22  per  cent,  of  menthol  in  formaline  solution, 
with  carbon  compounds  of  the  aromatic  series.  The 
liquid  is  the  product  of  a  condensation  of  formic  aldehyde 
with  phenolic  bodies. 

Syr.  Pruni  Virg.,  B.P. 
The  following  improved  method  of  making  this  syrup 
is  proposed  by  Mr.  F.  W.   Fleet.    The  author  claims 
that  the  advantage  of  the  syrup  made  after  the  following 
manner  is  that  there  is  no  loss  as  a  result  of  fermentation. 
The  syrup  is  of  a  bright,  rich  colour,  characteristic  flavour, 
full  aroma,  and  answers  all  the  requirements  of  the  Pharma- 
copoeia.   For  20  oz.  of  syrup  proceed  as  follows  : 
Virginian  prune  bark  in  No.  20 
powder  ...       ...       ...     3  oz. 

Refined  sugar    15  oz. 

Glycerin      ...       ...       ...       ...     1^  fl.  oz. 

Distilled  water    a  sufficiency. 

Mix  glycerin  (15  oz.)  with  9  oz.  of  distilled  water  as  a 
menstruum,  and,  having  moistened  the  powder  sufficiently, 
let  it  stand  in  a  closed  vessel  for  twelve  hours ;  then  pack 
it  firmly  in  a  percolator,  and  add  enough  menstruum  to 
saturate  the  powder  and  leave  a  stratum  above  it.  When 
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These  notes  do  not  necessarily  exclude  subsequent  reviews  of  the 
works.  Any  of  these  books  printed  in  Great  Britain  can  be 
supplied,  at  the  published  price,  to  readers  of  this  journal  on  ap- 
plication (with  remittance)  to  the  Publisher  of  "The  Chemist 
and  Druggist,"  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


Barton,  G.  A.  H.  Guide  to  Administration  of  Ethyl 
Chloride'.  8vo.  swd.   Is.  bd.   (H.  K.  Lewis.) 

Belcher,  J.  Hope.  Fractical  Electricity.  Laboratory  Course 
suitable  for  Technical,  Secondary,  and  Science  Schools. 
7£x4i.  Pp-  188.  Is.  bd.  (Allman.) 

Bichel,  C.  E.  New  Methods  of  Testing  Explosives.  Transl. 
by  A.  Larsen.   9x6^.    Pp.66.   6s.net.  (Griffin.) 

Bruce,  J.  M.  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics.  Intro,  to 
Rational  Treatment  of  Disease.  6^x4.  Pp.  642.  7s.  bd. 
(Cassell.) 

Cookery  for  Common  Ailments.  By  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  and  Phyllis  Browne.  7^x4^.  Pp.  320. 
Is.  bd.  net.  (Cassell.) 

Drummond,  W.  B.  Golden  Mules  of  Sick  Nursing.  4x21. 
Pp  97.  Is.  (Wright.)  [Divided  into  ten  parts  dealing  with 
the  nurse  and  training,  the  ward-  and  the  sick  room,  beds  and 
bed-making,  baths,  medicines,  food  and  feeding,  local  appli- 
cations, enemata,  douches  and  catheters,  observation  of 
patients,  and  the  nursing  of  particular  diseases.  Brightly 
written  and  useful.] 

Flint,  A.  Handbook  of  Physiology.  For  Students  and 
Practitioners  of  Medicine.  9ix6.  Pp.  906.  21s.  net. 
(Macmillan.) 

Holt,  L.  E.  Diseases  of  Infancy  and  Childhood.  3rd  edit. 
9ix6.    Pp.  1194.   25s.  net.   (S.  Appleton.) 

Home  Physician  (The).  Practical  Handbook  for  the  House- 
hold. 7£x4|.  Pp.192,  ls.6d.net.   Swd.ls.net.  (Cassell.) 

Klein,  R.  The  Quick  Calculator.  2s.  bd.  net.  (G.  Rout- 
ledge  &  Sons.) 

Mackenzie,  J.  A.  Shaw-.  Nature  and  Treatment  of  Cancer 
Some  Methods  of  Hypodermic  Medication  in  Treatment  of 
Inoperable  Cancer.  Rev.  enl.  edit.  7|x4i.  Pp.92.  2s.  bd. 
net.  (Bailliere.) 

Martin,  G  H.  Three  Years'  Course  of  Practical  Chemistry. 
First  and  Second  Year.  Cr.  8vo.  Swd.  ea.  Is.  bd.  (Riving- 
tons.) 

Morton,  E.  Reg.  Essentials  of  Medical  Electricity. 
11  Plates  and  70  Illus.  Cr.  8vo.  Pp.  204.   4s.  bd.  net.  (Kimp- 

ton.) 

Naylor,  M.  H.  Common  Ailments  and  their  Treatment. 
61x4|.  Pp.96.  2s.net.   Swd.ls.net.  (E.Arnold.) 

Rutherford,  E.  Padio  activity.  2nd  edit.  83x54.  Pp.  594. 
12s.  bd.  net.   (Camb.  Univ.  P.) 

Starling,  E.  H.  Elements  of  Human  Physiology.  7th  ed. 
9ijX5J.   Pp.720.   12s.net.  (Churchill.) 

The  City  Diary  and  Almanack  for  1906.  8|x5f.  Is. 
(London  :  W.  H.  &  L.  Collingridge.)  [Gives  lists  of  members 
of  the  London  Corporation,  London  County  Council,  and 
other  administrative  and  public  bodies,  educational  and 
charitable  bodies,  etc.] 


"  Poetical  Tributes "  to  the  late  Sir  Henry  Irving  s 
memory  is  to  be  published  by  Mr.  Charles  Forshaw  Bradford, 
and  Dr.  A.  C.  F.  Rabagliati,  who  attended  Sir  Henry  in  his 
last  illness,  is  writing  a  biography  to  accompany  the  book. 


